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BRISTOL REAL ESTATE COMMITTEE
MINUTES
MEETING OF TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2022

1.  CALL TO ORDER:

By:  Chairwoman Tyler				Time: 5:00			Place:  City Hall West
											131 North Main Street
											Meeting Room 1

	MEMBERS
	NAME
	PRESENT
	ABSENT

	
	
	
	

	REGULAR MEMBERS
	Susan Tyler (Chairwoman)
	X
	

	
	Councilman Sebastian Panioto 
	X
	

	
	Councilwoman Cheryl Thibeault 
	X
	

	
	
	
	

	STAFF
	Roger Rousseau, Purchasing Agent
	
	X

	
	Thomas DeNoto, Assessor
	
	X

	
	Ann Bednaz, Tax Collector
	
	X

	
	Raymond Rogozinski, Director of Public Works
	X
	

	
	Robert Flanagan, City Planner
	
	X

	
	Attorney Jeffrey R. Steeg, Asst. Corp. Counsel
	X
	

	
	Jason Welch, Asst. Corp. Counsel
	
	X

	
	Noelle Bates, Recording Secretary
	X
	




ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:

1.  Approval of Minutes – 10/18/2022  

MOTION:	To approve the minutes of October 18, 2022. 

BY:  Panioto								Seconded:  Thibeault

For:  Panioto, Thibeault and Tyler.
Against:  None.
Abstained:  None.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

None.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. 	Attorney Steeg stated that he received an email from Antonio Arroyo asking if the City was interested in acquiring 32.4 +/- acres of land on Hart Street.  Antonio Arroyo was on the Zoom call and stated that he was trying to help the owner find a developer but hasn’t been able to.  He is now offering the property to the City.  Attorney Steeg gave a background of the property stating that the land was purchase by Hart Street Development Group Inc. in 1992 for $600,000.  It is now listed on the MLS for $549,000.

The property has a step grade and has no water access.  Water would have to go through other surrounding land for access.  The property is not landlocked as there are two houses on Whippoorwill Lane that a small road could fit through or through a small frontage on Hart Street.

Mr. Arroyo stated that two owners of other land surrounding this piece would be willing to sell their land in order to have larger access for water.

MOTION:	To refer Lot #9, Map #58 Hart Street to the Planning Commission for an 8-24 review, and to also refer to Public Works, Parks and Water to see if they have any interest.

BY:  Thibeault								Seconded:  Panioto

For:  Panioto, Thibeault and Tyler.
Against:  None.
Abstained:  None.

2.  	Bristol Police Mutual Aid, Incorporated – Renewal of Lease

Attorney Steeg stated that the Bristol Police Mutual Aid rents out an area in the basement of 131North Main Street as a workout gym.  They have been utilizing this space for years from the City at $1.00 per year.

MOTION:	To approve the lease between the City of Bristol and the Bristol Police Mutual Aid, Incorporated from January, 2023 through December, 2024 under the same terms and conditions. 

BY:  Thibeault								Seconded:  Panioto

For:  Panioto, Thibeault and Tyler.
Against:  None.
Abstained:  None.



3.  	Bristol-Burlington Health District – Renewal of Lease

	The BBHD rents 3,136 square feet of space at the Senior Center at an annual cost of $53,514.04.  The lease includes a heating surcharge which is divided amongst the tenants.  The City pays all utilities and the BBHD pays their phones.  The lease is due to expire in December 2022.

	Discussion was had about the renovations at City Hall and whether the Probate Court would be returning to City Hall at 111 North Main Street.  Raymond Rogozinski stated that he had his architects draw up a conceptual plan for the Probate Court at the new City Hall.  He noted that the renovations are on time and on budget for October, 2023.  If the Probate Court moved over, it wouldn’t be until late Spring of 2024.

	The Committee didn’t want to tie up the City with a 3 year lease if City Hall renovations were on schedule, so it discussed possible options such as a one year lease with 1 year renewal options, an eighteen month lease and a one year lease with 6 month renewal options, all with a 2% increase per year.  The 2% increase would help to offset the utility rate increase due in December.

MOTION:	To approve a lease between the City of Bristol and the Bristol-Burlington Health District for a one year lease, with a two percent (2%) increase, with a one year option to renew.

BY:  Thibeault								Seconded:  Panioto

For:  Panioto, Thibeault and Tyler.
Against:  None.
Abstained:  None.

OLD BUSINESS:

1.	Tour of Assessor’s Map 43, Lot 98-1 Frederick Street
2.	Tour of Assessor’s Map 40, Lot 3 Broad Street
3.	Tour of Assessor’s Map 43, Lot 96 Twining Street

The Committee addressed all three lots as a whole.  Attorney Steeg stated the City has conducted a couple Walking Tours of the property over the last two months and discussed some options for the use of the property.  Mr. Palia combined all three lots together and filed a new map with the City so the description he has might not match.   He stated that Public Works was interested in the Broad Street property.
MOTION:	To refer Assessor’s Map 43, Lot 98-1 Frederick Street, Assessor’s Map 40, Lot 3 Broad Street and Map 43, Lot 96 Twinning Street to the Planning Commission for an 8-24 review.

BY:  Thibeault								Seconded:  Panioto

For:  Panioto, Thibeault and Tyler.
Against:  None.
Abstained:  None.


4.	Lot #12 Waterbury Road
Attorney Steeg stated that the neighbors adjacent to Lot #12 Waterbury Road, Taylor Whitten & Mikayla Rivard, have offered $6,000 for this property.  Their plan is to merge the two properties and make it one taxable piece of land. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Attorney Steeg stated that there were no other offers until yesterday when Babatunde Oginni from Farmington made an offer of $20,000.  The Whitten’s are able to close on the property in January, 2023.  Babatunde Oginni wants to obtain a building permit prior to purchasing the property to see if it’s even a buildable lot.  Attorney Steeg stated that the new offer may be a real estate investor who is most likely going to purchase the land, put a small house on it and sell the property.  He doesn’t believe he may not even know about the encroachment issues that run with the land.  

Raymond Rogozinski stated that there were no public sewers in that area.  You would have to get a perk test conducted and the codes are very strict now and it would be a significant hurdle to get a new code compliant septic system up there.  He doesn’t think anyone would be able to get a permit for that.

Attorney Steeg stated that it’s not always about the highest price for the property, but the best use of the property.

MOTION:	To approve the offer from Taylor and Makayla Whitten in the amount of $6,000. 

BY:  Thibeault								Seconded:  Panioto

For:  Panioto, Thibeault and Tyler.
Against:  None.
Abstained:  None.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:	To adjourn at 5:46 P.M.

By:  Panioto								Seconded:  Thibeault

For:  	Tyler and Thibeault.
Against:	None.
Abstained:	None.

This meeting was recorded. (The Zoom video cut out at one point and had to be restarted.)

Respectfully submitted,

Noelle Bates
Recording Secretary



________________________________________		
Susan Tyler, Chairwoman



