
 

 
 

City of Bristol 
Youth Commission 

 
INFORMATION TO ACCESS THIS MEETING 

https://bristolct-
gov.zoom.us/j/85852635281?pwd=IRy3Ua04nOCtOfUZr0UITPDvVbSPJg.1 

 
  

 

 
The regular Youth and Community Services Commission meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
August 12, 2026, at 6:00 PM. in City Hall, 111 North Main Street, Bristol, CT. 
 

             AGENDA   
1. Call to Order 

 a. Pledge of Allegiance 

 b. Attendance 

2. Public Participation 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 a. Approval of the June 10, 2026, Youth and Community Services Commission Regular 
Meeting Minutes 

4. Supervisor's Report 

 a. Supervisor's Report 

 b. Year to Date Financials 

 c. Summer Program Update 

 d. BEST Update 

 e. Youth Diversion Team 

5. Youth Report 

6. New Business 

 a. CADCA Training Presentation 
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 b. By Commissioners 

7. Old Business 

 a. By Commissioners 

8. Adjournment 
  

 
 
PER ORDER OF THE CHAIRPERSON 
Officer Matthew Gotowala 
  
 

Page 2



 

 

 

Youth and Community Services Commission 

 Wednesday, June 10, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.  

Bristol Parks, Recreation, Youth and Community Services – 51 High Street, Bristol CT 06010 
 

 

1. Call to Order 

Chair Matthew Gotowala called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 a. Pledge of Allegiance 

 
 

 

 b. Attendance 

 Members Present: Matthew Gotowala, Chair 
Deborah Ahl, Vice Chair 
Cecilia Garay, Commissioner  
Richard Kilby, Commissioner 
Jonathan Lukasiewicz, Commissioner 
Antonio Chatfield, Commissioner 
RJ Motel, Commissioner  
Donna Osuch, Commissioner 
Ellen Zoppo-Sassu, Mayor 
Steven Seymour, City Council Liaison 
Stephen Bynum, Youth and Community 
Services Supervisor 
Dr. Joshua Medeiros, Superintendent of 
Bristol Parks, Recreation, Youth and 
Community Services 
Jeffrey Arduini, Community Services 
Coordinator 
Ashante Malone, Youth and Family 
Coordinator 
Raven Cody, Youth and Family Coordinator 
Deedra Willingham, B.E.S.T Progect 
Coordinator 
 

Absent: Ryan Broderick, Commissioner 
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2. Public Participation 

Nothing to report. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 

 a. Approval of Minutes - April 8, 2026 - Youth Commission Regular Meeting 
Minutes 

 MOTION: Made by Commissioner Chatfield to Approve the April 8, 2026, Youth 
Commissioner Regular Meeting Minutes. 
Seconded by Commissioner Motel; all in favor; motion carried. 

 

4. Supervisor's Report 

 

 a. Supervisor's Report 

 Youth and Community Supervisor Stephen Bynum presented the Supervisor's Report. 
Supervisor Bynum provided updates on the number of intakes, families and clients 
receiving services and referrals. Community Service Coordinator Jeffrey Arduini is 
currently serving 90 active clients and provided updates on the Parent and Child Program. 
Discussion followed.  

 

 b. Project Aware End of the Year Staff Report 

 Youth and Family Coordinators Ashante Malone and Raven Cody presented the Project 
Aware End of the Year Staff Report. his included updates on several completed programs, 
such as Girls With a Purpose and Empower Hour, as well as upcoming events, including 
the 9th Annual Mayor's Back-to-School Pencil Hunt, which will be held in collaboration 
with the Bristol Board of Education on August 19, 2026, at Muzzy Field. Discussion 
followed. 

 

 c. Upcoming Summer Programming 

 Youth and Family Coordinators Ashante Malone and Raven Cody presented the 
Upcoming Summer Programming. Discussion followed.  

 

 d. B.E.S.T Update 

 B.E.S.T Project Coordinator Deedra Willingham presented the B.E.S.T Updates. 
Coordinator Willingham thanked the commission for their support, as the B.E.S.T 
Coordinator position was approved a Full-Time position. Coordinator Willingham also 
presented the information regarding the CADCA Conference in July. Coordinator 
Willingham also thanked City Council Member Steven Seymour for the use of his studio 
and resources for the Youth Coalition Podcast. Discussion followed.  
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 e. Youth Diversion Team 

 Youth and Community Supervisor Stephen Bynum presented the Youth Diversion Team 
updates. Discussion followed.  

 

 f. Year to Date Financials 

 Youth and Community Supervisor Stephen Bynum presented the Year-to-Date Financials. 
Discussion followed.  

 

5. Youth Report 

Commissioner Motel and Commissioner Chatfield presented the Youth Report, where they 
shared the first episode of the Youth Coalition Podcast with the commission. Discussion 
followed.  

6. New Business 

 

 a. CADCA Training 

 Nothing to report as this was discussed during the B.E.S.T Update.  
 

 b. By Commissioners 

 Nothing to report.  
 

7. Old Business 

 

 a. Youth and Prevention Leaders Awards Review/Discussion 

 Chair Matthew Gotowala presented the Review and Discussion of the Youth and 
Prevention Leadership Awards. Chair Gotowala thanked everyone for their help that 
evening with their flexibility due to the location change, and would like to revisit the 
application prior to next year's event. Discussion followed.  

 

 b. By Commissioners 

 Mayor Ellen Zoppo-Sassu shared some kind words about the role Youth and Community 
Services played during a recent case that required collaboration with other departments 
within the city. 
 
Commissioner Lukaiewicz inquired about the "Be the Solution, Not the Pollution" 
Campaign. Superintendent Medeiros shared that Bristol Parks, Recreation, Youth and 
Community Services had launched the Green Team, in efforts to help spread awareness 
about littering as well as community clean-up opportunities. Discussion followed.  
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City Council Liaison Steve Seymour presented updates from the Ordinance Committee on 
the new Vape Ordinance. Discussion followed.  

 

8. Adjournment 

MOTION: Made by Commissioner Motel to adjourn at 7:01 p.m. 
Seconded by Commissioner Chatfield; all in favor; motion carried.  

  

Respectfully Submitted,  
Amaris Estrada 
Recording Secretary 
Youth and Community Services Commission 
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111 North Main Street, City Hall 2nd Floor Bristol, CT 06010 | 860-584-6160 | Parksandrecreation@bristolct.gov  
 

To learn more about the City of Bristol’s Parks, Recreation, Youth & Community Services Department; visit us at 
www.Bristolrec.com 

 Join the conversation @BristolCTParksandRecreation on Facebook & @bristolctparksrecservices on Instagram 

 
Youth & Community Services Supervisor Report 

Youth Commission 
(August 12, 2026) 

 

I. Counseling Updates 
 

The Youth and Community Services Division is responsible for the coordination of a 

comprehensive community-based youth services bureau and the delivery of essential life 

services for Bristol residents in need. The Bureau strives to enhance the networking and 

support between family, school, peer, and community environments. Direct services include 

juvenile diversion programming, individual and family counseling, crisis support and positive 

youth development opportunities 

This report is being generated to reflect data for individual and Family Counseling, Intakes 

and Referrals: 

● Number of intakes conducted by staff: 0 (June - Present) 
● Number of clients currently receiving services: 22 (Full-time staff, Contractors and 

Interns) 
● Number of families referred by the BOE: 12 summer camp programs 
● Number of families referred for (FWSN) Families with Service’s Needs: 0 

 

 

Community Services and the Parent and Child Program: 

Case Management Services: 108 active clients 

● Intakes (June - Present) Basic Needs (6), Relocation (1), Evictions (15) and Foreclosures 
(0) 

● Intakes for the caring closet (9), SNAP Applications (2), Bus Passes (7), Husky Ins (2) 
● (1) referrals made to Fair Rent Commission / (2) referral made to Fair Housing 
● Rental Assistance (2), Security Deposit (2), Energy Assistance (3) 
● Comm Services is seeing an increase in online hacking of SNAP Card accounts. 
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Community Services has had a presence at the Farmers Market the last few weeks handing out 

reusable bags, and Community Resources Guides. Community Services was able to interact with 

the public and answer an array of questions about the Park Updates, Summer Youth Programs, 

and available resources in the community for someone experiencing hardship. 

 

WIC had a diaper drive on 7/25 which was successful and they gave out their diapers on 8/8 at 

the farmers market. 
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Summer Programs 

 

 

Roberto Clemente Baseball League 

Bristol Youth Services partnered with the Bristol Boys and Girls Club for the Roberto Clemente 

Baseball league. This program ran for 5 weeks on Mondays from 10:30am to 1pm, beginning on 

June 29th and ending on July 27th, with the players being recognized at the BBGC family day on 

July 31st. By assisting with the league, staff continued to strengthen relationships with Bristol 

youth and families.  
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Youth Bowling Nights 

Youth Bowling Nights is for youth ages 10-17 years old and 

takes place at Spare Time. This program is free and provides 

youth with 1.5 hours of bowling, bowling shoes, and dinner 

each week. A new addition to the program this year includes 

a collaboration with the BBGC, with BPRYCS allotting 10 

weekly slots for Cambridge Park youth. This meaningful 

partnership has resulted in a more consistent turnout in 

participants than past Summers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Basketball League at Brackett Park 

A free recreational basketball league run by Youth 

Services staff and Bristol Boys and Girls Club staff. 

This year, Pastor Tasha Harris with Bethel New 

England church has partnered with BPRYCS to coach 

a team. This league provides an opportunity to 

further develop sportsmanship skills, meet new 

friends in a team environment, and spend time in 

the park! BPRYCS plans to provide a free pizza social for all program participants following the 

championship game on August 13th 
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Financial Assistance Program 

The financial assistance program received over 79 total application and provided a summer 

camp experience for over 120 youth. These youth participated in camps from Bristol Parks and 

Recreation, Bristol Boys and Girls club, Bristol Bulldogs and Cheer and more. Total support to 

eligible families equaled $28,490.00 

 

 

 

 

Social Worker in the Summer Camps: 

Summer Camp 2026 has been a successful and positive 

experience for campers and staff. We are in our final week of 

camp and there have been no significant incidents requiring 

intervention and no reports made to the Department of 

Children and Families (DCF) throughout the summer. Staff have 

fostered a safe, supportive, and engaging environment, 

contributing to a smooth and enjoyable camp season for all 

participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 12

http://www.bristolrec.com/


 

111 North Main Street, City Hall 2nd Floor Bristol, CT 06010 | 860-584-6160 | Parksandrecreation@bristolct.gov  
 

To learn more about the City of Bristol’s Parks, Recreation, Youth & Community Services Department; visit us at 
www.Bristolrec.com 

 Join the conversation @BristolCTParksandRecreation on Facebook & @bristolctparksrecservices on Instagram 

 

 

 

9th Annual Mayor’s Back to School Pencil Hunt & BOE Bash 

Our department is very excited as we continue to prepare for this year’s 9th Annual Mayor’s 

Pencil Hunt and Back to School Bash. For the second year, BPRYCS is partnering with the Board 

of Education to co-host the Back-to-School Bash. This is a free event, where students and 

families are provided with school supplies and valuable community resources from local 

organizations attending the event. We look forward to another successful event supporting the 

youth and families in our community. 
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B.E.S.T. Updates 
 
 

 

• Overdose Awareness day is Saturday 8/22 
12pm-2pm at Rockwell Amphitheater. If you 
would like to come volunteer and help with 
the event reach out to me. Otherwise consider 
attending to get some resources. 
 
 

• Podcast episodes are half way done, stay 
tuned for our YouTube channel and roll out. 
We are in the works of discussing the 
sustainability with the podcast.  
 

• Our Mindful Yoga Series is more than half 
way done. Consider joining our free class 
Tuesdays 10-11a at the Stone House. 
 

• 4-Point planning will begin soon, stay tuned 
for any trends to be mindful of. 
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CITY OF BRISTOL

YEAR-TO-DATE BUDGET REPORT

Report generated: 08/10/2026 09:28
User:             StephenBynum
Program ID:       glytdbud

Page      1

                                                                                                         

  FOR 2027 13

ACCOUNTS FOR:                                 ORIGINAL    TRANFRS/     REVISED                                    AVAILABLE    PCT
001      GENERAL FUND                          APPROP     ADJSTMTS      BUDGET     YTD ACTUAL   ENCUMBRANCES        BUDGET    USE/COL

0017025 YOUTH & COMMUNITY SERVICES         

001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-432026-                        YOUTH SERVICES BUREAU
                                               -41,845           0     -41,845            .00            .00     -41,845.00     .0% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-432147-                        ENHANCEMENT SERVICES
                                               -20,360           0     -20,360            .00            .00     -20,360.00     .0% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-432157-                        YOUTH SERVICES SUPPLEMENT
                                               -12,135           0     -12,135            .00            .00     -12,135.00     .0% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-450301-                        WELFARE EVICTION RECEIPTS
                                                -9,000           0      -9,000            .00            .00      -9,000.00     .0% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-514000-                        REGULAR WAGES & SALARIES
                                               362,355           0     362,355      27,779.51            .00     334,575.49    7.7% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-515100-                        OVERTIME WAGES & SALARIES
                                                 3,500           0       3,500         849.45            .00       2,650.55   24.3% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-515200-                        PARTTIME WAGES & SALARIES
                                                 2,900           0       2,900       1,498.20            .00       1,401.80   51.7% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-517000-                        OTHER WAGES
                                                 1,715           0       1,715       1,762.78            .00         -47.78  102.8% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-531000-                        PROFESSIONAL FEES & SERVICES
                                                20,000           0      20,000            .00       8,000.00      12,000.00   40.0% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-531115-                        JRB COORDINATION
                                                 8,225           0       8,225            .00       8,225.00            .00  100.0% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-531120-                        PROJECT AWARE
                                                41,845           0      41,845            .00      10,950.00      30,895.00   26.2% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-531135-                        ENHANCEMENT SERVICES
                                                20,360           0      20,360       1,428.00       2,572.00      16,360.00   19.6% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-531136-                        YOUTH SERVICES SUPPLEMENT
                                                12,135           0      12,135            .00         279.00      11,856.00    2.3% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-553000-                        TELEPHONE
                                                   710           0         710            .00         785.00         -75.00  110.6% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-581120-                        CONFERENCES & MEMBERSHIPS
                                                 2,750           0       2,750            .00         800.00       1,950.00   29.1% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-581240-                        WELFARE EVICTIONS & AUCTIONS
                                                11,000           0      11,000            .00            .00      11,000.00     .0% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-581745-                        NONREIMBURSEABLE INCIDENTALS
                                                 5,000           0       5,000            .00            .00       5,000.00     .0% 
001 -20-70-7025-0000-000-587232-                        RELOCATION COSTS
                                                30,000           0      30,000       4,000.00            .00      26,000.00   13.3% 

     TOTAL YOUTH & COMMUNITY SERVICES          439,155           0     439,155      37,317.94      31,611.00     370,226.06   15.7%

     TOTAL GENERAL FUND                        439,155           0     439,155      37,317.94      31,611.00     370,226.06   15.7%

                           TOTAL REVENUES      -83,340           0     -83,340            .00            .00     -83,340.00
                           TOTAL EXPENSES      522,495           0     522,495      37,317.94      31,611.00     453,566.06

Page 15

https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=aC%2BMTcPqdZbNUUX1u2XxeJ0%2Fh%2Bt8p35Y0RYYUUKcT7jvgF3Ug4EEbibpT2efiPXS
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=EKJCOK6aW4Jm15mh9bc2bW8Cp9o34yJHT7Ai4AUhPpsPCJ74G3Igbv28R1QtV1ZL
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=u10sNtkwBHMkcZvxuEtXsg1a4RnapLq%2FtqLG1vbXzo1HDcw2t0WTyiuThHAcxPht
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=lwq4erSUjdQs0Qc09aKKlYKvimrsGK8ZpQ1IToQxe1a%2Fijdm%2BB0I%2FQAWOb6Ihcr6
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=pfmB5xMBba6XDR%2B%2B10613ShhislJtcf412XWbq%2FvO7OF4DkoWQ%2BKEh2Yg%2BEjTC6f
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=cjy1px3VsT6QVhtXf7fkin6HEst8QYh7%2FnGOagKuO8D0DXmI6aewjjt7hzWEKyyO
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=M%2BB0dOwrqMZYSSXBS1xISMerp8XtvIRMwQlvGrYsw3q5fNQioRWZihovTrOo8mBB
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=M1tkrgdtceKuzsTMAHhzBw%2BZcn%2BPnGaXlwNYNTS4mtv%2B02m%2FGb6PxIG3riUqQIF1
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=4DjiNu%2BtsVEn2%2B2ZBk3oGitK1AA5hDm6lhR5pyOwErVSYHcGUGnxlzsqadiYCVZP
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=3kWE39aEXhrVV5lDRUfQDtsZJ7jHa13mq8mUs8S0TEXrfS9%2BddcXN76mq2Cs%2B7FZ
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=Pw3OKrQgKtcUZL5oUQU0QAkiGOQEh02Dwq4k3xGj46nUZ%2By24EiVQGMz4HGwIwSg
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=eTiYVYsFlUOOVgf0%2B5vQjvCjvXnrof1oTq4R2wzHU6KJFjBTNwiVltOjuDnWvUH8
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=mij8MC95eI%2FAAvbhjlrIJJFVvDbT4qAWsPrizLT6052DJwY83qu5A%2Fkyoi%2BBykz7
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=E6BLtAEpYihPgZKXnNl8%2F5Gg0S8ofM%2F4kQ%2BNSk8OAkXAqYAfC9iqJckIDIGEf2aO
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=wC7x5Wlos7e68FMtBgkGCFP%2B99KtdNxMAlJRAW42SoLpQOm2X8KTiGPaaaHnUpxX
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=Zj9LbhlDXAr7WT6xxPeH%2F%2BwwTpIPtktbKJZYmC1Gu8mixtOul%2FxRuiRLo9xg0vJv
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=v%2Bpcq1YlmkIZ3PIYKW4TeU3aULVcrxl2npvF%2F00LzsA02HbhwmM0VYJN7TRHr6EZ
https://tylererp.bristolct.gov/prod/munis/gas/app/ua/r/mugwc/glactinq?Arg=--mutoken&Arg=ZHV8Gh0UarQEkkX1VHI83NSGWb1LQpO5CYygaAmUb27p9dEyIL900Nsh%2F9wbwXpv


CITY OF BRISTOL

YEAR-TO-DATE BUDGET REPORT

Report generated: 08/10/2026 09:28
User:             StephenBynum
Program ID:       glytdbud

Page      2

                                                                                                         

  FOR 2027 13

                                              ORIGINAL    TRANFRS/     REVISED                                    AVAILABLE    PCT
                                               APPROP     ADJSTMTS      BUDGET     YTD ACTUAL   ENCUMBRANCES        BUDGET    USE/COL

                              GRAND TOTAL      439,155           0     439,155      37,317.94      31,611.00     370,226.06   15.7%

                                          ** END OF REPORT - Generated by Stephen Bynum **                                          
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7/1/25-6/30/26 YDT Statistics: 
 
 
YDT had 18 Cases  
We currently have 5 Open Cases and 2 pending 
 
Open Cases: (Somes cases have more than one charge) 

Charge Number of Cases 

Breach of Peace 2nd  3 

Criminal Misc 2 

Motor vehicle 2  

 
Pending Cases: 

Police Referral Beyond control 1 

Thr. 2nd, Assault 3rd 1 case 2 Charges 

 
Total Open Cases Gender 

Female 0 

Male 5 
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BRISTOL POLICE DEPARTMENT
Community Relations Division
2026 Monthly Juvenile Arrest Report

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC YTD TOTAL

5 5 2 3 1 7 6 29

1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

4 5 1 2 1 7 5 25

0 0 1 1 0 0 1 3

4 5 1 1 1 7 6 25

1 0 1 2 0 0 0 4

2 2 0 1 0 1 0 6

6 6 6 4 0 3 7 32

2 8 0 1 2 5 7 25

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2

LARCENY OF M/V 1 4 0 0 0 1 4 10

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC YTD TOTAL

AGE 8:                      MALE 0

FEMALE 0

AGE 9:                      MALE 0

                                      FEMALE 0

AGE 10:                 MALE 0

FEMALE 0

AGE 11: MALE 0

FEMALE 0

AGE 12: MALE 1 1

FEMALE 0

AGE 13: MALE 0

FEMALE 0

AGE 14: MALE 1 4 5

FEMALE 0

AGE 15: MALE 2 2 3 7

FEMALE 1 1 2

AGE 16: MALE 1 2 1 2 1 7

FEMALE 0

AGE 17: MALE 1 1 1 1 1 5

FEMALE 2 2

PREPARED BY: Lt. Eric Hanson

FEMALE ARREST

REPEAT OFFENDER

MISDEMEANOR CHARGES

FELONY CHARGES

AGE & SEX STATISTICS:

ALCOHOL OFFENSES

MARIJUANA OFFENSES

NARCOTICS OFFENSES

TOTAL JUVENILE ARREST

ARREST STATISTICS:

JRB REFERRAL

ADULT REFERRAL

MALE ARREST

JUVENILE COURT REFERRAL

5 5

2
3

1

7
6

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

N
U

M
BE

R 
O

F 
AR

RE
ST

ARREST TRENDS
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