



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR’S OPIOID TASK FORCE

131 NORTH MAIN STREET
OCTOBER 16, 2023 @ 5:00 p.m.

ATTENDEES: 

Mayor Jeffrey Caggiano 




Christina Benvenuto




Laura Libby





Dr. Andrew Lin





Lisa Coates 





Christie Ganavage





Kristina Tanguay





Scott Rosado





Mallory Deprey





Daniel Jackson





Sandra Kamens





Alyssa Marin





Chad Layton

Gennesis Ojeda – Recording Secretary
ITEM #1 – CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS
Mayor Caggiano called the meeting to order at 5:00 followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
ITEM #2 – ACCEPTANCE OF AUGUST, 2023 MINUTES

The Committee did not approve the minutes as Sandy Kamens did not have an opportunity to review them.
ITEM #3 – UPDATE ITEMS

ITEM #3A –  COBRA & BRISTOL POLICE PARTNERSHIP

Chief Gould was on vacation so there was no update from him.  EMS guy reported that there was a COBRA meeting last month and there is also one scheduled for this month.  Bristol Hospital received a $5,000 grant from the Main Street Community Foundation.  They will use these funds to print pamphlets and share information about COBRA and the Bristol Police Partnership.  There was also an update from EMS that they are going to start some of the patients that overdose in the field and they get revived with Narcan.  They are experiencing withdrawal symptoms after being revived.  They will start to induce them with suboxone in the field.  The Medical Director has approved this.  They also received approval from the Department of Consumer Protection to be able to carry norepinephrine in their narcotic kits.  They are in the process of putting training together for staff members.  Once a patient is induced in the field, they will be transported to Bristol Hospital as a COBRA patient and the care will continue with counselors and get them in touch with Wheeler Clinic to continue the medication care.
What EMS has seen in the last 6 months is that since they are not the first to arrive on scene, narcan has been administered by a bystander or the police.  Unfortunately, the nasal dosage is all they have which is a high dose.  So, if a patient has an addiction to opioids then they will go into precipitated withdrawal after the narcan revival.  This will cause them to get sick and refuse to go to the hospital and this most likely will end up in another overdose a few hours later.  So by giving them the norepinephrine, it takes away the withdrawal symptoms and more likely they will get treatment at the hospital.
EMS is trying to implement this practice starting October 1st.

Tina Tanguay reported that in this month alone there have been 10 overdose and 3 fatalities since August 1, 2023.  Over the years, the numbers have been increasing exponentially.  This year is our worst year so far.  

She also stated that they have access to information from Sword and they obtain accurate information from them about overdoses and deaths.    She is reaching out to them to try and get assistance from them.

ITEM #3B -  B.E.S.T.

Mike Tingley reported that a billboard went up in May on Middle Street that said Protect Our Youth From Using Opioids; Lock Up Your Medications.  It was supposed to be up for 4 weeks but ended up staying up until the beginning of August.  

They have also started some Narcan training.  At the end of June they trained all the leaders of the summer recreational clubs on the use of Narcan.  As well as some facts about the opioid epidemic.  

On August 1st they started their monthly Narcan trainings.  They will continue on the 1st  Tuesday of every month .  The next one will be on September 5th and will take place at the Department of Park & Recreation, Youth and Community Services.  They will be giving out free Narcan kits.

Last month he attended the CADCA prevention conference that prevention professionals from around the country go to.    In addition to opioid information, they also had a segment on Death Diaries which was about fentanyl overdose and stories of loved ones that had passed from overdose.  

Mike also stated that he applied for and received the State Opioid Response Grant for $5,000.00 from Amplify which is run by the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services.  Some of what he has used this money is for lawn signs throughout the Parks which had 15 different facts on them regarding opioids.    He has also used the funds for two more billboards which he has placed as close to each of the High Schools as possible.     He is also talking to Bristol pharmacy to have an additional safe drop box for prescription pills.  There are also drop boxes at Beacon Pharmacy and the Bristol Police Station.

ITEM #3C – COMMUNITY RESOURCE OFFICER

The Mayor stated that this is going to be a continuing item on the Agenda because the goal is to 

potentially build a subunit of Community Resource Officers, much like we have in the schools, we would have one for the community.  Unfortunately it is very difficult to hire police officers.  We have 122 sworn officers and we are about 15 officers short right now.  The Chief is not here so he is not sure what the most recent numbers of new hires that are going through training.  Last he heard was that there were about 29 that have passed their training and are going through the process.  Hopefully they will have about 10 new officers that will be going through the Academy and are also looking for Certified Officers.
The Mayor also stated that this program could be funded by a regular source of revenue that we have.  The last update he gave from the first revenue received from Truelieve was a very small number.  This number has stabilized in the $23,000 per month that is coming into the City.  So we have significant funds that are put aside so that we could use that as a potential cost to offset any new officers or any other new programs.  He also mentioned that we have revenue from the Opioid Litigation to fund a Community Resource Officer which is hopes to have in place by the Fall.
He is asking the Committee to come up with ideas that we could use the funding for.

ITEM #4 -
NEW BUSINESS

None as new business could not be taken up as it was a special meeting.

ITEM #5 -
ANNOUNCEMENTS

At this time the zoom meeting was hacked and the recording had to be shut down.
ITEM # 6 – ADJOURNMENT
No motion was made to adjourn the meeting because of a lack of a quorum, but the meeting ended at 6:35.
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