
CODE ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, March 01, 2023
City Council Chambers
CODE ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:


Richard J. Brown, Chief Building Official
Sue Tyler, City Council (in proxy)


                               
                                    Edward Spyros, Zoning Enforcement Officer
Josh Corey, DPW (in proxy)

                                    Joseph Pagliaruli, Water Dept. (in proxy)
Also in Attendance:  Jeffrey Steeg, Corporation Counsel   

                                    Ann Bednaz, Tax Collector
                                    Noelle Bates, Corporation Counsel 
Aubrey Minkler, Community Services

                   Carrie Tedd, Bristol Senior Center (Zoom)
Emmanuel Lorenzo, Assessors Office (Zoom)

John Aniolowski, BHA

John Digiovana, Assessors Office
David Sgro, ECD (Zoom)

Jason Welch, 
Absent                         Raymond Rogozinski, Public Works                                                                        
                                     Robert Osborne, Lieutenant BPD 
Michael Yacovino, Fire Prevention Inspector
                                     Robert Longo, Water Department   
                                     Marco Palmieri, Bristol-Burlington Health District 
ITEM 1. Call to Order and Introductions
Sue Tyler in proxy called to order the Wednesday, March 01, 2023, Code Enforcement Committee Special Meeting at 9:09 AM in the City Hall West Facility Meeting Room 1 as an information meeting per lack of quorum.  No votes or actions were taken. 
ITEM 2. New Business 

252 & 252 1/2 Terryville Rd – Ed Spyros, Zoning Blight conditions.,- We received a complaint, and sent a warning letter, but no corrections have been done. A citation will be issued in the next few days.

7 Brookside Drive & 9 Carol Drive -   Rick Brown, BBD – Concerns about rats in the neighborhood, the Bristol Burlington Health Dept. is looking into this complaint. Brookside Dr. owed taxes.  

41/43 Divinity ST.  Ed Spyros, Zoning Enforcement Officer.  The serious Blight issue going on for a couple of months. A citation was issued and appealed by the owner.  Ongoing. 
45 Divinity ST.  Jeff Steeg, Corp Counsel. This property is owned by Debo Russ 3 LLC and the business is forfeited.
28 Merriman Rd. - Rick Brown, BBD. – Several violations. The letter was sent ongoing
491 West St. Rick Brown, BBD. - Retaining wall issue, letter also was sent. Waiting for follow up
ITEM 3.- Discussion of  Properties of Interest and/or Concern to Committee Members

58 Sixth Street. Rick Brown, BBD – Sent a Citation Ticket, the owner contacted the office and a meeting is set up for next week. Ongoing. 
ITEM 4. Old Business

48 High St. Erica Mikulak, BBHD. The property managing this property wasn’t responding to any letter. A call to a law firm tied to a title search was made aware of the several violations including, broken windows, a unit with no heat, etc.  They fixed the issues and the heat was turned back on. A site visit to confirm the repairs is due today.  Ongoing/Nuisance 
126 High St. Richard J. Brown, BBD. This property had several code enforcement violations; exterior/interior. A violation letter was sent on January 18, 2023, still waiting to hear back from the owner. Erica Mikulak, BBHD said they haven’t heard from the owner either. Ongoing/Nuisance
144 Garfield Rd. Richard J. Brown, BBD. A call came in regarding this property, and a site visit was conducted on January 14, 2023, for minor hoarding issues. The owner committed to cleaning up the property. A follow-up visit will be scheduled.  Closed.
482 Broad St. Richard J. Brown, BBD.  In January this property was brought to our attention by the BBHD, A group site visit was conducted, and the trailer was condemned. On January 26, 2023, was also condemned by the Health Department. The trailer was uninhabitable at that time. The owner shows no concerns as he also owns another trailer on the premises. Marco Palmeri, BBHD,   The trailer was placarding, the trailer is unfit for human habitation. The owner is aware the trailer can’t be occupied. Aubrey Minkler, Community Service. A tenant was living there that was relocated until January 31, 2023. A lien will be placed on the property for the relocation expenses. Tom Denoto, the assessor’s office made clear the trailer if were to be demolished, it will be hard to place a lien on the premises of the park.  It will be a loss for the City of Bristol. 
916 Stafford Ave. Richard J. Brown, BBD. A tenant was supposed to inhabit a tenant space, the location was under violation notice for approx. seven months. Some of the violations had been completed without letting the Building department know. A site visit revealed extended violations that went beyond what the prior letter had said.  On January 19, 2023, a violation letter was sent. An attorney contacted us, they did some cleanup but still have not taken out permits to correct the rest of the violations. Erica Mikulak, BBHD. Also, a warning letter was sent on January 18, 2023, a coffee shop is planning on opening but violations need to be corrected first. Also, the attorney contacted the BBHD with a promise to repair the violations. Ann Bednaz, Tax Collector. Real Estate Taxes along with Property taxes are owed, before any permits be taken out, the taxes has to be paid.     Ongoing/Nuisance

58 Leon Rd. Richard J. Brown, BBD. A hoarding situation was reported by the living son’ girlfriend. Lisa Soucy is the owner, a group inspection was done in January and a letter was sent out requesting compliance for some minor hoarding around the furnace area that needs to have air for correct functioning.  Lisa, the owner has been in contact stating she will clean up the area to access the attic to see if there is any existing mold. She asked for an extension which was granted but warned if failed with the extension she will get a Citation Ticket. Ongoing/Nuisance
502 South St. Erica Mikulak, BBHD. Received a complaint and a letter was sent out to the property management company, existing window problems, after the time allow and not complying with violations, a second letter was sent. Next week will be a follow-up. Richard J. Brown, BBD sent a letter on January 18th, 2023. Mold and windows were not sealed which was causing water to get inside. As of today, no permits have been pulled. Ongoing/Nuisance
16 Bishop St. Richard J. Brown, BBD.  The front porch of this property was falling, met with the owner. They complied with the violations. Closed.
467 Farmington Ave. Richard J. Brown, BBD. The AutoZone back lot had trash and a letter went out on January 17th, 2023. Ongoing/Nuisance
99 Main St. Richard J. Brown, BBD. This was the old Bristol Press, met with the owner and agreed, he wasn’t aware of the broken windows, and fixed the violations. As of today, nothing has been done. A follow-up letter will be sent. Ongoing/Nuisance
551 Farmington Ave. Ed Spyros, Zoning Enforcement Officer. The owner was ordered to clean up the gas pumps with no compliance, He has issued approximately $3000 in fines. Mayor Jeff Caggiano said he drove by this address and noticed the gas pumps were gone.  The owner applied for permits and was approved but has not been paid. Ann Bednaz, Tax Collector stated personal property taxes are owed.  Permits can be revoked until taxes are paid. Ongoing/Nuisance

29 Chesnut St. Richard J. Brown, BBD. This was a three-car garage in the back that needed repair or demolition, and they pulled a permit for demolition. We sent a letter to clean up the debris and they did.  Closed.  
400 Middle St. Richard J. Brown, BBD. A visit revealed several violations including Fire Department, Health Department, and Building Department. They were asked to take out Tenancy permits. Follow up visit will be scheduled. Ann Bednaz, Tax Collector shared this property and also owed personal property taxes going back to 2019.   Ongoing/Nuisance
80 South St. Richard J. Brown, BBD. A Furniture store was announced to open on social media, a group visit revealed that indeed a lot of renovation has been done, and they were asked to pull permits. Kris Lambert, BFD confirmed that permits had been taken out in the building site and fire protection. Closed.
65 Memorial Blvd. Richard J. Brown, BBD, The Old Napa Business that has been now vacant and has accumulated garbage, debris, and an old mattress, a letter was sent on January 24th, 2023. Ongoing/Nuisance

ITEM 5. Discussion of properties of interest concern to Committee Members

None. 
86 Fifth St. Richard J. Brown, BBD. The owner built the house in the wrong location. Went through the appeal process and was denied by the Board and ordered to modify the house by changing the footprint, the owner claims he has done some of the work but as of today has not been verified as wasn’t able to get inside. A second citation ticket was sent on January 25, 2023, to get compliance with it. Ongoing/Nuisance

58 Sixth St. Richard J. Brown, BBD. The owner took out a roof permit with convoluted information, initially, he said a tree came down on the roof and he was just doing shingles repair. A drive-by revealed the back of the house was hit causing structural damage and an inspection of the property was done. Closed.  
ITEM 6. Old Business 

300 Battle St. Richard J. Brown, BBD. This is a vacant building, A letter was sent out to the board and secured in January with no response a citation ticket will be issued.  Ongoing/Nuisance

137 Mercier Ave. Erica Mikulak, BBHD. An ongoing situation with this property, has not had water since May 2022, 
Robert Luongo, Bristol Water Dept. has contacted the mortgage company with no success, and also offered the resident assistance through HRA on three occasions but he has not cooperated. Closed.
510 Matthew St. Richard J. Brown, BBD. This property came to our attention through the Bristol Fire Dept. One of the sheds has caught fire. After we visit the site, it revealed more violations, a homemade solar system in his back yard, which we asked to be removed, but he has taken permits out and complied, Ongoing/Nuisance

69 Lawndale Ave. Richard Brown, BBD A demolition of a car Garage has been ordered, Ann Bednaz also shared that the property owned real estate and tall grass taxes.   Ongoing/Nuisance

243 Fern Hill Rd. Richard J. Brown, BBD this property was asked to cover the pool, remove the roof’s tarp, and fix the railings. Gutters hanging off the roof, we have sent violation letters and Three Citations tickets. The house is in foreclosure.  Ongoing/Nuisance     
81 Wolcott St. Richard J. Brown, BBD the owner is not complying with the violations including structure falling off the front porch, etc. A scheduled follow-up visit is scheduled for February 11, 2023, with Citation tickets following if not compliant. Ann Bednaz, Tax Collector said the January taxes has not been paid. Ongoing/Nuisance 
56 Park St. Richard J. Brown, BBD. A hoarding situation that is in the process of being cleaned, Erica Mikulak, BBHD spoke to Greg, the office manager and they are in the process of cleaning it up and will call for a group inspection. Ongoing/Nuisance
131 Gridley St. Richard J. Brown, BBD. This property was delayed in the process of demolition because of a change of ownership, a demolition letter was sent on January 06, 2023, to Ann Bednaz, Tax Collector 

Ongoing/Nuisance
45 Grassy Rd. Ed Spyros, Zoning Enforcement Officer  This property it’s an ongoing situation with cleaning up, suggesting a professional clean up, the owner has promised to clean up but this has not happened. Citation tickets had been sent, Attorney Steeg suggested sending a warning letter and if not complying then hiring a professional contractor by the city then put a lien on the property. Ongoing/Nuisance
330 East Rd. Richard J. Brown, BBD. The owner is not complying with violations, nothing has been done or completed, the roof still leaks, and the tenants still have electrical and plumbing issues, and unsanitary conditions, Citation tickets were sent, and the appeal granted an extension, we did a group inspection along with the health department on January 26, 2023.
 The property management signed a paper acknowledging out of the 13 code enforcement violations, 11 are still not completed, another group inspection is scheduled for February 24, 2023. In regards or the health department violations, out of 8, only 3 were corrected. Ann Bednaz, January taxes have not been paid.    Ongoing/Nuisance  
74 Locust. Richard J. Brown, BBD. And Ongoing issues with this property for a while, the past weekend a broken pipe burst in the third unit. Letters had been sent, property owner argues the violations have been corrected which they have not. No permits have been taken out. A citation ticket was sent on January 26, 2023. Erica Mikulak, BBHD the tenant on the third floor was relocated per utilities were shut off after the pipe burst, the tenant will clean up so the contrition company can access the unit to repair the damage. Kristopher Lambert, BFD conducted a partial group inspection on Monday along with the Health and Building dept. and yesterday a complete inspection was done. Numerous fire code violations were documented. The tenant can go back to the apartment. Taxes are also due on this property for January.
    Ongoing/Nuisance
369 Park St. Richard J. Brown, BBD. Several group inspections, the most recent one was on January 23, 2023. The landlord has corrected the violations.  
Ongoing/Nuisance  
81 North Main St. Richard J. Brown, BBD, A meeting was set up for February 10, 2023, to go over the request of changing. Erica Mikulak, BBHD. 
Ongoing/Nuisance 
362 Shrub Rd. – Richard J. Brown, BBD. No Change
31 Balsam Rd. - Richard J. Brown, BBD. No Change
83 Gridley St.  Richard J. Brown, BBD. They appeal the citation ticket and were waived. January taxes have not been paid.  Ongoing/Nuisance. 
11 Summer St. Richard J. Brown, BBD, Closed
200 Prospect St. Richard J. Brown, BBD took out permits to fix the violations. Ongoing/Nuisance.
ITEM 7. To Adjourn
It was MOVED by Commissioner, Robert Luongo and seconded by Commissioner Lt. Robert Osborne to adjourn the Code Enforcement Meeting at 9:50 am and it was unanimously approved.

Respectfully submitted,

Martha I. Bravo
Recording Secretary 

Building Department
Senior Administrative Assistant/Code Enforcement


