
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  

MAYOR’S OPIOID TASK FORCE 

131 NORTH MAIN STREET 

OCTOBER 16, 2023 @ 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

ATTENDEES:   Mayor Jeffrey Caggiano   

Chief Brian Gould  

Christina Benvenuto 

    Laura Libby 

    Dr. Andrew Lim 

    Lisa Coates  

    Christie Ganavage 

    Kristina Tanguay 

    Scott Rosado 

    Mallory Deprey 

    Daniel Jackson 

    Sandra Kamens 

    Alyssa Marin 

    Chad Layton 

    Courtney Dollar  

    Michael Tinley  

    Matt Norton  

    Karen Barron (zoom) 

Karen Kiley (zoom) 

Angie BBHD (zoom) 

Despina Loukas (zoom)  

Gennesis Ojeda – Recording Secretary 

 

ITEM #1 – CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS 

 

Mayor Caggiano called the meeting to order at 5:00 followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ITEM #2 – ACCEPTANCE OF MAY AND AUGUST, 2023 MINUTES 

 

The Committee did not approve the minutes as Sandra Kamens did not have an opportunity to 

review them. 

 

A motion was made by Sandra Kamens to table the approval of meeting minutes and seconded 

by Chief Gould. All in favor.   
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ITEM #3 – UPDATE ITEMS 

 

ITEM #3A –  COBRA & BRISTOL POLICE PARTNERSHIP 

 

No action taken.  

 

ITEM #3B -  B.E.S.T. 

 

Mike Tingley reported that the billboard on Middle Street is working because 10 people have 

signed up for training.  B.E.S.T has also paid for a speaker for an Overdose seminar at the 

schools. 

 

ITEM #3C – MAYOR’S UPDATE  

 

Tiny Tanguay stated that in the month of September there were 8 non-fatal overdoses and 7 

deaths related to overdoses.  In the past couple of years we have had an increase in deaths from 

overdoses.  Tina gave information on how overdoses are broken down:  They are broken down 

by year, age group, gender, location, what causes them and the root of ingestion.  People think 

this is a homelessness issue but it’s not.  It’s people in their own homes snorting drugs.  The 

main driver of this is non-Hispanic white males that are using an unknown substance.  Whether 

that be Fentanyl that can’t be tested right away or another drug.   Fentanyl is very popular right 

now and it is in other drugs and this is what is accounting for the deaths. 

 

Courtney Dollar stated that OD Map is what is reported to poison control and the lab data when 

they do the toxicology reports, sometimes those two don’t match.  People will admit to a lower 

use of drug use, like just smoking weed.  So, sometimes what is being reported as an overdose 

isn’t always accurate.  It is however, crack and pill users.  Her biggest concern is Xylazine and 

the wounds it’s causing. 

 

ITEM #4 - NEW BUSINESS 

 

ITEM #4A – OPIOD SETTLEMENT/CANNABIS REVENUE DISCUSSION AND TO 

TAKE ANY ACTION AS NECESSARY.  

 

The Mayor stated that the City of Bristol has approximately $125,000.00, which is 15% of the 

Opioid settlement money from the State of Connecticut.  The State has a total of $60 million and 

15% of that is dedicated to the Cities and Towns in Connecticut.   New Britain is a larger town 

so they would receive more.  The other 85% of those funds will be open for grant type proposals 

and they will be opening up RFP’s for that portion of the funds this month.  By the end of the 

year the State will start allocating money. 

 

The Mayor stated we also have our cannabis revenue coming in.  [He discussed the creation of 

Truelieve for those who did not attend previous meeting.]  We currently have $25,000 which the 

Board of Finance is going to make a final decision on where to allocate that money.  We would 

like to use the money for future programs. 
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The Mayor then asked a representative from Bristol Health to speak to the Committee about a 

proposal of how to spend some of these funds. 

 

Christina Benvenuto, Director of Security at Bristol Health stated that they are struggling to keep 

staff safe when someone is in crisis or someone is under the influence of drugs or alcohol.  They 

are looking for assistance in funding programs to put safety measures in place to keep staff, other 

patients and visitors safe.  The Bristol Health staff has been trained in de-escalization of patients 

which is verbal communication.  They are looking to use some of the Opioid funds to train their 

staff in what’s called MOAB (Management of Aggressive Behavior), which teaches them to 

physically subdue a patient.  Total cost for this request is $91,450.30 of which Bristol Health is 

asking the City for $13,097.50. 

 

She continued to state that in their new Emergency Department, they are lacking security camera 

coverage and are asking the City for some assistance.  Total cost for this request is $27,554.00 of 

which Bristol Health is asking the City for $27,554.00. 

 

In addition, they are also requesting assistance for personal panic alarms around their campus so 

if there is a safety issue they would have the panic alarm to alert security.   Total cost for this 

request is $125,000.00 of which Bristol Health is asking the City for is $83,348.50. 

 

A motion was made by Chief Gould and seconded by Chad Layton to allow the Board of 

Finance to look into allocating money from the Cannabis revenue for Bristol Health to fund their 

MOAB (Managing Aggressive Behavior) training, extra security cameras in the Emergency 

Department and for Personal Panic alarms on Bristol Health Campus for staff safety. 

 

ITEM #4B – 2024/2025 CALENDER AND TO TAKE ANY ACTION AS NECESSARY.  

 

A motion was made by Chief Gould to set the meeting dates for next year as follows: January 

15, April 15, July 15, and October 14, 2024 and seconded by Chad Layton. All in favor.   

 

ITEM #5 - ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

No announcements made.  

 

ITEM # 6 – ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:13 p.m.  

 

       ________________________________ 

       Mayor Jeffrey Caggiano 

       Mayor’s Opioid Task Force 














