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City of Bristol
Economic and Community Development Board
INFORMATION TO ACCESS THIS MEETING

https.//bristolct-
gov.zoom.us/j/88677210794?pwd=M2xITXBOVIRsSDROR 1VISmtnbmdudz09

Meeting ID: 886 7721 0794
Passcode: 379107

The ECD Regular Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, September 5, 2024at 5pm in
Council Chambers, City Hall, 111 North Main Street, Bristol, CT.

I. Callto Order
II.  Public Participation
lll.  Approval of Minutes

A. Minutes of the August 1, 2024 Regular Meeting

IV. Consent Agenda

A. Communications

B. Economic Development/Grants/Marketing Report

V. New Business
A. 273 Riverside Avenue Update

B. Facade Grant: 350 Riverside Avenue

C. BOF Transfer Request

D. BristolWORKS! Update

E. Marketing Update

F. Downtown Update
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https://bristolct-gov.zoom.us/j/88677210794?pwd=M2xlTXBOVlRsSDROR1VlSmtnbmdudz09
https://bristolct-gov.zoom.us/j/88677210794?pwd=M2xlTXBOVlRsSDROR1VlSmtnbmdudz09
https://www.bristolct.gov/DocumentCenter/View/47388/ECD-Regular-Board-Meeting-Minutes---August-1-2024---Unapproved
https://www.bristolct.gov/DocumentCenter/View/47398/Final-Communications-September-2024
https://www.bristolct.gov/DocumentCenter/View/47403/Dept-Report---September-2024---Draft
https://www.bristolct.gov/DocumentCenter/View/47404/Facade-Grant-350-Riverside-Ave
https://www.bristolct.gov/DocumentCenter/View/47405/BOF-Transfer-Request---Sept-2024
https://www.bristolct.gov/DocumentCenter/View/47399/Presentation---ARPA-Task-Force

VI. New Business By Commissioners
VII. Old Business by Commissioners
VIIl. Committee Reports

A. City Council Member Report

IX. Adjournment

PER ORDER OF THE CHAIRPERSON

Jeff Caggiano
Mayor
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ATTENDEES:

ABSENT:

STAFF PRESENT:

GUESTS:

ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Regular Meeting Minutes
Thursday August 1, 2024 5:00pm
Council Chambers, City Hall, 111 N. Main Street and on Zoom

Council Member Panioto, Commissioners Goldwasser (Acting Chair), Mills,
Rasmussen-Tuller and Provenzano

Mayor Caggiano, Commissioners Schmelder and Hick, Dr. Dawn Leger - Grants
Administrator, and Dawn Nielsen - Marketing & Public Relations Specialist

Justin Malley - Executive Director

Charlie Nyberg, Architect for the HEXi Corp Project

Call to Order

Acting Chair Commissioner Goldwasser called the meeting to order at 5:00pm and lead

all in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Participation
There was no Public Participation.

Minutes: July 11, 2024
Commissioner Goldwasser asked for a motion to accept the Minutes from July 11,

2024. Commissioner Rasmussen-Tuller noted the need for a spelling correction to his
name in the Adjournment section. The needed correction was noted and will be
updated. No other changes were needed. Commissioner Mills made the motion to
accept the minutes with the noted spelling correction. The motion was seconded by
Council Member Panioto. All were in favor and the updated Minutes were accepted
into the record.

Consent Agenda

A.  Communications

B. Economic Development/Grants/Marketing Report

Commissioner Goldwasser requested a motion to accept the Consent Agenda.

Commissioner Rasmussen-Tuller made the motion which was seconded by
Commissioner Mills. All were in favor and the Consent Agenda was passed into the
record.

New Business
A. Southeast Bristol Business Park Proposal
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Justin Malley advised the Board about HEXi Corp, a business looking to buy and
develop Lot#6 in the Southeast Bristol Business Park (SEBBP). Malley introduced
Charlie Nyberg, HEXi Corp’s architect, who was present to speak to the Board.
Charlie Nyberg presented HEXi Corp’s plans to develop a 14,000 square foot facility
with parking and loading docks. The building will be one story high. Additional
discussion included the proposed roof pitch, exterior appearance and building
materials, and similar details.

Justin Malley added that HEXi Corp builds and uses high energy x-ray equipment.
They’ve been in business for over 30 years and are currently located in Wallingford,
CT. The x-ray equipment is used in US Government and commercial applications.

Commissioner Goldwasser confirmed that Eco Smart had been previously
approved for Lot #6 but they hadn’t moved forward with their project. This means
that Eco Smart is no longer associated with Lot #6, and HEXi Corp is a new
contender for it. He also requested clarification from Mr. Nyberg that the building
would be built with environmental guidelines met in regards to safety with the x-
rays. Mr. Nyberg confirmed the structure would meet all required guidelines.

Commissioner Goldwasser called for the motion to be read. Commissioner
Rasmussen-Tuller read the motion as follows:

Motion to authorize Mayor Jeffrey Caggiano, or Acting Mayor, to execute a
Purchase and Sale Agreement and to complete the property transaction, subject to
the approval of Corporation Counsel, with High Energy X-Rays International
Corporation or its assigns, doing business as HEXi Corp, for the sale of the Southeast
Bristol Business Park property known as “Lot 6” as reflected on the map known as
Roadway Plan from A-N Consulting Engineers dated August 2006 for the purchase
price of $156,000.

I further move that this matter be referred to the City Council, Planning Commission
for completion of a C.G.S. 8-24 Report, and to the City Council Real Estate
Committee for completion of a C.G.S. 7-163e Public Hearing for the sale of
municipally owned property.

Commissioner Mills seconded the motion. There was discussion that HEXi Corp
would be moving from Wallingford to Bristol which allows them to own in Bristol
rather than lease in Wallingford.

Commissioner Goldwasser called for a vote on the motion. All were in favor and
the Motion passed into the record.

BOF Transfer and Carryover Requests

Justin Malley advised the Board of the ECD’s Carryovers and Transfers requests
from the previous fiscal year to the current one as part of the end of the city’s fiscal
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year processes. The accounts and amount requests were provided to the Board as
part of the agenda packet.

Commissioner Goldwasser requested a motion to waive the reading of the full BOF
Transfer and Carryover Requests due to their length. Commissioner Mills made the
motion which was seconded by Commissioner Rasmussen-Tuller. Counsel Member
Panioto requested clarification on the Additional Appropriation request. Justin
Malley advised that those represent adjustments to the CDBG Grant Awards based
on the actual funds which were provided to the city from HUD. Commissioner
Goldwasser called for a vote. All were in favor and the Motion passed into the
record.

The full motion of the BOF Transfer and Carryover Requests is as follows:

Carryover Request

To approve the request to carry over from fiscal year 2023/2024 to fiscal year
2024/2025 the following account balances within the “City Share” ECD department
budget: $12,275 or remaining balance in “Advertising”

To approve the request to carry over from fiscal year 2023/2024 to fiscal year
2024/2025 the following account balances within the “CDBG Project” ECD
Department budget: 512,000 in CDBG funding originally awarded to the New
England Carousel Museum and being reprogrammed to Residential Rehab funding
in 2024/2025 and 5217 in CDBG funding originally awarded to the Bristol Historical
Society and reprogrammed to Residential Rehab for 2024/2025.

Transfers to Reconcile Account Balances

To approve the following transfer requests to reconcile ECD account balances:
Transfer 5170 from 1044101 BDA City Share “Regular Wages” to 1044101 BDA
City Share “Overtime Wages”

Transfer 5352 from 1044101 BDA City Share “Regular Wages” to 1044101 BDA
City Share “Transfer Out”

Transfer S2 from 1044102 CDBG “Regular Wages” to 1044102 CDBG Share “Life
Insurance”

Transfer 5152 from 1044102 CDBG “Regular Wages” to 1044102 CDBG
“Transfer Out”

Transfer 51,097 from 1044103 CDBG “Professional Fees” to 1044103 CDBG
“Regular Wages”

Transfer 561 from 1044103 CDBG “Professional Fees” to 1044103 CDBG “FICA”
Transfer 515 from 1044103 CDBG “Professional Fees” to 1044103 CDBG
“Medicare Insurance”

Transfer S558 from 1044103 CDBG “Office Supplies” to 1044103 CDBG
“Advertising”
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VL.

VIL.

VIII.

e Transfer 5121 from 1044103 CDBG “Professional Fees” to 1044103 CDBG
“Transfer Out”

e Transfer 5218 from 1044105 CDBG “Bristol Historical Society” to 1044102 CDBG
“Residential Rehab”

e Transfer 12,000 from 1044105 CDBG “NE Carousel Museum” to 1044102 CDBG
“Residential Rehab”

Additional Appropriations
e Reduce Account #1044104-585024-G2025 Salvation Army from 514,000 to
$11,000
e Reduce Account #1044104-587343-G2025 Grace Community Food Pantry from
54,731 to 54,281

C. 273 Riverside Avenue Update

Justin Malley updated the Board about the main developer that is interested in the
project. They’re gathering additional information including a more thorough site
visit to allow them to make the most accurate budget proposal to the ECD
Downtown Committee. He confirmed that this movement comes after the
additional feedback received from Goman and York as the city’s consultants.

New Business by Commissioners
There was no New Business.

Old Business by Commissioners

Commissioner Goldwasser spoke to the purchase of the former Shaw’s to Ocean State
and to the Wheeler Health grand opening ceremonies that were held since the last
Board Meeting.

Committee Reports

A. City Council Member Report

Council Member Panioto advised that due to the results of the recent Special Election,
this will be his last meeting as an ECD Board Member. The new Council Member will
be appointed to the Board. The Board thanked Panioto for his service on the Board
and to the city.

Adjournment
Commissioner Goldwasser called for a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Rasmussen-Tuller

made the motion which was seconded by Commissioner Provenzano. All were in agreement

and the meeting adjourned at 5:32pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sharon Arsego
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Maduro asks for audit

Pressure building on Venezuela chief as
results disputed. NATION & WORLD PAGE 4
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Stepping down

Goodspeed Musicals’ managing director
will be leaving, CONNECTICUT PAGE1
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Campaign: RFK Jr. will be on ballot

BER 214 COURANT.COM THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2024

State’s verification of signatures in presidential race may take amonth

By Christopher Keating
Hartford Courant

Robert F. Kennedy
presidential campaign
gathered enough signatures to be
on the ballot in Connecticut in
November.

ominee. T] ]

Ke i
submitted more than 17000 peti-
tion signatures, with 7,500 valid
signatures required in order to
gain a spot against Vice President
Kamala Harris, the presumptive
Democratic nominee, and former
President Donald Trump, the GOP

bc verified by election officials.
“We will absolutely be on
the ballot this said

confident, she added that the
time-consuming verification task
to officially gaining a spot on the

ballot could take until Labor Day.
Kennedy’s team of nearly 100
collected s in

Amanda Webster, one of three
volunteer statewide

all 169 cities and towns, she said.

signatures can still be dropped off
at town halls until Aug. 7. The town
clerkshave until Aug. 21 toverify the
signatures and submit their infor-
‘mation to the state, officials said.
Political pundits and some
voters view Kennedy as a spoiler
in close national race

the State’s offi

for Kennedy in C
‘While Webster says she is highly

ry of
Harﬁurdwxs 4 meednesday but

Turn to Campaign, Page 2

—

Pilots"of all ages get a
chance at the controls at the
New England Air Museum
inWindsor Locks. Find out
about hours and days at
neam.org.

Above: Jacqueline Travisono
and son Lucas, 2, of Rhode
Island enjoy the view for the
cockpit of a Republic P-47
Thunderbolt WWIl fighter-
bomber during avisit to the
New England Air Museumin
Windsor Locks on Monday.

Right: Maeve Hanrahan

5, right, takes control of a
helicopter while father Frank,
back and sister, Eileen 8, left,
look on during a visit to the
museum.

JESSICA HILL/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT PHOTOS

ING LESSONS

Hamas leader’s killing sends jolt throughout Mideast

US joining others in trying to fend off deadlier war

By Abby Sewell
Associated Press

BEIRUT — Hamas’ top political
leader was killed Wednesday by a

capital, Iran and Hamas said,
blaming Israel for a shock assas-
sination thatrisked escalating into
anall-out regional war.

Iran’s supreme leader vowed

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said Israel “will
exact a very heavy price from

any aggression against us on any
front” but did not mention the
killing. “There are challenging
days ahead,” he added.

Haniyeh and other Hamas leaders
over the group’s Oct. 7 attack on
southern Israel that sparked the
war in Gaza. The airstrike came
just after Haniyeh had attended
the inauguration of Iran’s new

New health
center
brings jobs,
solutions
to Bristol

By Don Stacom
Hartford Courant

As community leaders
applauded the opening of Wheeler
Health's glistening new three-story
headquarters and health center in
Bristol, Mayor Jeff Caggiano said
it’'s much more than a source of
jobs and an attractive element in
rebuilding the city’s center.

“As our downtown grows, it has
exposed some problems that had
kind of been hidden. We now have
a partner with Wheeler Health
that will be able to help deal with
the mental health crisis, substance
abuse disorders and homeless-
ness,” Caggiano told more than
150 people at a ribbon-cutting
ceremony.

Wheeler is bringing about
200 counselors, lab technicians
and others employees to its new
46,000-square-foot facility at
North Main Streetand Hope Street.

‘When it fully opens in August,

Turn to Center, Page 2

Third person
takes plea
deal in case of
beating death
of elderly man

By Justin Muszynski
Hartford Courant

A Connecticut man has accepted
a plea deal to a manslaughter
charge for his role in the beating
death of an elderly Rocky Hill man
involving two co-conspirators,
including the victim’s caretaker, in
a plot that began as a robbery and
turned deadly.

Franklyn Cruz, 45, of New Brit-
ain, accepted a plea deal during a
hearing this week in New Britain
Superior Courtwhere he appeared
via a video monitor from the
MacDougall-Walker Correctional
Institution in Suffield.

During the virtual hearing, he
pleaded guilty under the Alford
doctrine to one count of first-de-
gree manslaughter in the death

predawn airstrike in the Iranian  revenge against Israel. Israel had pledged tokill Ismail  Turn toKilling, Page 3 Turnto Plea, Page 2
Opinion........C 3 Comi Living 4-5 £$4.00 copyright 2021

Beloved cafe closes Obits & puzzl Living 3 The Hartford Courant Co.

Anais Kitchen Cafe, a cafe in Simsbury known for its fabulous lunches and baked Lotter

o s e e S T

03 00200

860.873.8668 GOODSPEED MUSICALS

THE TERRIS THEATRE, Chester
. An outragcous comedy about greed, revende and MURDER!

V
\

A misehievoas new musjca;

BEGINS AUG 23 @ sennnsisen
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Campaign

from Page1

between Harris and Trump. Previ-
ous polls had shown that Kennedy
pulled some support from Trump
and some from President Joe
Biden, who was in the race at the
time and has since dropped out.
But Kennedy has been far down
in the national polls overall, and
most voters — except his most
ardent supporters — believe he has
essentially no chance of winning

During an event Wednesday in
‘Windsor, Gov. Ned Lamont, the
state’s top Democrat, said that
Kennedy would have “not much
impact in Connecticut” in Novem-

ber.
“Nationally, I think in two or
ree battleground states, he maybe
has 4 or 5%,” Lamont said when
asked by The Courant.

He added thatmost voters would
be casting ballots for “two credible
alternatives” to Kennedy, which he
then acknowledged were Harris

and Trump.
‘Webster, 31, is a student who is
‘majoring in biology, which helped
lead to her interest in Kennedy.
“mabigmedical freedom advo-
cate,” Webster told The Courant.
“There’s a local grassroots orga-
nization called Connecticut Resi-
dents against Medical Mandates.
‘When the religious exemption in
Connecticut was swiftly removed
by our Democratic leaders here in

the state, C as raising
awareness about that and Bobby
Kennedy came out and spoke to us
in 2021 when we were rallying up
atthe Capitol. Here we are a couple
of years later, and he’s running for
president — a dream candidate”

-
inall 50 states. MATT ROURKE/AP

to lend any. credence to anything
he's saying’

‘Webster added, “He himself is
vaccinated. He says. all the time his
children are 1 think he

Web -
tions of Kennedy, the son of former
Democratic presidential candidate
Robert F, Kennedy:

“T don't think he's avaccine skep-
tic” Webster said. “I definitely
don'tlike that characterization,and
1 think it’s just the media’s way of
trying to portray him as somebody
whois maybe alittle crazy or alittle
out there because they don’t want

‘wants to make sure that things are
safe, thorough and are properl}
being revlewed and tested. There’s

the two-party system.

The national campaign says
Kennedy has gathered enough
signatures to be on the ballot in 42
states, while 13 states have verified
those signatures so far. Kennedy
is already on the ballot in the key
swing state of Michigan, as well as

KENNEDY?

Robert F: Kennedy Jr. says he will qualify for the ballot in Connecticut. He is trying to get on the ballot

candidates have run for president
in recent decades, no independent
candidate has been on the ballot in
all 50states since Ross Perotin1992.

“I think that Kennedy is the only
candidate taking a common-sense
approach to a ot of the divisive
issues in America,” Webster said.

nothingwrong with goingthrough  Delaware, Tennessee, Utah, Indi-  “He wants to clean up the corpo-
something and making sureitisas ana, Nebraska, and Oklahoma, rate capture of our government,
safe as it can possibly be.” among others. He is also battlmg make our children healthier, make
‘While Kennedy is trying to get states home i and President Kamala Harris and
on the ballot in all 50 states, it isa  like New York, New Jersey, Nevada,  really make the American Dream former President Donald Trumpare
dlfﬁcult task for any ds and North Carolina, hing that’s inable and  the two leadi inthe
db While third-party  achievable for everyone” race for president. APPHOTOS

Center
from Page 1

will receive: mental health care,
substance abuse treatment and
primary care for people of all ages.”

Several years ago, Wheeler

the center will ofer psychiati

worked with t‘* M Ellen

fndividual and famlly therapy
and more, along with medical
services ranging from nutrition
services, exams and immuniza-
tions to chiropractic treatment and
chronic disease management.

“At a time when mental health,
substance use, comorbidities and
social isolation are in the head-
lines, behavioral health provid-
ers have the opportunity to break
down stigma and discrimination
and offer health care in a way that
respects the dignity and needs of
all people;” said Commissioner
Nancy Navarretta of the state
department of mental health and
addiction services.

“The location is fabulous, the
building is fabulous. This is really
a stellar example of what can be
achieved when the health and
well-being of a community are
prioritized.” Navarretta said.

“As Wheeler’s first newly
constructed facility in over
50 years, critically important
services will be available here,”
she said. “Pm a strong believer in
integration and that’s what folks

to plan a commu-
mty health center and adminis-
trative office complex downtown
thatwould consolidate operations
in various satellite offices. The
agency agreed to build on part of
the former Bristol Centre Mall
property, which had been vacant
for more than a decade after the
city bought the derelict, failing
mall and demolished it.

When Caggiano took office in
2021, gettmgﬁnal approval for the
‘Wheeler project was one of his top
priorities.

But the city council at first
balked, voting down a proposed
sales contract. After months of
negotiations, Caggiano’s adminis-
tration and Wheeler put forward a
revised plan that moved the project
to another part of the former mall
property. Ultimately, Caggiano
said, thatled to a better project.

“The new arrangement moved

(his buildjng closer to what will be

will work out very well for the city
in the long run”

Caggiano acknowledged that
getting citywide approval for
Wheeler required overcoming
some prejudices.

“Even though we're called
the All-Heart City, it really did
dishearten me in 2021 to realize
there was a large group of people
of that didn't feel we should have
a behavioral clinic downtown,”
Caggiano said. “Coming off the
pandemic, we knew we hadamental
health crisis, especiallyin our youth.”

Bristol Hospital President Kurt
Barwis, who opened a lab and
medical office building five years
ago as the first new project on
the old mall property, said a part-
nership between Bristol Health,
Wheeler and the city will help
residents.

“We are together really help-
ing all the individuals we serve
get to their highest health status.
Sothats everybody, not just some
people” Barwis sai

Sabrina Trocchi, president
of Wheeler Health, praised her
agency's staﬂ'and projected they'll

lot in the new facility.

Caggiano
s:ud “It allowed for a more effi-
cient footprint for Wheeler and
actually gives us another viable
project just south of here, which

“Wedon’t do ourworkevery day
fnr recogmﬂun_ Wedoit for every-

itistheright
thmg” Trocch\ said.

Wheeler Health’

Indowntown Bristol is

pictured. DON STACOM/THE HARTFORD COURANT

Plea

from Page 1

of75-year-old Robert lacobucei
ford plea means he disputes
someofthe allegations butbelieves
there’sarisk he could be convicted
after a trial and face a lengthier
prison sentence.
Thedeal C dinclud

found dead in his home at 60
Pondside Lane on April 5 after
authorities responded to the resi-
dence just before 7:30 p.m. Police
were alerted to the killing by a
concerned citizen who told them
alocal resident had been tied up
and assaulted and that his home
‘had been burglarized.

The caller also sand the individ-
uals ible were planning to

an agreed upon 20-year prison
term. In exchange for his plea,
prosecutors agreed not to pursue
charges of murder, murder in the
commission of a felony, first-de-
gree robbery, third-degree larceny
and second-degree larceny.
According to the Connecti-
cut State Police report support-
ing Cruz’s arrest, Tacobucci was

headback to the home thatevening
to “get rid of the homeowner,”
according to the report.

Police found Tacobucci with
his hands bound behind his back.
He had suffered serious head and
facial wounds.

Investigators believe Cruz,
Madeline Dickey of New Britain
and Tacobucci’s home health aide,

Melissa Feliciano, devised a plot
to rob the elderly man in the late
‘hours on April 4, according to the
report. The trio were at the home
into the early morning hours in an
attempt to extort money and other
valuables from him.

Authorities believe Feliciano
told Cruz and Dickey that Iaco-
bucei had no family and was
intending to leave his money to her,
the police report said. During an
interview with state police detec-
tives, Dickey said it was Feliciano’s
idea to “frighten” the victim into
giving them money, according to
the report.

The extortion plot at one point
turned violent and ended with the
75-year-old being tied up before he
‘'was punched and kicked in the face

untilhebeganbleeding, police wrote.

The Office of the Chief Medical
Examiner ruled the death a homi-
cide, finding that Tacobucci died
of homicidal asphyxia and blunt
trauma to the head, torso and
upper extremities.

Cruz and Dickey were arrested
a day after Tacobucci was found
dead. They were found in New
Britain in possession of his vehicle,
state police said at the time.

Feliciano was arrested days later
in Windsor.

Judge Maureen Keegan said
in court that New Britain State’s
Attorney Christian M. Watson
was initially pursuing a murder
charge against Cruz and seekinga
45-year prison sentence. That offer
was modified based on the deals

Feliciano and Dickey accepted,
according to Keegan.

Judicial Branch records indicate
Dickey pleaded guilty to one count
of conspiracy to commit murder
and was sentenced in February to
12years in prison.

Feliciano pleaded guilty to one
count of first-degree robbery and
was sentenced in April to six years
behind bars, records show.

Helen McLellan, a prosecutor
who stood in for Watson during
Tuesday’s proceedings, said Taco-
bucci’s family was “not actively
involved” in the cases against his
accused killers.

Cruz remains held on $2 million
bond while he awaits sentencing,
which has been scheduled for Oct.
24.
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NEWS

Be the first to know
when news breaks

SIGN UP TODAY
courant.com/newsletters

LOTTERY
Wednesday, July 31

PLAY3 DAY PLAY4DAY
75 4we:7 141 Twe:2
‘The late lotto numbers were not drawn
in time for this edition. For resdilts,
please visit courant.com/lottery.
TUESDAY’S LATE NUMBERS

22 1we:0
PLAYANIGHT
945 2w8

casHS
412222329
LUCKY FORLIFE
19 22 34 41 4518:12

Lotro
5919 3132 36
Zero frsteprize winning tickets) sol.
MEGA MILLIONS.
19 23 30 33 50MB: 25 Mp: 2
Friday's est. Lotto Jackpot: S5 million
Friday's est. Mega Milons jackpot: $358 million
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Hartford Courant
Thursday, August 1, 2024

New health center brings jobs, solutions to
Bristol

BY DON STACOM HARTFORD COURANT

As community leaders applauded the opening of Wheeler Health’s glistening
new three-story headquarters and health center in Bristol, Mayor Jeff Caggiano
said it’s much more than a source of jobs and an attractive element in
rebuilding the city’s center.

“As our downtown grows, it has exposed some problems that had kind of been
hidden. We now have a partner with Wheeler Health that will be able to help
deal with the mental health crisis, substance abuse disorders and
homelessness,” Caggiano told more than 150 people at a ribbon-cutting
ceremony.

Wheeler is bringing about 200 counselors, lab technicians and others
employees to its new 46,000-square-foot facility at North Main Street and
Hope Street.

When it fully opens in August, the center will offer psychiatric care, substance
use treatment, individual and family therapy and more, along with medical
services ranging from nutrition services, exams and immunizations to
chiropractic treatment and chronic disease management.

“At a time when mental health, substance use, comorbidities and social
isolation are in the headlines, behavioral health providers have the opportunity
to break down stigma and discrimination and offer health care in a way that
respects the dignity and needs of all people,” said Commissioner Nancy
Navarretta of the state department of mental health and addiction services.

“The location is fabulous, the building is fabulous. This is really a stellar
example of what can be achieved when the health and well-being of a
community are prioritized,” Navarretta said.

“As Wheeler’s first newly constructed facility in over 50 years, critically
important services will be available here,” she said. “I’m a strong believer in
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integration and that’s what folks will receive: mental health care, substance
abuse treatment and primary care for people of all ages.”

Several years ago, Wheeler worked with then-Mayor Ellen Zoppo-Sassu to plan
a community health center and administrative office complex downtown that
would consolidate operations in various satellite offices. The agency agreed to
build on part of the former Bristol Centre Mall property, which had been vacant
for more than a decade after the city bought the derelict, failing mall and
demolished it.

When Caggiano took office in 2021, getting final approval for the Wheeler
project was one of his top priorities.

But the city council at first balked, voting down a proposed sales contract. After
months of negotiations, Caggiano’s administration and Wheeler put forward a
revised plan that moved the project to another part of the former mall
property. Ultimately, Caggiano said, that led to a better project.

“The new arrangement moved this building closer to what will be our Hope
Street garage,” Caggiano said. “It allowed for a more efficient footprint for
Wheeler and actually gives us another viable project just south of here, which
will work out very well for the city in the long run.”

Caggiano acknowledged that getting citywide approval for Wheeler required
overcoming some prejudices.

“Even though we’re called the All-Heart City, it really did dishearten me in
2021 to realize there was a large group of people of that didn’t feel we should
have a behavioral clinic downtown,” Caggiano said. “Coming off the pandemic,
we knew we had a mental health crisis, especially in our youth.”

Bristol Hospital President Kurt Barwis, who opened a lab and medical office
building five years ago as the first new project on the old mall property, said a
partnership between Bristol Health, Wheeler and the city will help residents.

“We are together really helping all the individuals we serve get to their highest
health status. So that’s everybody, not just some people,” Barwis said.

Sabrina Trocchi, president of Wheeler Health, praised her agency’s staff and
projected they’ll accomplish a lot in the new facility.

“We don’t do our work every day for recognition. We do it for everyone we
serve because it is the right thing,” Trocchi said.
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‘Wrong-way
detectors
going up at
Route 72 exit
this week

BRIAN M. JOHNSON
@BRIANJOHNSONBP

PLAINVILLE — The
Connecticut Department
of Transportation
announced it is install-
ing a wrong-way
detector at westbound
Route 72 Exit 2 in town.

The project is part of
CTDOT Project 170-
3608, which will also
see detectors installed at
1-91 at northbound Exit
24 in Rocky Hill and
1-84 at eastbound Exit
16 in Southbury. The
work began on Tuesday
and is expected to com-
plete by Aug. 4.

According to a state-
ment from the DOT.
which was shared on the
town website, the pur-
pose of the installations
is to “reduce wrong-way
crashes on high-risk
freeway exit ramps.”

The CTDOT stated
that a typical wrong-
way detection system
consists of a 360-degree
camera deployed at the
ramp intersection to
detect vehicles traveling
in the wrong direction.
Additionally, there will
be wrong-way signs
fitted with red, circu-
See DETECTOR ON PAGE 4
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Dem Dickau wins 3rd District seat

BRIAN M. JOHNSON
@BRIANJOHNSONBP

BRISTOL — Calling
it an “historic turnout for
a special election.” the
Bristol Democratic Town
Committee was thankful
for those voters who came
out to elect Democrat Mark
Dickau in the third district
Tuesday to fill the vacant
city council seat.

Dickau received 691
votes to Republican candi-
date Sal Mazzarella’s 446
votes when the polls closed
Tuesday night. Voting took

place at the Bristol Arts &
Innovation Magnet School.
The vacancy was created
when Republican Andrew
Howe announced that he
would be step down from
the City Council in June.
Dickau will now be the
only Democrat sitting on
the  council following
Republican victories in the
past two local elections.
When Dickau’s can-
didacy was announced,
Bristol Democratic Town
Committee Chair Mike
Nicastro said that it would
be an opportunity for

Bristol residents to “end
the toxic one-party con-
trol that has ruled the roost
since 2021.”

Dickau thanked his sup-
porters on the Mark Dickau
for Bristol CT Facebook
page. He said that it was
“an incredible 44 days
culminating in this momen-
tous day.”

“I extend my heartfelt
gratitude to everyone who
reached out to me on this
remarkable Bristol City
Council victory,” he said.
“Special thanks to Logan

See DICKAU ON PAGE 4

Mark Dickau

Bristol Democratic Town Committee
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Sabrina Trocchi, president and CEQ of Wheeler Health, speaking at the grand opening of Wheeler’'s new downtown building.

Wheeler Health opens long-awaited facility

BRIAN M. JOHNSON
(@BRIANJOHNSONBP
BRISTOL — Wheeler
Health celebrated the
opening of its new,
46,000-square-foot facil-
ity at One Hope Street
with Bristol city leaders
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The grand opening
included a ribbon cufting
and a guided tour of the

facility. There were sev-
eral speakers, including
‘Wheeler’s leadership, city
leaders and heads of sup-
portive civic organizations.
More than 200 people came
out to show their support.
Wheeler’s new building
will will offer integrated
primary and behavioral
health care and other ser-
vices for all ages under one

roof. It consolidates the
services that were previ-
ously offered at 10 N. Main
St. and 225 N. Main St.
and also houses Wheeler’s
administrative staff. The
new building will offer
a full array of behavioral
health, primary care, and
addiction treatment, new
services.

It also houses an on-site

Genoa Healthcare phar-
macy and Bristol Health
Outpatient Lab Services.
More than 204 employees
will be working at the new
downtown building.
Sabrina Trocchi, presi-
dent and CEO of Wheeler
Health, thanked all who
made the new building
possible. She acknowl-
edged past and present

leadership at Wheeler, the
mayor, the City Council,
the Bristol economic devel-
opment team, the Central
Connecticut Chambers of
Commerce. and the hun-
dreds of individuals and
organizations who donat-
ed in support of the new
facility and the construc-
tion teams who physically

See WHEELER ON PAGE 4

FILE

Town Manager Michael Paulhus

Solar farm at newly capped
landfill? Paulhus hopes so

BRIAN M. JOHNSON
@BRIANJOHNSONBP
PLAINVILLE —
Following a walking tour
of the capped Plainville
landfill with consultants
Tuesday, Town Manager
Michael Paulhus shared
new information about its

potential capabilities as a
solar farm.

Paulhus previously
announced the capping
off of the town’s landfill
on Monday in one of his
“Manager’s Minute” vid-
eos on the town’s Facebook
page. In that video, he said

that it was determined that
the landfill was too small
for the recycling company
Carbotura to work with.
Therefore, town leaders
were looking at the next
best option -- converting it
into a solar farm.

See PAULHUS ON PAGE 4
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Detector signs go up

Continued from Page 1

lar LED lights, which are
activated to flash when
a wrong-way vehicle is
detected.

“Almost all construc-
tion will occur above
the ground. with the
installation of addition-
al 360-degree cameras at
the intersections and cor-
responding revisions to

the traffic signal control-
ler,” the statement read.
In Plainville, the Route
72 westbound Exit 2 off-
ramp was closed to traffic
this Tuesday. westbound
traffic is advised to get
off at Exit 5, left on
Rte 177 (N. Washington
Street) and left on Route
372 (W. Main Street),
which takes drivers back

to Exit 2, from 7 p.m. to
4 am.

The project is admin-
istered by the Bureau
of Engineering and
Construction, Office of
Construction, District 3
in New Haven. It was
awarded to Ferguson
Electric Co. Inc. at a cost
of $1,827,462.00 on Oct.
12, 2022.
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acres of useable space.
He was informed by the
consultant that it “should
equate to approximately 1
megawatt of production.”

“This is. of course, is a
preliminary estimate,” he
said.

Town Council Chair

Chris  Wazorko  said
Tuesday that the closure of
the landfill had been in the
works for the past 10 years
or so. He expressed sup-
port of Paulhus’ proposal
for re-use of the land.

“I think making it a
solar farm makes sense,”
he said. “There’s not
much else you can do with
what’s there. The question
now is to figure out how

a solar farm can best be
used to benefit the com-
munity.”

Wazorko also said pre-
viously that he expects
the process to move along
faster now that the landfill
is capped.

“T'm sure that it will be
something that the town
council discusses before
the end of the year” he
said.

Dickau gets council seat nod

from Page 1
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Williams for spearhead-
ing the campaign and
my dedicated chauffeur
Melissa Dickau for the
countless hours spent
supporting me. Kudos
also to the Bristol CT
Democratic Town
Committee and all its
members. I also want to

thank all of the people
on the 3rd district that
came out and voted and I
promise to do my best to
represent all of you.”
On its Facebook page,
the DTC said: “This

will likely be a histor-
ic turnout for a special
election.” the post read.
“We did this together.

GAMEDR

Septambar 7

enitral CT Chambers of Commerce for an epic Weekend at

ic Muzzy Field in Bristol, CT for its second annual BrewFest featuring
top brewers. This year, the party will span multiple days as we
nationally-acclaimed "THE DAVE MATTHEWS TRIBUTE
" to Muzzy for a special concert on Friday evening! Come back

r the BrewFest and enjoy a day of brews, live music and food as
iple bands hit the stage and food trucks offer up some great eats!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT
CENTRALCTCHAMBERS.ORG/BREWEFEST
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Now let’s get to work.”

When Dickau
announced his candidacy
in June, he said that he
met hundreds of people
during his bid for the
City Council in 2023 and
was ready to “hit the
ground running.”

“The key issues hav-
en’t changed much in the
last eight months, other
than Bristol taxpayers
are being asked to pay
more for less services
and no new programs,”
he said.

Dickau said that his
top priorities for Bristol
include:

+ Investing in Bristol’s
infrastructure and iden-
tifying ways to control
utility expenses through
a variety of Energy
Commission initiatives.

* Encouraging targeted
investment and business
growth in Forestville
center, which has had
several businesses close.

+ Supporting Bristol
Hospital and its vital role
in the community as a
health care provider and
second largest employer
from within local gov-
ernment

+ Improving traffic
safety and responding to
neighborhood concerns.

“Plzza
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Wheeler Health
unveils Hope
Street facility

Continued from Page 1

‘built it. She also spoke to
how Wheeler had grown
since its founding in 1968
and become recognized
for the quality care that
they provide.

“This location of One
Hope Street is very fit-
ting.” she said. “Our
1.000 employees provide
hope every day. They
understand our mission,
our work and our values.
They don’t come in every
day in search of recog-
nition, but because they
know they are doing the
right thing.”

Mayor Jeff Caggiano
congratulated Wheeler
Health on the culmination
of the building project.
He said that, despite the
project almost not being
approved in Nov. 2021,
he was glad that the City
Council “set things right”
and “found a new path”
to make it possible.

The building was
approved on Feb. 8.
2022, which Caggiano
said is the day that “hope
turned into reality.” He
said that the approval of
the new Wheeler Health
building also helped to
spur other development
projects downtown.

“My son came to Bristol
for the first time in many
years recently and told
me ‘wow’, things look a
lot different,” he said.

Caggiano said that some
of the opposition Wheeler
faced in 2021 was from
people who didn’t want
a behavioral health treat-
ment center downtown.
He said that was very
disappointing coming out
of the pandemic and said
that Wheeler will do great
work to “eliminate the
stigma™ of seeking men-
tal health treatment.

Nancy  Navarretta,
commissioner of the
Department of Mental
Health and Addiction
Services, said that the
new building was “fabu-
lous.”

“It is a stellar example
of what can be achieved
‘when the health and well-
ness of a community is
prioritized,” she said.

Mary Rodier, chair
of Wheeler’s Board
of Trustees, said that
the opening of the new
building was a ‘“great
‘milestone” for Wheeler
Health.

“We are so pleased
to have arrived at this
point,” she said. “One
Hope Street will provide
comfort, hope and heal-
ing. It will be a place
where everybody feels
‘welcome.”

Thomas Barnes, chair-
‘man emeritus with Barnes
Group Inc., spoke to the
‘many families and polit-
ical leaders who helped
to shape Bristol over the
years. He acknowledged

the work of former Mayor
Ellen Zoppo-Sassu in
bringing the Wheeler
Health building “almost
to approval” during her
term. He then thanked
Caggiano for seeing it to
the finish.

“Thank you for choos-
ing Bristol as your new
home,” he said to the
Wheeler Health leader-
ship.

Kurt Barwis, presi-
dent and CEO of Bristol
Health, discussed the
partnership with Wheeler
Health that will allow
Bristol Health to house
their Outpatient Lab
Services in the new build-
ing at One Hope Street.

“T am happy to be part
of this celebration,” he
said. “Having you here
makes all of the differ-
ence in the world.”

Barwis spoke about
how Bristol Health was
one of the first to con-
struct a new building at
Centre Square. He said
that he always hoped he
would have “good neigh-
bors” and that Wheeler
Health certainly were.

Julia Burkhardt, direc-
tor of operations at Genoa
Healthcare, also thanked
‘Wheeler for housing their
pharmacy in the lobby
of the new building. She
said that it will provide
“top notch services and
better outcomes for all.”

Dr. Frank Gregory,
administrator of  the
Children’s  Behavioral
Health Community
Service System with the
Department of Children
and  Families. said
‘Wheeler Health has been
a leader “at the forefront™
of healthcare services for
decades.

“Your employees, with
their expertise, engage-
ment and empathy have
brought hope and healing
to countless Connecticut
youths,” he said. “DCF
is proud to partner with
you.”

Katie D’Agostino,
president and CEO of
the Central Connecticut
Chambers of Commerce,
said that the Chamber
was “honored” to wel-
come Wheeler to its new
location.

“It is inspiring to see
this place where more
than 200 people will
come to work every day,
aligning with the mayor’s
vision for the redevelop-
ment of downtown,” she
said.

Finally, state Rep. Mary
Fortier, who attended the
event along with state
Sen. Henri Martin, and
state Reps. Joe Hoxha and
Cara Pavalock-D’ Amato,
spoke.

“Hope has a new home
in Bristol,” said Fortier.
“This expanded building
will provide services to
support some of our most
vulnerable  residents.”
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Hartford Business Journal
Friday, August 2, 2024

Shoppes at Larson Farms in Bristol for sale by
auction; starting bid $5M

COSTAR

The Shoppes at Larson Farms on Farmington Avenue in Bristol is for sale. Chili’s is a tenant in the three-
building property.

By Greg Bordonaro
A three-building Bristol retail center anchored by a recently opened gym has hit the market.

The Shoppes at Larson Farms has been put up for sale and will be auctioned Sept. 9 on
commercial real estate auction platform Ten-X.

The opening bid for the three properties is $5 million, according to the auction materials.

The Shoppes at Larson Farms includes three Farmington Avenue buildings — at 1345 , 1379,

Page 14


https://www.hartfordbusiness.com/staff/Greg-Bordonaro
https://www.hartfordbusiness.com/staff/Greg-Bordonaro
https://www.hartfordbusiness.com/

1425 — with 56,271 square feet of space.
The retail center is anchored by GF Fitness, which opened in May following the closure of
former tenant Esporta (L.A.) Fitness.

Other tenants within the plaza include fast-food restaurant Sonic, Chili’s and Starling
Physicians.

The Shoppes at Larson Farms is owned by W/L Properties LLC, which is controlled by
Stephen Larson, of Bristol, property records show.

Henri Martin, a state senator who also owns Henri Marin Real Estate, is handling the sale.
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FILE
Mayor Jeff Caggiano

Economic
development
funds measure
gets hearing
on Aug. 14

BRIAN M. JOHNSON
@BRIANJOHNSONBP

BRISTOL — The
City of Bristol will
hold a public hearing
‘Wednesday, Aug. 14 on
the five-year renewal of
a policy that allows the
city to use public funds
to provide incentives
that support economic
development.

The public hearing
will be held at 7 p.m. in
the City Council cham-
bersat CityHallat 111 N.
Main St. Tt will concern
the “Connecticut City
and Town Development
Act.”

Mayor Jeff Caggiano
said that this act was
originally passed in
1974. Every five years,
the city council has to
vote on whether or not
to continue to allow
public funds to be used
for this purpose.

“Originally we went
to referendum, but then
the state changed its
regulations so now it
can be voted on follow-
ing a public hearing,”
Caggiano said.

The Connecticut City
and Town Development
Act, Caggiano explained,

See HEARING ON PAGE 4
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Hearing date set for Rewo

GARY LARKIN
@THEBRISTOLPRESS

BRISTOL — The state
Department of Energy &

FRIDAY,

Wednesday via Zoom,
DEEP case officer Kathleen
Reiser set up the hearing
via Zoom for Oct. 22 at
6:30 p.m. That hearing will

Envir P

has set a date for a public
hearing on the waste-to-en-
ergy company Reworld’s
five applications for air and
solid waste permits for a
proposed waste to energy
incinerator to include bio-
medical waste.

During a status con-
ference held by DEEP

follow a pre-hearing con-
ference on Oct. 1 at 1:30
pm. (via Zoom) and a site
visit to the Bristol plant at
170 Enterprise Drive on
Oct. 9 at 10 a.m.

If needed. an evidentia-
1y hearing is scheduled for
Nov. 7 at 9 a.m. via Zoom.

The pre-hearing confer-
ence on Oct. 1 will seek

9, 2024

to reach an agreement on
the qualification of expert
witnesses and admissibility
of exhibits, according to
DEEP.

After the public hear-
ing, public comments may
still be submitted to Reiser
until 5 p.m. on Nov. 1. For
more information on the
public hearing and com-
ment period, visit DEEP’s
Events List website under
the DEEP tab on CT.gov.

The petitioner for the

See REWORLD ON PAGE 4

$2.00

rld plant

Reworld’s Bristol plant at 170 Enterprise Drive.

‘Sound’ View

Brian M. Johnson

Nick Cimadon with SoundView's cannabis-infused gummies that are created and sold a the new Bristol manufacturer SoundView on East Main Street.

Bristol man opens cannabis operation

BRIAN M. JOHNSON
(@BRIANJOHNSONBP

BRISTOL — A mnew
cannabis product manu-
facturer, SoundView, has
opened in the original
Truelieve/Healing Corner
location on East Main
Street.

SoundView is owned by
Nick Cimadon, who served
as an officer in the US.
Navy before deciding to
return to Bristol to open his
business in the community
where his family lives. At
his location at 159 E. Main
St., he employs a team of
10 people, which he said

works “effectively and
efficiently” and include
many friends and family
members. Also working at
SoundView is his finance,
Bristol resident Kelsey
Rivera.

SoundView first moved
into the former Truelieve/
Healing Corner build-

ing. which is where
Connecticut’s first med-
ical marijuana products
were sold, in August 2023,
following a two-year
approval from the state
and city. Cimadon thanked
Mayor Jeff Caggiano and
Economic Development
Director Justin Malley

for helping him to work
through this process. The
building came with much
of the equipment that is
required by state regulation
for his type of business,
including a storage vault.
The name SoundView is
inspired by the beach inOld
See SOUNDVIEW ON PAGE 4

Nicole Zappone
106 Chapman Street, a halfway house in Willimantic.

In-Home Safety Grant
helps healthcare workers

NICOLE ZAPPONE
@NEWBRITHERALD

WILLIMANTIC — Gov.
Ned Lamont announced
the impending launch of
the In-Home Safety Grant
Program. a new state grant
program administered by

the Connecticut Department
of Social Services aimed at
enhancing the safety and
security of home healthcare
workers in Connecticut.

Home Health and Access
Agencies can now apply for
the grants.

This program was estab-

lished by the enactment of
Public Act 24-19, which
concems the health and safe-
ty of Connecticut residents.
The Connecticut General
Assembly approved this
during the 2024 regular legis-
lative session and then signed

See HOME ON PAGE 4
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PLAINVILLE POLICE BLOTTER

Joshua H. Kelly, 30, of
81 W. Main St., Meriden,
was charged Aug. 1 with
interfering with an officer/
Tesisting arrest and crimi-
nal impersonation.

Shaun Jorden, 44, of 62
City Ave., New Britain,
was charged Aug. 5 with
third degree assault and
disorderly conduct.

Anthony J. Bartolucci,
43, of 12 Spring St., was
charged Aug. 6 with third
degree assault, disorderly
conduct and first degree
criminal trespass.

Brian Dery. 45, of 378
S. Main St., New Britain
(last known address), was
charged Aug. 8 with fourth
degree larceny.

SoundView
opens in Bristol

Continued from Page 1
Lyme, where Cimadon
had many fond memo-
ries growing up, and the
“sound state of mind”
that his products help to
produce. He said that the
cannabis products that
he sells, which include a
variety of flavors of gum-
mies and chocolate bars,
can help to reduce stress
and anxiety, provide pain
relief and aid with sleep.
Soon, SoundView will
also be looking to expand
to offer vape products.

“I think what people
like about coming to us
are our flavors,” said
Cimadon. “We have truly
edible edibles, with fla-
vors like margarita. For
cookies, we have wild
berry, s’mores, and mid-
night mint - which is
CBN-infused and helps
with sleep.”

Cimadon said that
Connecticut’s cannabis
market is in the early
stages of its growth.
More and more people,

Together we can make it possible.
Visit mth.com/firsthouse or call
1-800-936-0969 to get started today.

M&I'Bank

‘Equal Housing Lender.

024 MET Bank. Member FDIC. NMLS #2381076

he said. are trying canna-
bis products. And, many
of them are trying gum-
mies as an alternative to
smoking.

“We have customers
all over the state,” said
Cimadon. “We are the
first product manufactur-
er that has opened in the
state and we sell to all 42
dispensaries. We opened
our business in a building
that has a lot of history as
the first cannabis estab-
lishment.”

Cimadon provided a
tour of his facility, show-
ing how his equipment
extracts pure THC, from
cannabis. They are then
infused into the gummies
and chocolate bars. He
sells bottles that contain
48 gummies for between
$30 and $34.

For more informa-
tion, \nsltgetsoundvlew

Reworld waste to
energy plant hearing

scheduled for Oct. 22

Continued from Page 1

public hearing, Francis
Pickering of Southington,
gave his reasons for petition-
ing DEEP on the five permit
applications by Reworld
(formerly Covanta).

“T collected signatures on
behalfofthe Bristol Residents
for Clean Air, for which Iam

e” Pickering said. “We
cover other municipalities
surrounding the (Reworld
incinerator) facility We sub-
mitted a number of concemns
cing the comment period.
Those concems cover the
current noise pollution viola-
tions that we have observed.
(There are) concerns about
testing requirements, and
failures to abide by com-
mitments made during the
public involvement process
for these permits.”

He also listed transporta-
tion of medical waste issues.

During a July 29 Bristol
Residents for Clean Air
meeting at Bristol Public
Library, Michael Ewall, a
Pennsylvania-based attor-
ney and founder of the
Environmental ~ Justice
Network, gave the 100
people who showed up an

He explained how com-
panies like Covanta, now
Rmorld, are dealing with

com, follow
view on instagram or
X (formerly Twitter) or
@getsoundviewct  on
Facebook.

gy incin-

erators across the country.
“They are trying to pump

as much money out of the

plant before they close them
down,” Ewall said. “The
costs to incinerate trash
are far greater than going
straight to a landfill. Covanta
wants to displace some of
the industrial waste with
‘medical waste.”

He said that since most
‘waste incinerators only have
a lifespan of 24 years com-
panies like Covanta want to
‘make as much revenue from
them before they have to
close them. “This particular
incinerator in Bristol is past
its prime.”” he added.

The Bistol plant was built
in 1988 processing more
than 650 tons of waste per
day and creating 16.3MW.
According to Ewall, it
serves 373,150 people. As
for Reworld’s many plants,
the Bristol one is the fourth
smallest.

Ewall included a list of
the medical waste Reworld
is looking to inchude in its
incinerator plans. They
include:

*Bloody and bodily fluids

*Microbiological waste

*Renal dialysis waste

*Surgical waste

“*Pathological material

*Trace  chemotherapy
waste

In addition to complaints
and concems from Bristol
residents who live near the
Enterprise Drive facility,
the town of Southington
is working with the South
Central Health District to
look into Reworld’s (former-

Iy Covanta) application. The
air and solid waste permits
would allow Reworld to
bum 114 tons of biomedical
waste per day at the new
incinerator.

“As a lack of avail-
able information for this
application (to the state
Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection),
my concem for public hsal!h
in our community, ongoing
noise complaints ﬁun this
facility and general public
concern I have asked our
Health Director to look into
the matter and provide a
written professional assess-
ment,” Town Council Chair
Paul Chaplinsky stated in a
recent Facebook post.

He added that the matter
is included on agenda for the
next Town Council meeting
on Aug. 12 at 7 pm. for
those who want to provide
comments. The Council will
have an opportunity to col-
lect public input and create a
‘written response of concemns
and recommendations for
a follow-up public hearing
planned by DEEP, according
to Chaplinsky.

In a July 29 letter to
Southingfon Town Manager
Alex Ricciardone, the South
Central Health District
Director of Health Susan
Bencivenga Lonczak report-
ed that it appears there is
enough of a public response
on the proposed biomedical
waste incinerator to merit a
public hearing.

In-Home safety grant

Continued from Page 1
it info law by Lamont.

The program will pro-
vide grants to home health
and access agencies to fund
improved safety protocols
and support services for
their workers. This includes
jtems such as emergency
alert buttons, buddy escort
systems, tracking devices,
safety training, risk-scoring
tools, safetywnsultznts and
the i f dedi-

vide an invatuable service to
our state, especially for those
who are most vulnerable.
T look forward to a contin-
ued collaboration with our
COMMNIUNItY partners to max-
imize the impact of these
resources and increase the
safety of home healthcare
‘workers.

This grant comes affer
convicted rapist Michael
Reese was chatged in April

with th

cated phone lines for staff in
the field o access immedi-
ate support.

“Ensuring the safety and
well-being of both our home
healthcare workers and the
individuals they serve is a
top priority for the state’
Lamont said. “This grant
program is a significant step
toward providing the nec-
essary tools and training to
protect workers who pro-

sz
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ed sexual assault of a visiting
nurse at a Connecticut half-
‘way house for sex offenders
in Willimantic.

Reese appeared in court
on April 19 for a related lar-
ceny and drug paraphernalia
case. Police arrested him on
the allegations as he was
leaving the halfway house
in Willimantic on the day
when Joyce Grayson was
found dead in the basement
on Oct. 28, 2023.

“Prioritizing the safe-
ty of our caretakers took

precedence this year,” Lt
Govemor Susan Bysiewicz
said. “A disproportionate
number of home healthcare
workers are women and
women of color who serve
in our vulnerable commu-
nities every single day. It is
important we provide safer
environments and the train-
ing and skills necessary for
them to do their jobs with-
out personal risk.”

Reese was held on a $2
million cash/surety bond.
presented for a sam&dzy
amaignment and _remains
in the custody of the CT

family, announced after
Reese’s conviction the fami-
Ly would be filing a civil suit
for wrongful death.
Anonline applicationform
is available at portal.ct.gov/
dss/common-elements/

vices.

Hearing

for

develop funds

‘Continued from Page 1
allows the city’s economic
and ity der

860-225-6491
spnngbrook\oeandml com

CT HOD 0000322
CT Lic # 385501

f Lik

department to provide finan-
cial incentives to assist with
the costs of developing busi-
nesses in Bristol.

“This has been an effective
tool that has led to a lot of our
downtown development,”

Caggiano said. *

Five years ago, the mayor
said, the Connecticut City
and Town Development Act
was renewed with ‘“‘over-
‘whelming support™ from city
leaders. He said that he is
optimistic that the city coun-
cil will vote similarly mext
week.
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22-acre retail plaza is up for auction

Long-term lease with GF Fitness boosts property’s
marketability

BY DON STACOM HARTFORD COURANT

Less than three months after signing a replacement tenants for Esporta, the
owners of The Shoppes at Larson Farms in Bristol are putting their nearly 22-
acre retail plaza up for auction.

Bidding is to start at S5 million when the property goes to a two-day online
auction beginning Sept. 9, according to the company running the sale.

The property is toward the eastern end of Bristol’s long Route 6 retail strip, and
is home to a Chili’s Grill & Bar, a Sonic fast-food outlet and a medical office.

[ts largest tenant by far is the 45,000-square-foot gym that had been Esporta
until it closed in March. City leaders dreaded the prospect of a big-box vacancy
along Route 6, and were relieved in May when the property owner signed
Georgia-based GF Fitness to a 15-year lease on that space. That deal also
sharply raised the marketability of the property.

“The Shoppes at Larson Farms is a 100% leased expansive retail center with in-
line and outparcel storefronts,” reads the auction notice at Ten-X, the
California-based company that will conduct the sale.

“This neighborhood center is perched on Farmington Avenue, which sees
upward of 23,255 vehicles. Farmington Avenue is dotted with demand-driving
retail including Walmart Supercenter, Hobby Lobby, Big Lots, The Home Depot
and others,” the Ten-X notice reads.

“There are long-term leases in place with the nearest end term in 2033. This
creates several opportunities for new ownership moving forward. The buyers
can continue to lease the spaces as-is while collecting significant incomes,”
according to the notice. “Alternatively, the new owner has the option to
develop the remaining acreage for more tenants.”

Page 18



The property played a key role in extending Bristol’s commercial corridor to the
east. It had been the northern acreage of the popular Larson Farm for decades,
but was cleared for retail use in 2007. The opposite side of Route 6 had been the
farm’s southern section; it was turned into a 120,000-square-foot WalMart
around 2001.

That stretch of Route 6 has seen steady growth in the years since, and the
pattern is still continuing.

Last year, Targeted Endurance Bristol LLC of Ponta Verde, Fla. spent more than
S3 million acquiring small, vacant properties along Route 6 about a quarter
mile west of the Shoppes at Larson Farms. The company has zoning approvals
for a 30,000-square-foot medical office building along with a car wash and a
fast-food restaurant with drive-through operation.

Unlike Bristol’s downtown, the eastern Route 6 area was never heavily
industrialized. Instead it was largely agricultural, and generations of the Larson
family grew and sold vegetables at their farm for more than half a century after
family matriarch Lydia Larson emigrated from Sweden.

As late as the 1980s, the Larsons ran tractor-drawn hayrides across Route 6
between the northern and southern sides of their property. As a supplement,
the family operated a garden center there, too; that business relocated to
Burlington and has become even more popular in recent years.
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Mayor Jeff Caggiano

Economic
development
funds measure
gets hearing
on Aug. 14

BRIAN M. JOHNSON
@BRIANJOHNSONBP

BRISTOL — The
City of Bristol will
hold a public hearing
‘Wednesday, Aug. 14 on
the five-year renewal of
a policy that allows the
city to use public funds
to provide incentives
that support economic
development.

The public hearing
will be held at 7 p.m. in
the City Council cham-
bersat CityHallat 111 N.
Main St. Tt will concern
the “Connecticut City
and Town Development
Act.”

Mayor Jeff Caggiano
said that this act was
originally passed in
1974. Every five years,
the city council has to
vote on whether or not
to continue to allow
public funds to be used
for this purpose.

“Originally we went
to referendum, but then
the state changed its
regulations so now it
can be voted on follow-
ing a public hearing,”
Caggiano said.

The Connecticut City
and Town Development
Act, Caggiano explained,

See HEARING ON PAGE 4
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Hearing date set for Rewo

GARY LARKIN
@THEBRISTOLPRESS

BRISTOL — The state
Department of Energy &

FRIDAY,

Wednesday via Zoom,
DEEP case officer Kathleen
Reiser set up the hearing
via Zoom for Oct. 22 at
6:30 p.m. That hearing will

Envir P

has set a date for a public
hearing on the waste-to-en-
ergy company Reworld’s
five applications for air and
solid waste permits for a
proposed waste to energy
incinerator to include bio-
medical waste.

During a status con-
ference held by DEEP

follow a pre-hearing con-
ference on Oct. 1 at 1:30
pm. (via Zoom) and a site
visit to the Bristol plant at
170 Enterprise Drive on
Oct. 9 at 10 a.m.

If needed. an evidentia-
1y hearing is scheduled for
Nov. 7 at 9 a.m. via Zoom.

The pre-hearing confer-
ence on Oct. 1 will seek

9, 2024

to reach an agreement on
the qualification of expert
witnesses and admissibility
of exhibits, according to
DEEP.

After the public hear-
ing, public comments may
still be submitted to Reiser
until 5 p.m. on Nov. 1. For
more information on the
public hearing and com-
ment period, visit DEEP’s
Events List website under
the DEEP tab on CT.gov.

The petitioner for the

See REWORLD ON PAGE 4

$2.00

rld plant

Reworld’s Bristol plant at 170 Enterprise Drive.

‘Sound’ View

Brian M. Johnson

Nick Cimadon with SoundView's cannabis-infused gummies that are created and sold a the new Bristol manufacturer SoundView on East Main Street.

Bristol man opens cannabis operation

BRIAN M. JOHNSON
(@BRIANJOHNSONBP

BRISTOL — A mnew
cannabis product manu-
facturer, SoundView, has
opened in the original
Truelieve/Healing Corner
location on East Main
Street.

SoundView is owned by
Nick Cimadon, who served
as an officer in the US.
Navy before deciding to
return to Bristol to open his
business in the community
where his family lives. At
his location at 159 E. Main
St., he employs a team of
10 people, which he said

works “effectively and
efficiently” and include
many friends and family
members. Also working at
SoundView is his finance,
Bristol resident Kelsey
Rivera.

SoundView first moved
into the former Truelieve/
Healing Corner build-

ing. which is where
Connecticut’s first med-
ical marijuana products
were sold, in August 2023,
following a two-year
approval from the state
and city. Cimadon thanked
Mayor Jeff Caggiano and
Economic Development
Director Justin Malley

for helping him to work
through this process. The
building came with much
of the equipment that is
required by state regulation
for his type of business,
including a storage vault.
The name SoundView is
inspired by the beach inOld
See SOUNDVIEW ON PAGE 4

Nicole Zappone
106 Chapman Street, a halfway house in Willimantic.

In-Home Safety Grant
helps healthcare workers

NICOLE ZAPPONE
@NEWBRITHERALD

WILLIMANTIC — Gov.
Ned Lamont announced
the impending launch of
the In-Home Safety Grant
Program. a new state grant
program administered by

the Connecticut Department
of Social Services aimed at
enhancing the safety and
security of home healthcare
workers in Connecticut.

Home Health and Access
Agencies can now apply for
the grants.

This program was estab-

lished by the enactment of
Public Act 24-19, which
concems the health and safe-
ty of Connecticut residents.
The Connecticut General
Assembly approved this
during the 2024 regular legis-
lative session and then signed

See HOME ON PAGE 4
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PLAINVILLE POLICE BLOTTER

Joshua H. Kelly, 30, of
81 W. Main St., Meriden,
was charged Aug. 1 with
interfering with an officer/
Tesisting arrest and crimi-
nal impersonation.

Shaun Jorden, 44, of 62
City Ave., New Britain,
was charged Aug. 5 with
third degree assault and
disorderly conduct.

Anthony J. Bartolucci,
43, of 12 Spring St., was
charged Aug. 6 with third
degree assault, disorderly
conduct and first degree
criminal trespass.

Brian Dery. 45, of 378
S. Main St., New Britain
(last known address), was
charged Aug. 8 with fourth
degree larceny.

SoundView
opens in Bristol

Continued from Page 1
Lyme, where Cimadon
had many fond memo-
ries growing up, and the
“sound state of mind”
that his products help to
produce. He said that the
cannabis products that
he sells, which include a
variety of flavors of gum-
mies and chocolate bars,
can help to reduce stress
and anxiety, provide pain
relief and aid with sleep.
Soon, SoundView will
also be looking to expand
to offer vape products.

“I think what people
like about coming to us
are our flavors,” said
Cimadon. “We have truly
edible edibles, with fla-
vors like margarita. For
cookies, we have wild
berry, s’mores, and mid-
night mint - which is
CBN-infused and helps
with sleep.”

Cimadon said that
Connecticut’s cannabis
market is in the early
stages of its growth.
More and more people,

Together we can make it possible.
Visit mth.com/firsthouse or call
1-800-936-0969 to get started today.
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he said. are trying canna-
bis products. And, many
of them are trying gum-
mies as an alternative to
smoking.

“We have customers
all over the state,” said
Cimadon. “We are the
first product manufactur-
er that has opened in the
state and we sell to all 42
dispensaries. We opened
our business in a building
that has a lot of history as
the first cannabis estab-
lishment.”

Cimadon provided a
tour of his facility, show-
ing how his equipment
extracts pure THC, from
cannabis. They are then
infused into the gummies
and chocolate bars. He
sells bottles that contain
48 gummies for between
$30 and $34.

For more informa-
tion, \nsltgetsoundvlew

Reworld waste to
energy plant hearing

scheduled for Oct. 22

Continued from Page 1

public hearing, Francis
Pickering of Southington,
gave his reasons for petition-
ing DEEP on the five permit
applications by Reworld
(formerly Covanta).

“T collected signatures on
behalfofthe Bristol Residents
for Clean Air, for which Iam

e” Pickering said. “We
cover other municipalities
surrounding the (Reworld
incinerator) facility We sub-
mitted a number of concemns
cing the comment period.
Those concems cover the
current noise pollution viola-
tions that we have observed.
(There are) concerns about
testing requirements, and
failures to abide by com-
mitments made during the
public involvement process
for these permits.”

He also listed transporta-
tion of medical waste issues.

During a July 29 Bristol
Residents for Clean Air
meeting at Bristol Public
Library, Michael Ewall, a
Pennsylvania-based attor-
ney and founder of the
Environmental ~ Justice
Network, gave the 100
people who showed up an

He explained how com-
panies like Covanta, now
Rmorld, are dealing with

com, follow
view on instagram or
X (formerly Twitter) or
@getsoundviewct  on
Facebook.

gy incin-

erators across the country.
“They are trying to pump

as much money out of the

plant before they close them
down,” Ewall said. “The
costs to incinerate trash
are far greater than going
straight to a landfill. Covanta
wants to displace some of
the industrial waste with
‘medical waste.”

He said that since most
‘waste incinerators only have
a lifespan of 24 years com-
panies like Covanta want to
‘make as much revenue from
them before they have to
close them. “This particular
incinerator in Bristol is past
its prime.”” he added.

The Bistol plant was built
in 1988 processing more
than 650 tons of waste per
day and creating 16.3MW.
According to Ewall, it
serves 373,150 people. As
for Reworld’s many plants,
the Bristol one is the fourth
smallest.

Ewall included a list of
the medical waste Reworld
is looking to inchude in its
incinerator plans. They
include:

*Bloody and bodily fluids

*Microbiological waste

*Renal dialysis waste

*Surgical waste

“*Pathological material

*Trace  chemotherapy
waste

In addition to complaints
and concems from Bristol
residents who live near the
Enterprise Drive facility,
the town of Southington
is working with the South
Central Health District to
look into Reworld’s (former-

Iy Covanta) application. The
air and solid waste permits
would allow Reworld to
bum 114 tons of biomedical
waste per day at the new
incinerator.

“As a lack of avail-
able information for this
application (to the state
Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection),
my concem for public hsal!h
in our community, ongoing
noise complaints ﬁun this
facility and general public
concern I have asked our
Health Director to look into
the matter and provide a
written professional assess-
ment,” Town Council Chair
Paul Chaplinsky stated in a
recent Facebook post.

He added that the matter
is included on agenda for the
next Town Council meeting
on Aug. 12 at 7 pm. for
those who want to provide
comments. The Council will
have an opportunity to col-
lect public input and create a
‘written response of concemns
and recommendations for
a follow-up public hearing
planned by DEEP, according
to Chaplinsky.

In a July 29 letter to
Southingfon Town Manager
Alex Ricciardone, the South
Central Health District
Director of Health Susan
Bencivenga Lonczak report-
ed that it appears there is
enough of a public response
on the proposed biomedical
waste incinerator to merit a
public hearing.

In-Home safety grant

Continued from Page 1
it info law by Lamont.

The program will pro-
vide grants to home health
and access agencies to fund
improved safety protocols
and support services for
their workers. This includes
jtems such as emergency
alert buttons, buddy escort
systems, tracking devices,
safety training, risk-scoring
tools, safetywnsultznts and
the i f dedi-

vide an invatuable service to
our state, especially for those
who are most vulnerable.
T look forward to a contin-
ued collaboration with our
COMMNIUNItY partners to max-
imize the impact of these
resources and increase the
safety of home healthcare
‘workers.

This grant comes affer
convicted rapist Michael
Reese was chatged in April

with th

cated phone lines for staff in
the field o access immedi-
ate support.

“Ensuring the safety and
well-being of both our home
healthcare workers and the
individuals they serve is a
top priority for the state’
Lamont said. “This grant
program is a significant step
toward providing the nec-
essary tools and training to
protect workers who pro-
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ed sexual assault of a visiting
nurse at a Connecticut half-
‘way house for sex offenders
in Willimantic.

Reese appeared in court
on April 19 for a related lar-
ceny and drug paraphernalia
case. Police arrested him on
the allegations as he was
leaving the halfway house
in Willimantic on the day
when Joyce Grayson was
found dead in the basement
on Oct. 28, 2023.

“Prioritizing the safe-
ty of our caretakers took

precedence this year,” Lt
Govemor Susan Bysiewicz
said. “A disproportionate
number of home healthcare
workers are women and
women of color who serve
in our vulnerable commu-
nities every single day. It is
important we provide safer
environments and the train-
ing and skills necessary for
them to do their jobs with-
out personal risk.”

Reese was held on a $2
million cash/surety bond.
presented for a sam&dzy
amaignment and _remains
in the custody of the CT

family, announced after
Reese’s conviction the fami-
Ly would be filing a civil suit
for wrongful death.
Anonline applicationform
is available at portal.ct.gov/
dss/common-elements/

vices.
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and ity der

860-225-6491
spnngbrook\oeandml com

CT HOD 0000322
CT Lic # 385501

f Lik

department to provide finan-
cial incentives to assist with
the costs of developing busi-
nesses in Bristol.

“This has been an effective
tool that has led to a lot of our
downtown development,”

Caggiano said. *

Five years ago, the mayor
said, the Connecticut City
and Town Development Act
was renewed with ‘“‘over-
‘whelming support™ from city
leaders. He said that he is
optimistic that the city coun-
cil will vote similarly mext
week.

Page 21


SharonArsego_9
Highlight


Beer, wine
festival set for
Aug.23 Page3

Playoffs:

Greeners upset

M&T Page 7
VOL.153 NO.196

BRISTOLPRESS.COM

AP

Signs for Matt Corey, a
Republican candidate for
U.S. Senate, stand post-
ed outside the Sayles
School in Sprague, Tues-
day, Aug. 13, for a state-
‘wide primary.

Voters tap
Corey to
challenge
Murphy

SUSAN HAIGH
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Matt Corey, a
Connecticut entrepreneur
who unsuccessfully ran
for the US. House and
Senate in the past, won
the Republican nomina-
tion Tuesday to take on
Democratic  Sen. Chris
Murphy again, saying he
believes volers are more
receptive to his message.

Corey, whose victory in
the primary came against
Gerry Smith, the top elect-
ed official in the small
town of Beacon Falls, said
voters are fed up with high
energy costs, inflation and
job losses.

“It’s just affordability,
Jjob opportunities. It’s pret-
ty much similar to what I
ran last time,” he said in
a phone interview. “And
all the policies that are
coming out of Washington
and what Sen. Murphy is
embracing, it’s not going
to move Connecticut for-
ward.”
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Officer cleared in Jan. ’23 shoot

GARY LARKIN
(@THEBRISTOLPRESS
BRISTOL -- The state
Office of the Inspector
General has found that the
decision by a Bristol police
officer to fire his weapon at
an oncoming stolen police
cruiser during a January
2023 carjacking was jus-

tified.

Bristol Police “Officer
Seth Petzing fired four
rounds at the flee-
ing cruiser striking and

wounding (Jimmie)
Shoemaker-Gonzalez,
41, of Avon. Shoemaker-
Gonzalez continued to flee,
traveling  approximately
two and a half miles before
crashing into an occupied
restaurant (Palma’s Diner
at 100 Stafford Ave.),”
according to the inspec-
tor general report released
Wednesday.

“As detailed herein (the
report), the question of
whether Officer Petzing’s

use of deadly force was
justified is not free from
doubt,” Inspector General
Robert J. Devlin Jr. stat-
ed. “Indeed, some would
argue that shooting at a
moving vehicle under the
circumstances here is per se
unjustified. Given the exi-
gencies of this fast-moving
dynamic event, however,
I have concluded that the
evidence is insufficient
to establish beyond a rea-

See 0IG ON PAGE 4

‘State Office of Inspector General
The stolen Bristol police cruiser that crashed into Palma's
Diner in Janurary 2023 after a suspected carjacker led po-
lice on a foot and car chase.
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housing

Greater Bristol Homes

The homes being built at 63 Gridley St., left, and 147 Gridley St. are the latest moderate income homes from Greater Bristol Homes.

Greater Bristol Homes building 2 new homes

BRIAN M. JOHNSON
@BRIANJOHNSONBP

BRISTOL — Greater
Bristol Homes is construct-
ing two new, moderate
income homes on Gridley
Street and will award
grants for neighborhood

Greater Bristol Homes,
a local not-for-profit orga-
nization, is “dedicated to
creating opportunities for
families of modest income
and enabling them to real-
ize their dreams of home
ownership.” The orga-
nization “partners with
like-mi izations

to acquire land, creative-
ly develop building lots,
identify and educate home
buyers, raise capital and
build homes in Bristol and
its surrounding communi-
ties.”

Mark Reich, president of
Greater Bristol Homes, said
that the ¢ ization has

p p

already built nine homes
in the area, including some
around Pine Lake.

“We have turned vacant
lots, which pay maybe
$500 a year in taxes, to
developed properties that
pay $6,000 a year,” he
said. “We’'ve added about
$50,000 to $60,000 back

onto the tax rolls, which
can be used for things like
hiring another teacher posi-
tion.”

Greater Bristol Homes is
constructing two homes in
the West End, at 62 Gridley
St. and 147 Gridley St.,
respectively. They are aim-

See HOMES ON PAGE 4

be:
time.

Dylan Braccia
Canada geese all over Memorial Boulevard in Bristol have
en an issue for residents and officials for quite some

Short-term geese fix?
‘Don’t feed me’ signs

DYLAN BRACCIA
@THEBRISTOLPRESS

BRISTOL— Educational
signs that warn peoplenotto
feed the Canada geese who
have taken up residence on
Memorial Boulevard in an

effort to solve the ongoing
overpopulation problem in
Bristol will be going up in
the near future.

In April, the Board of
Park Commissioners heard
from a Department of
Energy and Environmental

Protection (DEEP) rep-
resentative in a proposed
solution to roundup and
kill many of the geese in
a way to control the popu-
lation. The Boulevard sees
a lot of Canada geese that

See COMMITTEE ON PAGE 4
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ing to cut the ribbon on
these properties by Sept.
25.

“The two-family home
at 63 Gridley is complete

questions, call 7:30 am to
4pm. Monday-Friday and
8amto

and the single-family home
at 147 Gridley is nearing
letion” "; .
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on Greater Bristol Homes’
website reads. “Both
homes will be sold to fam-
ilies of moderate income.
Neighborhood Housing
Services of New Britain,
our partner in this proj-
ect, is offering the homes
for sale to first-time home
buyers who meet income
limits and other qualifica-
tions.”

The homes, Reich
said, will “replace two
1

at a Sept. 10 meeting of the
Bristol City Council.
Mayor Jeff Caggiano
said that Greater Bristol
Homes has already made
a positive impact on the
community. He called
partnering with the organi-
zation a “no-brainer.”
“Their rehabilitation of
these properties on Gridley
Street goes along with
what we are doing with the
West End realignment,” he
said. “Working with this
non-profit has been a great
partnership. We would like
to help them succeed and
we applaud their efforts.”
Reich joined the volun-
teer board at Greater Bristol
Homes around 10 years
ago. The organization was
iginally founded in the

tanding vacant lots
that were an eyesore in
the neighborhood.” He said

Retail: 860-423-8466 x3314
jank@thechronicle.com
Classified: 860-423-8466 x3316
classified@
centralctcommunications.com
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No reproduction or reuse:

that they have “already
improved the look and
feel” of Gridley Street.
Additionally, Greater
Bristol Homes has commit-
ted $5.000 to a streetscape

Contact us for permission.
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“We’ve already seen the
pick-up, clean-up, spruce-
up phenomenon happening
in the neighborhood and
we’re hopeful the grant
program will serve to
expand and accelerate that
process,” said Reich.

Reich said that he will
further explain the project

mid-90s to help those in
the programs at the Bristol
Housing Authority become
homeowners. He said that
the focus has now become
identifying, acquiring and
developing land as well
as raising money to build
homes. Future projects,
he said, will also include
rehabilitations of existing
homes.

“In the next four years,
we hope to rehabilitate five
homes,” he said.

Reich said that when
looking at Bristol and its six
surrounding towns, Bristol
is the largest of these com-
munities. It also has the
lowest average income of
any of these towns besides
Plymouth. Bristol’s West
End, he added, has the larg-
est amount of aging homes
and is thus an area of focus.

Persons with hearing and/or speech

Members of the public are invited to

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATION

MEETING

State Project No. 0171-0488

Signing and Pavement Marking Improvements at Unsignalized
Municipal Intersections in District 1

Thursday, August 22, 2024, 6 p.m.
Register: hitp:/portal.ct.gov/DOTDistrict10171-0488
YouTube Livestream: https://portal.ct.gov/ctdotvpimarchive

‘The purpose of this meeting is to provide the community an opportunity to learn about the
proposed project and allow an open discussion of any views and comments concerning the
proposed improvements. A Q&A session will immediately follow the presentation.

‘The purpose of the project is to implement signing and pavement marking improvements at
unsignalized municipally owned and maintained intersections as needed to improve visibility
and compliance. This project will replace existing stop signs, double yellow centerlines, and
stop bars as well as introduce oversized stop signs and stop ahead and intersection ahead

warning signs.

Right-of-way impacts associated with the proposed project are not anticipated.
Construction is anticipated to begin Fall 2025 based on the availability of funding, acquisition

of rights of way, and approval of permit(s). The estimated construction cost for this project
is approximately $2,580,000. This project is anticipated to be undertaken with 100% federal

funds.

Please register for the virtual public information meeting at http://portal.ct.gov/
DOTDistrict10171-0488. Registration is required to participate. Once registered, you will
receive a confirmation email with a link to access the meeting.

Members of the public can submit comments and questions during the two-week public
comment period following the meeting. Please direct comments and questions by September
5 to Jonathan J. Corilla, Project Manager at (Jonathan.Corilla@ct.gov; (860) 594-2755).

ACCESSIBILITY

‘This meeting will also be livestreamed on YouTube, and closed captioning will be available.
Non-English translation options will be available on Zoom and YouTube. The recording will
also be available on CTDOT's YouTube Virtual Public Information Meeting playlist:
htps://portal.ct.govictdotvpimarchive

Persons with limited internet access, use the call-in number 877-853-5257 and enter
Meeting 1D 893 9670 9216 Persons with limited internet access may also request that project
information be mailed to them within one week by contacting Jonathan J. Corilla, Project

Manager at

(Jonathan.Corilla@ct.govs (860) 594-2755).

may dial 711 for Tel ations Relay

Services (TRS).

Language assistance may be requested by contacting CTDOT’s Language Assistance Call Line
(860) 594-2109. Requests should be made at least five business days prior to the meeting.
Language assistance is provided at no cost to the public and efforts will be made to respond to

timely requests for assistance.

Continued from Page 1
leave behind a mess of drop-
pings and feathers.

This caused a outrage
from citizens, and the orga-
nization, Friends of Animals.

Priscilla Feral, president
of Darien-based Friends of
Animals, made the orga-
nization’s stance clear and
offered altenatives.

“Violent, lethal respons-
es are not only unethical,
they offer only temporary
answers,” she said. “Geese
are smart enough figure out
what humans are doing and
ignore harassment

Efforts,” Feral said.
“Nature abhors a vacuum.
Canada geese aren’t going
away. The only thing to do is
clean up after them and us.”

Friends of Animals is a
non-profit international ani-
mal advocacy organization
working to free animals
around the world from cru-
elty and institutionalized
exploitation.

This outrage was heard,
and the plan to kill the
geese was sidelined. Policy
Committee  Chair Cindy
Donovan said she was very
encouraged by the amount
of interest and energy the
public showed regarding the

reese.

“We're looking to get
a volunteer group in the
future to keep that interest
going, because this will be
an ongoing effort, and fund-
ing is always a challenge,”
Donovan said.

In a Board of Park
Commissioners July meet-
ing, five new alternatives
were pitched. These includ-
ed geese spray, which deter
geese from staying in the
area; boundary fencing/
guard nets; geese poop
clean-up services, where
a third-party would clean
up the droppings; riparian
buffers, which modify the
landscape to alter the habitat
and deter geese; or a geese
management company (o
addle the eggs, bring dogs
and lasers, in an effort to
train the geese the area is
unsafe for them.

After discussing these,
the board voted to move it
to its Policy and Strategy
Committee. Superintendent
Josh Medeiros, who is
on the Board of Park
Commissioners, reported
that latest action taken by
the city.

“The committee met on
July 17 and made a recom-

Committee still
mulling solution

mendation to the full board
to withdraw $5,000 from the
Friends of Bristol Parks and
Recreation Fund through the
Main Street Communication
Foundation for educational
signs around the ponds,”
Medeiros said.

These signs would inform
people in the area to not feed
the geese. Medeiros believes
there will be more changes.

“This is a first step of
likely additional habitat
modifications such as ripar-
ian buffers coming in the
future,” Medeiros said. Feral
was happy to hear the new
alternatives that the commit-
tee is pursuing.

Medeiros said the signs
are in the process of being
developed currently, and he
expects them to be installed
by late 2024 or carly 2025.

“We see this as a positive
developmentand we’re going
to stay involved because
attitude changes occur over
time, not immediate results
of enlightenment or public
pressure,” Feral said. “We
don’t believe there have to be
fewer geese; just a continued
plan to clean up after them.
‘We've told Bristol officials
about equipment that they
could purchase, if needed.”

Continued from Page 1
sonable doubt that the
shooting was not justified.
Accordingly, the OIG will
take no further action in
this matter.”

The Bristol Police
Department issued the fol-
lowing statement regarding
the OIG report:

“The Bristol Police
Department would like to
thank the Office of Inspector
General for their efforts
in conducting a thorough
and objective investigation
into the January 12, 2023
officer-involved shooting
and agree with their assess-
ment that Officer Petzing
was justified when he
discharged his firearm to
protect himself from the
imminent threat of seri-
ous physical injury and or
death posed by a violent
fleeing Felon in a stolen
police car that day.”

According to a writ-
ten statement by Officer
Petzing given to OIG in
April 2023, he describes
the Jan. 12, 2023 incident:

“On January 12, 2023,
at approximately 10:16
am., the Hartford Police
Department notified Bristol
dispatch that Hartford had
a carjacking in which the
suspect used a knife. The
suspect was described as a
black Hispanic male with
salt and pepper colored

hair. The stolen vehicle was
a 2004 Durango.

“At 11:49 am., two
Bristol police officers were
dispatched to a hit-and-
run accident in the area
of Farmington Avenue
and Hoover Avenue. The
evading vehicle was a blue
Dodge Durango. Officer
Petzing also responded to
the call believing that the
evading vehicle was the
same vehicle in Hartford.”

Then. the report states,
Officer Petzing heard
a call over the radio that
the Farmington Police
Department had responded
to a motor vehicle acci-
dent involving the same
Durango. It was reported
after that the suspect then
carjacked a Toyota RAV
4 heading westbound on
Farmington Avenue into
Bristol. Eventually, the
suspect ditched the RAV4
on Davis Drive in Bristol
and he came upon fellow
officers chasing the suspect
who was on foot brandish-
ing a knife.

“T then observed officers
pointing their firearms at
the opened driver’s door
to a police cruiser and a
female crunched down near
the door and she then ran in
my direction,” Petzing said
in his statement. “I realized
that the suspect was sit-
ting in the driver’s seat of

678 MAIN $T. (RT. 6) PLYMOUTH
860-283-8585

Family Owned &
Operated/Licensed
for over 46 years

OIG: Shooting justified

the running police cruiser.
I then positioned myself
in front of another police
cruiser, on the passenger
side closer to the parking
spaces.”

Petzing goes on to write
that he said he heard the
cruiser’s engine revving
and observed the suspect
“manipulating” the gear
shift to “make the cruis-
er mobile” as the suspect
put the vehicle in reverse
before putting it into drive
and driving at Petzing at a
high rate of speed.

“As I was standing there,
I made eye contact with
the suspect whose eyes
were wide open and star-
ing directly into my eyes,”
according to Petzing.
“Based on the stare, the
look on the suspect’s face
and direction and speed
of the wehicle, I believed
I was going to be struck
and killed. I then fired four
rounds at the vehicle.”

According to the report,
between the shots fired and
the crashinto Palma’s Diner
Shoemaker-Gonzalez had
four gunshot wounds, two
in his right thigh and two in
his left lower leg.

The suspect was tested
and showed a blood alco-
hol level of 0.102 and
that he tested positive for
Benzoylecgonine, oxyco-
done, and PCP.

He is due in Hartford
court on Sept. 24.
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State launches new marketing campaign to find
young manufacturers

T r oS
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Connecticut Chief Manufacturing Officer Paul Lavoie stands in Birdon America's facility in Portland.

By Skyler Frazer

The state is launching a new marketing campaign that aims to bring more young people into
the manufacturing sector.

Lt. Gov. Susan Bysiewicz and the state’s Chief Manufacturing Officer Paul Lavoie this week
unveiled the “I Got It Made,” campaign to showcase the different types of jobs available in
Connecticut’s manufacturing industry. There are about 10,000 open jobs in Connecticut’s
manufacturing sector, according to data from the state, and more job vacancies are
expected nationwide across the next decade if employment in the industry isn’'t ramped up.
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The new marketing campaign was developed based on research that shows young people
and their parents in Connecticut are largely unaware of industrial opportunities in the state.
In particular, research shows non-college bound high schoolers have uncertainty about their
futures, so the manufacturing sector could be a good place to think about.

The marketing campaign will include a mix of both traditional and digital media advertising,
streaming content and a dedicated website landing page, among other things, and is set to
launch statewide at the end of August.

“Our companies manufacture a wide array of products and employ nearly 10% of the state’s
total workforce. These jobs represent good-paying career opportunities for residents,
including young adults,” Lavoie said when announcing the campaign earlier this week. “In a
culture that heavily emphasizes the college pathway, manufacturing gives young adults
another viable option to a bright future. Our goal is to shine a spotlight on these
opportunities and show young adults that they can ‘have it made’ with a career in
manufacturing”

The new marketing campaign was unveiled at a Connecticut Manufacturing Ambassador
event hosted by Birdon America in Portland.
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Iris White, acting super-
intendent of schools.

A ‘bash’ to
welcome
students
back to
school

BRIAN M. JOHNSON
(@BRIANJOHNSONBP

BRISTOL — Families
are invited to celebrate
the new school year
with a “Back to School
Bash” Monday, Aug.
26 at the Bristol Arts
and Innovation Magnet
School.

The event will be
held from 5:30 to 7:30
p.m. at the school at 70
Memorial Boulevard.
It will include oppor-
tunities to meet with
local school staff and
community providers.
There will also be face
painting, music from
DJ Bretty B, raffles
and prizes, food trucks,
free haircuts, and an
opportunity to dunk a
principal. The first 250
students  will receive
free backpacks.

Acting Superintendent
of Schools Iris White
encouraged local fam-
ilies to come out and
have fun at the “Bash.”

See SCHOOL ON PAGE 4
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Believe it or not, Jimmy’s hit

BRIAN M. JOHNSON
@BRIANJOHNSONBP

BRISTOL — Jimmy’s
On The River is closed
until further notice follow-
ing the restaurant being
struck by a motor vehicle
for the second time in two
years on Monday.

Jimmy Driscoll, owner
of Jimmy's On The River,
shared several photos
of a flatbed truck which
smashed through the side

of his building at 249
Terryville Road around
10:30 a.m. on Monday.

“We had a lot of people
inside at the time; fortu-
nately no one was hurt,” he
said. “A lot of our custom-
ers helped our staff with
the clean-up.”

Driscoll  said  that
Jimmy’s On The River
was also hit by a vehicle
in 2022. He had received
a $60,000 grant from the
city’s economic develop-

ment department which
was being used for interior
and exterior renovations.
The renovations, which
will include a new facade
and patio, began last
November and are still
moving forward. Driscoll
said that after this most
recent damage, his building
needs to be made sturdier
before it can re-open.
“Life goes on — we're
hoping that we’ll be able
See JIMMY'S ON PAGE 4

Jimmy Driscol,owner of Jimmy's On The River.
The damage to Jimmy's On The River after it was struck by a
vehicle for the second time in two years.

An i ing of the new

Ml A

Public Library building under construction.

Southington Public Library

Southington library selling custom pavers

BRIAN M. JOHNSON
@BRIANJOHNSONBP

PLYMOUTH — The
« .

h Public Library
and museum board has
announced that it is sell-
ing customized bricks that
will be installed at the new
Southi Public Library
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building now under con-
struction.
Board member Joanne

Kelleher, who chairs the
advocacy committee, said
that the 4-inch by 8-inch
pavers, which can be cus-
tomized with up to three
lines of text, are being sold
for $175 each. Orders are
«due by Nov. 10 and quanti-
ties are limited.

Board members will sell
bricks and answer questions
about the library project at
the Southington Farmers

Market on the town green
on Aug. 23 from 3 p.m. to
6 p.m., and at the Apple
Harvest Festival in front
of the town hall. Brick
order forms can also be
found and returned near the
library’s Information Desk
and online.

Kelleher said the bricks
will be part of the outdoor
courtyard that extends north
of the Community Room

in the new Southington
Library.

“The patio will be locat-
ed where a portion of the
existing building stands
today,” she said.

The new building is cur-
rently under construction
and on target to open in
late November. The current
building will be demol-
ished over the winter. The
patio brick installation is

expected to start mid-Feb.
2025, weather permitting,
with the landscaping to be
completed in the spring of
2025.

“I remember when the
customized pavers were
installed on the sidewalks
downtown,” said Tina
Riccio, chair of the library
board. “Families were
excited to walk around and

See PAVERS ON PAGE 4

APFILE
Public school buses are parked in Springfield, lil., on Jan.
7, 2015. lllinois is going to ban corporal punishment soon.

Hitting kids should not
be allowed: New Ill. law

JOHN O'CONNOR
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SPRINGFIELD. Il. —
This school year, Illinois
will become just the fifth
state in the nation to pro-
hibit corporal punishment
in all schools.

Legislation that Gov. JB

Pritzker signed into law
this month bans physi-
cal punishment in private
schools while reiterating a
prohibition on the practice
in public schools imple-
mented 30 years ago.
When the ban takes
effect in January, Illinois
will join New Jersey, lowa,

Maryland and New York
in prohibiting paddling,
spanking or hitting in every
school.

State Rep. Margaret
Croke,a Chicago Democrat,
was inspired to take up
the issue after an updat-
ed call by the American

See SCHOOL ON PAGE 4
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Jimmy’s takes 2nd
hit since in 2 years

Continued from Page 1
to re-open some time next
week,” he said.

Driscoll said that he will
be meeting with Police
Chief Mark Morello to dis-
cuss what can potentially be
done to make his street safer.

“Idon’t know why people
are crashing into buildings,”
he said. “It really puts us
business owners in a bad
situation.”

More than 140 people
commented on Jimmy’s
On The River’s Facebook
post about the accident.
Many customers offered
their “thoughts and prayers™
for the restaurant and their
hopes that the restaurant
will be able to re-open again
soon.

“So sorry this happened
to you again,” wrote Linda
Thibodeau. “Hope you're
back in business soon.™

Joanna Lizotte said that
she was sorry to see the
restaurant was hit by a vehi-
cle again.

“So glad that everyone is
OK.” she said.

A GoFundMe page has
been set up by Christina
Driscoll, Jimmy Driscoll’s
daughter, to help Jimmy's
On The River get back
on their feet again. As of
Tuesday morning, it has
received $3,877 in dona-
tions as of Tuesday toward
the $20,000 goal.

“Despite nearly complet-
ing 90% of the necessary
renovations, Jimmy’s On
The River recently faced
another devastating  set-
back: a second crash into

“Any amount
you can
contribute

will make a
difference.
Thank you

so much for
your support,
thoughts, and
generosity
during this
difficult time.
Your help means
the world to us.”

CHRISTINA DRISCOLL

the restaurant,” Christina
Driscoll wrote on the page.
“This time, customers were
inside, but we are incredi-
bly relieved that staff and
patrons were able to walk
away unharmed.”

Driscoll said that those
who donate will help
Jimmy’s On The River
cover the cost of repairs and
“ensure that the restaurant
can continue to serve the
community and provide for
the hardworking team.”

“Any amount you can
contribute will make a dif-
ference,” she wrote. “Thank
you so much for your
support, thoughts, and gen-
erosity during this difficult
time. Your help means the
world to us.”

To view the GoFundMe
page, visit gofund.me/4dd-
bead?2.
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School punishment

Continued from Page 1
Association of Pediatrics to
end the practice, which it
says can increase behav-
ioral or mental health
problems and impair cog-
nitive development. The
association found that it's
disproportionately admin-
istered to Black males and
students with disabilities.

“It was an easy thing to
do. I don’t want a child,
whether they are in private
school or public school, to
have a situation in which
corporal punishment is
being used,” Croke said.

Croke was also disturbed
by the Cassville School
District  in  southwest
Missouri. After dropping
corporal punishment in
2001, it reinstated it two
years ago as an opt-in for
parents. Croke wanted to
send a clear message that
“it never was going to be
OK to inflict harm or pain
on a child.”

Much of the world agrees.

The World Health
Organization has decreed
the practice “a violation of’
children’s rights to respect
for physical integrity and
human dignity.” In 1990, the
United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child
established an obligation to
“prohibit all corporal pun-
ishment of children.”

The US. was the con-
vention’s lone holdout.
Americans seemingly take
a pragmatic view of the
practice, said Sarah A.
Font, associate professor of’
sociology and public policy
at Penn State University.

“Even though research
pretty consistently shows
that corporal punishment
doesn’t improve kids’
behavior in the long run
— and it might have some
negative  consequences
— people don’t want to
believe that,” Font said.
“People kind of rely on
their own experience of,
‘Well, T experienced corpo-

ral punishment. I turned out
fine.” They disregard the
larger body of evidence.”
U.S. Sen. Chris Murphy,
a Connecticut Democrat,
last year introduced leg-
islation, co-sponsored by
Senate Majority Whip Dick
Durbin of Illinois, to ban
corporal i in

“It’s an anachronistic
practice,” he said.

Ralph  Rivera, who
represents  the Illinois
Coalition of Nonpublic
Schools, said he’s unaware
of any member school that
uses the practice. While the
group usually opposes state

ddling in its cl

any school receiving fed-
eral funds. It was assigned
to a Senate committee for
a public hearing in May
2023 but has seen no fur-
ther action.

The U.S. Supreme Court
has also rejected constitu-
tional claims against the
practice. When junior high
pupils in Dade County,
Florida, filed a lawsuit chal-
lenging physical discipline,
the court ruled in 1977 that
Eighth Amendment pro-
tection against cruel and
unusual punishment was
reserved for people con-
victed of crimes; it did not
apply to classroom disci-
pline.

Today, 17 states tech-
nically allow corporal
punishment in all schools,
although four prohibit its
use on students with dis-
abilities. North Carolina
state law doesn’t preclude it
but every school district in
the state blocked its use in
2018. Hlinois lawmakers in
1994 stopped the practice
in public schools.

Among states that have
completely outlawed it,
New Jersey took the unusu-
al step of barring corporal
punishment in all schools
in 1867. lowa eliminated it
in private schools in 1989.
Maryland and New York
stopped private school use
in 2023

Private school advocates,
who vehemently oppose
state intervention, did not
oppose the new law.

Schools in the Catholic
Conference of Illinois do
not use corporal punish-
ment, executive director
Bob Gilligan said.

Rivera said, objecting to a
corporal punishment ban on
principle is a tough sell.

“Even if they don’t do it,
they told us to stay out of
it, because it doesn’t look
good when you say, ‘No,
we want to be able to spank
children,”” Rivera said.

The law does not apply
to home schools. Home-
schooled  students are
subject to the same rules
during school hours as
those they face after school.

For student athletes, dis-
cipline or correction on the
football field or the volley-
ball court would have to go
beyond the pale to quali-
fy as corporal punishment,
Croke explained during
floor debate on the measure
last spring.

“We talked in committee
about a situation in which
maybe a coach said. ‘Run
laps,” Croke said. “I do not
believe this would apply by
any means because when
we tell a kid to run laps, the
goal is not necessarily to
inflict pain.”

Legislative debate,
nonetheless, included
Republican concern that
imposing the requirement
on private schools could
facilitate rules affecting, for
instance, curriculum or reli-
gious teachings.

Croke, whose school-
age child attends Catholic
school, said her intent was
not to open the door to state
regulation of private educa-
tion but rather to “keep kids
out of harm’s way.”

“There’s a red line there,
that hitting kids should
never be allowed,” Croke
said.

School bash Aug. 26

Continued from Page 1

“Get ready to Thrive in
‘25 at the Back to School
Bash with fun, prizes, com-
munity connections, and
strong family partnerships
for the year ahead,” she
said.

Food will be provided by
Daren the Ice Cream Man,
Steve’s Top Dog Food
Truck, Antogitos Food
Truck and Greer's Food
Truck.

Additionally, the fol-
lowing departments and
organizations will be at the
Back to School Bash:

. Bristol Boys and Girls
Club- Before /After Care/

Programs
. The Bristol Water
Department
. Bristol Public Works
Bristol Police
Department- Police
Explorers

. Bristol Fire Department
- Bristol Parks/Recreation
Youth Community Services
. Bristol Public Library-
Memberships
. Wheeler Clinic School-
Based Clinicians and
Community Programs
Bristol Burlington
Health District
First Student Bus
Company
. Bristol BOE Technology
- Sign up for PowerSchool

Portal
. Spare Time and Benny
the Bowling Pin
. 360 Photo Booth
. School Mentors
Triple P (Positive
Parenting Program)
. US Coast Guard
Family Resource
Centers
. Community Health
Center-Physicals/
Immunizations
. Just Ask Rental Dunk
Booth
Peyton’s  Promise
Education Initiative
. Miss Connecticut Teen-
Camryn Patton
. Miss Bristol Teen -
Haylee Patton.

Pavers for sale at library

Continued from Page 1

find their own brick. I hope
the same will be true at the
library.”

This fundraiser is part
of the public phase of the
Library Board’s capital
campaign to help pay for
furniture, fixtures and equip-
ment. It will enable public
funds to be used to maxi-
mize the square footage of
the new building.

Other opportunities are
available for community
members to be recognized
for their contribution to the
campaign. For donors pledg-
ing $5,000 or more, there is a
list of naming opportunities,
including benches, study
areas and rooms. Donors
who contribute more than
$1,000 can have their name
on a plaque that will be dis-
played in the new building.

The brick orders, dona-
tions and pledges are
being collected and man-
aged through a fund at the
Community Foundation of
Greater New Britain which
was started more than 15
years ago.

For more information on
how to purchase a brick,
make an online donation or
pledge, visit southingtonli-
brary.org/fag.html.
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Students prepare to go
on pencil scavenger hunt
in a past Back to School
Pencil Hunt in Bristol.

Pencil hunt
very well
attended
in Bristol

PRESS STAFF
@THEBRISTOLPRESS

BRISTOL — The 7th
Annual Mayor’s Back
to School Pencil Hunt
Thursday evening at
Muzzy Field was “very
well attended” says
Mayor Jeff Caggiano.

The event, which is
put on by the mayor
along with the Bristol
Parks, Recreation, Youth
& Community Services
Department, offers local
youths in Kindergarten
through Middle School
the chance to run around
the outfield of Muzzy
Field in a scavenger
hunt for pencils. Those
who pulled out special-
ly marked pencils were
able to take home addi-
tional, surprise “gold”
and  “silver” prizes.
Participants were also
all given goodie bags
with school supplies.

There were four sep-
arate, staggered start
times for children in

See MAYOR ON PAGE 4
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NEW BRITAIN —
The Chen Art Gallery
at Central Connecticut
State University (CCSU)
will showcase the work
of local artist Thomas J.
Zaccheo in the exhibition
“Transformed by Fire:
Feats of Clay” from Sept.
5to Oct. 4.

Zaccheo, a retired doctor
from New Britain, has been

working with ceramics for
over 50 years. Recently,
the artist, who now lives
in Farmington, has been
experimenting with mixed
media, fiber clay, and a
technique he calls the
“lost cloth” method, which
transforms cloth, weaving,
and crochet into ceramic
replicas.

He also works with
public art using materials
like aluminum and steel,
as well as computer-aided

4/25, 2024

design (CAD) and com-
puter-aided manufacturing
(CAM).

Zaccheo’s large art
installation, “Flight of
Fancy,” displayed on the
Recorder Building in
Greenfield, Massachusetts,
received support from
the Massachusetts  Arts
Council.

His art has been shown
in many exhibitions and
galleries throughout the

See ARTIST ON PAGE 4

$2

Contributed

Thomas J. Zaccheo holding one of its aluminum birds for the

“Flight of Fancy” installation.
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Urban podcasters

City and Chamber leaders celebrate the grand opening of Urban Studios in downtown Bristol on Friday.

Brian M. Johnson

Bristol couple open studios for creativity

BRIAN M. JOHNSON
(@BRIANJOHNSONBP

BRISTOL — Urban
Studios celebrated its grand
opening in downtown
Bristol on Friday, offering
a space where people can
utilize in-house equipment
for photography, podcast-
ing, special events and
more.

The studio, located
at 225 N. Main St Suite

407, is owned by Laquita
Kearney-Gonzales and her
husband Dayvon Kearney-
Gonzales. The two began
renovating the space,
which was formerly a call
center, back in April.
Laquita Kearney-
Gonzales has a background
in event planning and
Dayvon Kearney-Gonzales
had previously been doing
photography out of their

home on Federal Hill.
The two decided that they
wanted a space where they
could express their creativ-
ity and help others to do
the same

“We are residents of
Bristol,” said Laquita
Kearney-Gonzales. “My
husband is a photographer
and wanted a space Where
he could do his photogra-
phy outside of our home.

I love to decorate and I
wanted to turn my hobby
into a business. We are
empty-nesters and so we
decided that we wanted to
get out and do what we
love to do.”

Dayvon Kearney-
Gonzales said he first
became interested in pho-
tography a couple years
ago when he was shooting
his mother-in-law’s wed-

ding. She told him that
she liked his “attention to
detail”, which led to him
purchasing his own camera
and equipment.

Laquita and Dayvon
Kearney-Gonzales thanked
Carpenter Realty for help-
ing them to find their
location. They also thanked
the city for their support
throughout the process of

See PODCAST ON PAGE 4

AP
Rep. Lucy McBath, D-Ga., stands onstage and is joined by
Abbey Clements of Newtown, Conn., Kim Rubio of Uvalde,
Texas, Melody McFadden of Charleston, S.C.,, and Edgar
Vilchez of Chicago, during the final day of the Democratic
National Convention in Chicago, Thursday, Aug. 22.

At DNC, Sandy Hook
teacher tells of fateful day

MICHELLEL. PRICE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Survivors and fami-
ly members of victims of
gun violence attested at
the Democratic National
Convention on Thursday to
the ways shootings impact-

ed their lives and spurred
them to advocacy.

One of the most potent
speeches came from
Gabrielle Giffords, the
former Democratic con-
gresswoman  who was
wounded in a 2011 shoot-
ing in her Arizona district.

Giffords, who was shot
in the head while out greet-
ing constituents, spoke
Thursday about her long
road to recovery.

“I learned to walk again,
one step at a time. I learned
to talk again, one word at

See GUN ON PAGE 4
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Gun violence marked

continued from Page 1

a time,” said Giffords, who
appeared with her husband,
Arizona Sen. Mark Kelly.

“Ialmost died, but I fought
for life and 1 survived,”
Giffords said, thrusting her
arm into the air and drawing
cheers from the crowd.

She praised Vice President
Kamala Harris and endorsed
her.

“Kamala can beat the gun
lobby and can beat gun traf-
ficking,” said Giffords, who
opened the Giffords Law
Center to track and analyze
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firearm legislation in all 50
states.

Harris, a former pros-
ecutor, has advocated for
more laws to stop gun vio-
lence, including reinstating
a ban on assault weapons.
President Joe Biden in 2023
tapped Harmris to lead the
first-ever federal office of
gun violence prevention.

Republican  nominee
Donald Trump has posi-
tioned himself directly
against gun-control mea-
sures and downplayed a
ban he instituted on bump
stocks, the attachments that
allow semi-automatic weap-
ons to fire like machine
guns and were used during
the October 2017 shooting
massacre in Las Vegas.

Harris has changed her
position on some gun
issues. Since becoming vice

president, she has backed
away from her previous
support for mandatory gun
buy-back programs. The
policies, which she backed
in 2019 while running in the
D . idential pri

The Georgia Democrat
won her election, flipping
a House seat long held by
Republicans.

“Our losses do not weak-
en us,” McBath said. They
our resolve.”

pri-
mary, would force millions
of gun owners to sell their
AR-15s and similar firearms

Abri:ey Clements, who
was teaching second grade
at the Sandy Hook school in

to the g

Harris now supports more
moderate proposals such
as universal background
checks on gun sales.

The other survivors and
family members turned
advocates each told their
stories Thursday, at times
becoming emotional.
Democrats in the arena
could be seen wiping their
eyes at one point as a screen
behind the speakers pro-
jected the words, “Freedom
From Gun Violence.”

The advocates were led
by Georgia Rep. Lucy
McBath, who became an
activist against gun violence
after her 17-year-old son
was shot in 2012 by a white
man who was angry over
the loud music the Black
teenager and his friends
were playing.

McBath said she was
moved to run for office afier
the 2018 shooting massa-
cre at Parkland, Florida's
Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School, where 17 were
killed.

N when
a gunman in 2012 killed 26
people, 20 of them first grade
children, described the day
and the sounds of more than
150 gunshots ringing out.

“Hiding in the coats, try-
ing to sing with my students,
trying to read to them, try-
ing to drown out the sounds.
Terror. Crying. Running. 1
carry that horrific day with
me,” Clements said.

As she spoke about the
children and her coworkers
who were killed, Clements’
voice caught as she said,
“They should still be here.”

Kimberly Rubio, whose
10-year-old daughter Lexi
was among the 19 children
killed in the 2022 shooting
at Robb Elementary School
in Uvalde, Texas, became
emotional as she described
her daughter, right before she
was killed, with her “smile
that lights up the room.”

Other speakers includ-
ed Melody McFadden of
Charleston, South Carolina,
whose mother and niece were
both killed by gun violence.

Continued from Page 1
getting their business open
and for providing a grant
to assist with renovations.
Laquita Kearney-Gonzales
added that the studio is a
“transformative  space,”
which can be decorated for
clients.

“We can curate the space
according to their needs,”
she said. “We can also pro-
vide guidance and technical
assistance on how to use the
equipment.”

Laquita Kearney-
Gonzales said that she will
be glad to assist anyone
who is looking to start a
podcast of their own. She
has a podeast, “Emerge and
See”, which she does twice
a month. She said that her
son, David, has been talking
about doing a fitness pod-
cast.

Laquita and Dayvon
Keamey-Gonzales  also
thanked God and said that
opening their new business
would not be possible with-
out him. The two regularly
attend services at Bridge
Community Church.

“We are family-oriented
and we put God first with
everything that we do,” said
Laquita Kearney-Gonzales.

Mayor Jeff Caggiano and
Justin Malley and Dawn

Podcast studio
lands 1n Bristol

Nielsen from the city’s
economic  development
department  welcomed
Urban Studios along with
the Central Connecticut
Chambers of Commerce on
Friday. They were joined
by Pastor Todd Williams, of
Bridge Community Church,
‘who blessed the new busi-
ness. Williams asked God
to do good by them just
as they were looking to do
good by the community. He
asked God to fill the space
‘with peace and joy.

D’Agostino, president
and CEO of the Central
Connecticut Chambers of
Commerce, said that she
always loves to see a new
business downtown.

“Everyone wants to be
featured in a podcast these
days,” she said. “It’s the
new norm.”

Caggiano said that it was
“very cool” to see a studio
like this open in downtown
Bristol.

“Podcasting is  what
everyone is interested in
now,” he said. “It will be a
«cool opportunity to bring in
people from the neighbor-
hood and give them access
to something like this.”

For more information on
Urban Studios, call 203-
691-0299.

Artist showcased at CCSU gallery

Continued from Page 1

Northeast, including the
Connecticut State Building
and Bradley International

Airport. One of his piec-
es, “Yellow Begonia,”
recently won 3rd prize at
the Hill-Stead Museum
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Invitational Show and is
also featured in the New
Britain Museum of Art’s
“Nor'Easter” juried show.

This exhibition has been
organized by Professor
Priya Green, director of the
Chen Art Gallery, along
with gallery staff Courtney
Silvia and  Kathleen
Gauthier, and CCSU stu-
dents Olivia Benson and

Brayton Price from the
ART490 Curatorship class.

All the pieces in this
exhibition are available for
purchase, and the proceeds
will go to the Ceramics,
Sculpture Department at
CCSU. Anyone interested
in buying a piece can con-
tact the artist directly.

The public is invited to
an opening reception on

Sept, 5, from 4 p.m. to 7
p-m. The artist will give a
short talk about his work at
4:30 pm.

Refreshments and appe-
tizers will be provided. The
Chen Art Gallery is locat-
ed in Maloney Hall, Room
202, and regularly features
works from contemporary
artists, CCSU students,
faculty, and alumni.

Mayor

Continued from Page 1
grades Kto 1, 2 1o 3, 4
to 5 and 6, with the event
beginning at 5 pm. and
wrapping up around 6:50
p.m. Caggiano said that so
many children participated
this year that they “almost
ran out of peneils.”

“It was a beautiful day
and a great way to get kids
and parents in the mood for
going back to school,” said

leads the hunt

Caggiano. 1 love to see
parents and grandparents

“I love to see

come back every year and parents and

really get engaged with this
event.”

Caggiano added that, for
the past few years, he has
helped push the wheelchair
of achild with cerebral palsy,
whom he said laughed with
joy picking up the pencils.

“It was very nice to see,”
he said.

RA 'nT

grandparents
come back every

year and really

get engaged with
this event.”

MAYOR JEFF CAGGIANO

\
A DUCATIO

SCR

FREE SERVICES:

FREE FOOD AND GIVEAWAYS!

(860) 832-0235
CLINIC@CCSU.EDU

CONNECTICUT
STATE UNIVERSITY

@GENTRAL.COMMUNITYGLINIC
CENTRAL COMMUNITY HEALTH EDUCATION CLINIC

On-Site Food Pantry
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Vanessa Roberts Avery

Farmington
accountant
admits
filing false
tax returns

A Farmington accoun-
tant waived his right to
be indicted and plead-
ed guilty to filing false
tax returns Friday, said
Vanessa Roberts Avery,
U.S. Attorney for the
District of Connecticut,
and Harry T. Chavis,
Jr., Special Agent in
Charge of IRS Criminal
Investigation in New
England.

Mark Legowski, 60,
of Farmington, plead-
ed guilty before U.S.
District Judge Kari A.
Dooley in Bridgeport to
filing false tax returns.

According to court
documents and state-
ments made in court,
from January 2015
through December 2017,
Legowski was a self-em-
ployed accountant and
tax return preparer doing
business as Legowski
&  Company, Inc.
(“LCI™) in Farmington.
Legowski  prepared
income tax returns for
approximately 400 to

See GUILTY ON PAGE 4
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Healthy juice bar opens in city

BRIANM. JOHNSON
@BRIANJOHNSONBP

BRISTOL — City
and Chamber leaders on
Wednesday ~— welcomed
Divine Health Juice Bar
LLC, which offers “healthy,
all-natural, vegan options™
to the city.

Divine Health Juice
Bar, which is located at
724 Farmington Ave., is
owned by Damion Newton,
‘who also has a location in

‘Waterbury that he opened
five years ago. Newton said
he has been living a healthy
lifestyle for 24 years and
wishes to give the commu-
nity a chance to experience
the foods which have made
a positive impact on him.
Divine Health LLC offers
juices, smoothies, shakes
including protein shakes,
salads and fruit bowls.
“Our drinks are all made
with all-natural fruits and
vegetables,” said Newton.

He said that he has
received a lot of positive
feedback and a strong turn-
out since his soft opening
on July 22.

“People tell me ‘it’s
fire’,” he said. “It brings
a lot of smiles to their
faces. We create a happy,
welcoming environment
for everyone who comes
through the door. People
have been coming non-
stop, like it’s not going to

See JUICE ON PAGE 4

Contributed

City and Chamber leaders and owner Damion Newton cut
the ribbon on Divine Health Juice Bar's new Bristol location.
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Cold War.

Mayor Jeff Caggiano and Dawn Nielsen, marketing and public relations specialist with the City of Bristol, present Suzanne Zimmerman with the All Heart
Award honoring her service Wednesday at Ingraham Manor.

City Army veteran Zimmerman gets honor

Carol Denchy,  of
the Memorial Military
Museum at 98 Summer
St., said that the “Bristol
‘Women in the Military
Committee” had been
working with genealogist
Cat Schilling to honor local
women for their service.
Those identified, especial-
ly those from World War
IL, will be the subject of
programs at the Memorial
Military Museum in 2025.

Zimmerman was the first
of these female veterans
to be recognized. She was
visited by the Memorial
Military Museum and city
leaders on Wednesday on
the 39th anniversary of the
day that she left for the
Army. The museum orga-
nized the gathering.

Zimmerman was pre-
sented with an All Heart
Award from Mayor Jeff
Caggiano and Dawn

Nielsen, city marketing and
public relations special-
ist. Nielsen said she was
friends with Zimmerman
since they were 5 and
throughout their school
years. Several family mem-
bers were also present,
including Zimmerman’s
mother Alice Deschaine
and Zimmerman’s sister
Jackie. Her son Tim and
Sandra Brino, Tim’s moth-
er in law, attended remotely

CatSchiling

via FaceTime.

Tim Zimmerman, 36,
now works for the govern-
ment in cybersecurity. He
commented on his moth-
er’s service.

“It was probably the
highest point in my mom’s
life in terms of giving back
to the American people,”
he said.

Caggiano congratulated
Zimmerman and said he

See ARMY ON PAGE 4
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Manson Youth Institution in Cheshire, which is an adult cor-
rectional facility can no longer place children in isolation
toa with the U.S. of Jus-

DOJ: No more isolation at
Manson Youth Institution

CHESHIRE —  The
Justice Department
announced Friday that
it has reached an agree-
ment with the Connecticut
D of Correction

addressing conditions for

children at Manson Youth
Institution, an adult correc-
tional facility in Cheshire
housing children charged
in the criminal justice sys-
tem.

Under the agreement,
Manson will eliminate the

use of disciplinary isola-
tion to manage the behavior
of children in its custo-
dy. It will also implement
a comprehensive behav-
ior management program
that incentivizes positive

‘See CHILD ON PAGE 4
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was glad that she was being
honored.

“We call this our All
Heart Award,” he said.
“We give this out to peo-
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have served the community
greatly in any way, whether
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or service to our country.
So I am very grateful for
your service to our coun-
try -- somebody from my
neighborhood, my sister’s
best friend, this makes it
even greater.”

The award  reads:
“Presented to Suzanne
Zimmerman in recogni-
tion of your service and

dedication to our country
serving with the 56th Field
Brigade Pershing IT in West
Germany.” She was also
given an All Heart pin.

“Thank you very much
and congratulations from
the city,” said Caggiano.

According to Schilling,
Zimmerman was born in
Bristol on Feb. 17, 1965.
She attended Ivy Drive,
Northeast Middle School
and then St. Paul. She
entered military service
on Aug. 29, 1985 and was
relieved from active duty
honorably on March 28,
1989.

Zimmerman had a Rank
E4 (Specialist SP4) whose

specialty wasan MOS: 75B,
or administration specialist.
She served overseas with
the Schwiibisch Gmiind,
Baden-Wiirttemberg,
Germany.  56th  Field
Artillery Command, where
the Pershing nuclear mis-
siles were stationed.

“The brigade was dis-
mantled starting in the end
of 1987 due to the INF
Treaty being signed.” said
Schilling. “The Pershing
Missiles were nuclear
missiles. She pulled a lot
of guard duty due to the
fact that they had plenty
of protesters. They were
not aware that they did not
have the actual warheads in

Gmiind, only the missiles,
but they certainly made
their presence known.”

Zimmerman said during a
conversation with Denchy
that she was not afraid of
the protesters on the base.

Schilling also said that
Zimmerman was serving
in Germany during the
Chernobyl nuclear disas-
ter and subsequent fallout.
Her family believes that
her health issues may have
been a result of this expo-
sure. Zimmerman is now
retired.

‘When her son was 4, she
was diagnosed with cancer
and survived a bone marrow
transplant. She experiences

balance and memory issues
issues and has suffered
from multiple TIA’s (tran-
sient 1schaemic attack),
“mini-strokes” caused by a
temporary disruption in the
blood supply to part of the
brain. Last July, she had a
stroke which placed her at
Ingraham Manor.

Zimmerman's  deco-
rations for her service
include the Army Service
Ribbon, the Army Superior
Unit Award, the Overseas
Service Ribbon, the Army
Good Conduct Medal and
Rifle Marksman. She is
also a four-time recipient
of the Army Achievement
Medal.

Child inmate 1solation halted at Manson
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anxiety, self-
harm and suicide — because
their brains are still develop-
ing and they lack adequate
coping mechanisms,” said

Assistant Attorney General
Kiristen Clarke of the Justice
Department’s Civil Rights
Division. “Placing a child in
an “adult facility’ does not
make children any less vul-
nerable to these risks.”
Nationally, more than
2,000 children each year
are held in jails and prisons
designed for adults, accord-
ing to Clarke. Too often, adult
facilities fail to provide chil-
dren with the age-appropriate
services and care essential to
development of the requisite

skills to become healthy and
productive adults, includ-
ing educational and mental
health services required by
law, she said.

In addition to phasing out
disciplinary isolation for chil-
dren, the agreement requires
Manson to conduct thorough
mental health assessments
and provide appropriate
treatment for children. The
agreement also  requires
Manson to provide adequate
special education services
for children with disabili-

ties, in accordance with the
Individuals with Disabiliti

Department of Correction

these reforms.”

Education Act (IDEA).

“We  commend the
Connecticut Department of
Correction for its commit-
ment to eliminate harmful
disciplinary isolation practic-

The agreement resolves the
department’s  investigation
of Manson under the Civil
Rights of Institutionalized
Persons  Act and the
Violent Crime Control and

es and adopt ppropriate
treatment and services for
children at Manson,” said
US. Attorney Vanessa
Roberts Avery for the District
of Connecticut. “We look
forward to our ongoing col-

Law E Act. In
December 2021, the depart-
ment notified Manson that
there is reasonable cause to
believe that conditions for
children at Manson vio-
late the Eighth and 14th
A

lat as the C

i and IDEA.
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Juice bar now open

Continued from Page 1
be open again.”

Newton said that, in the
coming months, customers
can look forward to seeing
more specials and coupon
deals.

Mayor Jeff Caggiano said
in a video interview with
Newton that many people

in Bristol had been asking
for more vegan options.
He came to congratulate
Newton along with members
of the Central Connecticut
Chambers of Commerce,
the city’s economic develop-
ment staff and city Councilor
Sue Tyler.

“If you haven't tried it

n Bristol

yet, you need to add Divine
Health Juice Bar LLC to
your list of places to try here
in Bristol,” said Caggiano.
Congratulations to owner
Damon and his staff on the
opening of their new busi-
ness here in Bristol. It was
an honor to be part of today’s
ribbon-cutting celebration.”

Guilty plea made in tax case

Continued from Page 1

500 individual clients
and approximately 50 to
60 businesses. For the
2015 through 2017 tax
years, in order to reduce
his personal income tax
liability, Legowski will-
fully underreported LCI's
gross receipts in LCD’s
computer bookkeep-
ing system by excluding

some customer payment
checks. He then filed

Spring Brook

Join our family
of satisfied customers!

860-225-6491

springbrookiceandfuel.com

CT HOD 0000322
CT Lic #385591

false personal income
tax returns that failed to
report a total of more than
$1.4 million in business
income, which resulted
in a loss to the IRS of
$499.,289.

For example, on his
2017 income tax return,
Legowskireported taxable
income of $56,060 and
a tax liability of $6,070,
and failed to report an
additional $496,808 in
business income, which

resulted in an income tax
deficiency of §178,581.

Dooley scheduled sen-
tencing for November 25,
at which time Legowski
faces a maximum term
of imprisonment of three
years. Legowski also has
agreed to cooperate with
the IRS to pay $499.289
in back taxes, as well as
penalties and interest.

Legowski is released on
a $50,000 bond pending
sentencing.

www.b

Bristol

— HEARING AIDS, LLC —

860-506-3720

Our goal is to listen to you, understand your
hearing loss, find a solution, and help you
lead an active and healthy life.

moicam 72 Pine St.,
ACCEPTED

Myranda Lombardi, BS, HIS

Suite B, Bristol
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FOR
BUSINESSES

GET IN TOUCH WITH US

ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE
SECOND FLOOR | CITY HALL
11 NORTH MAIN STREET | BRISTOL, CT 06010

860-584-6185 ecd@bristolct.gov bristolallheart.com

Monday-Thursday 8:00 am-4:30 pm | Friday 8:00 am-1:30 pm

CITY HALL DEPARTMENTS & HOURS

ASSESSORS OFFICE
First Floor | 860-584-6240

BUILDING DEPARTMENT
Second Floor | 860-584-6215

LAND USE
Second Floor | 860-584-6225

Monday-Thursday:

8:00am-4:00pm

M, W, Th:
8:30am-4:00pm

Monday-Thursday:

8:00am-4:30pm

Friday:
8:00am-1:30pm

Tuesday:
8:30am-5:30pm

Friday:
8:00am-1:30pm

Friday:
8:30am-12:30pm

PUBLIC WORKS
ADMINISTRATION
Second Floor | 860-584-6125

Monday-Thursday: Friday:
7:30am-4:30pm 7:30am-12:30pm

FIRE MARSHAL OFFICE
Second Floor | 860-584-7964

Monday-Thursday: Friday:
8:00am-4:30pm 8:00am-1:30pm

TAX OFFICE
First Floor | 860-584-6270

Monday-Thursday: Friday:
8:00am-4:30pm 8:00am-1:30pm

PBristol

7%1/%7:&”? 744/ 7&2%1;4% A

Helping Advance,Your Business Goals °
The Economic and Community Development department : r I St O I

for the City of Bristol serves as a friendly resource to help
businesses invest and expand.

CONNECTICUT
ﬁ//??‘ea/df'm
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ABOUT BRISTOL .
—— risto

CONNECT,
Bristol enjoys the important advantages of a central location close to several major w
metropolitan markets: New York and Boston each lie within 100 miles of Bristol, Hartford is
16 miles away,and New Haven is 25 miles south. Connecticut’s Interstate 84 is less than five miles
south of Bristol off CT Route 229. CT Route 72 through Bristol connects Interstate 84 with Interstate 91, providing
access to Fairfield County, New Haven County, and New York City to the south; Hartford County to the east;

and Springfield to the north. Pratt and Whitney, General Dynamics Electric Boat, Sikorsky, and other major
manufacturers are a short car ride‘away.

PUBLIC TRANSIT
CTtransit Service: Local,
Express, and CTfastrack 19%

GRAND LIST
Commercial/Industrial share
of Net Grand List.

TOP INDUSTRIES* TOTAL ACTIVE BUSINESSES:
3,824*

KEY EMPLOYERS
(Data from Municipalities, 2024)

INFORMATION
|

Employment Share of Industry
4,600 58%

(1 JIA

o Bristol Health

eAmazon

HEALTH CARE & SOCIAL ASSISTANCE
|

Employment Share of Industry

4,572 49%
OArthur G. Russell Co.

MANUFACTURING e Bauer Aerospace

|
Employment Share of Industry
3,154 28%

Current Population*

RETAIL TRADE 61,052

]
Employment Share of Industry
2,827 28% Total Active Businesses*

of 3,824
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
I

Employment Share of Industry Median Age*
1,898 55% 38

TOTAL JOBS ALL INDUSTRIES
25,361

P

% Median Home Value*
@ $235,700

*Source: 2024 Bristol, Connecticut Town Profile — AdvanceCT.com and CTData.com

AVAILABLE INCENTIVES

For more information about any of the below incentives along with application requirements for each, contact Justin
Malley, Executive Director of Economic & Community Development: justinmalley@bristolct.gov | 860-584-6187 or
visit the Bristol All Heartdwebsite: bristolallheart.com/incentives to learn how to apply.

r

\

LOAN PROGRAMS

FORGIVABLE REVOLVING LOAN FUND: For small business
growth to help create/retain jobs and to stimulate
commercial propery improvements. For businesses looking
to relocate to,Bristol or for existing Bristol businesses.

Visit bristolallheart.com/incentives to download the
guidelines and to begin the pre-qualification process.

J

\

TAX ABATEMENT PROGRAMS

TAX ABATEMENT FOR DEVELOPMENT IN THE ENTERPRISE
ZONE: To attract redevelopment, renewed investment, and
job opportunities to the downtown area.

URBAN JOBS PROGRAM: A five-year 80% tax abatement
program for manufacturers and distributors with'similar
eligibility requirements and benefits as the Enterprise Zone.

BIOSCIENCE ENTERPRISE CORRIDOR ZONE: For eligible
businesses engaged in bioscience, biotechnology;,
pharmaceutical or photonoics research, development
or production with no more than 300 employees at any
time during the preceding 12 months.

TAX INCREMENT FININCING (TIF): Tax increment financing
(TIF) is an economic development tool used to incentivize
private development, public infrastructure design/
construction, and more.

imonials and view videos on

ese incentives have helped Bristol
businesses achieve success, visit the FOR
BUSINESSES page of the Bristol All Heart

website: bristolallheart.com /.\./‘
and click on the "Made in l

Bristol" tab.
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Economic Development/Marketing/Grants/CDBG Report
September 2024
Downtown/West End Updates

e Centre Square:

o Wheeler Health has opened its headquarters on Hope Street. Approximately 160
employees are currently based in the building, with over 100 visitors each day.

o Carrier anticipates receiving a Certificate of Occupancy for Phase | Centre Square
Village on October 1. Construction of “Phase II” to begin in late 2024.

o Hope Street Parking Garage construction is expected to be complete in early
2025.

o Streetscape construction for North Main Street (in front of Centre Square Village,
McDonalds, and former Dunkin) is ongoing.

o The final parcel available for development must temporarily be used for parking
during the Hope Street Garage construction.

e Golden Years is preparing to open on Main Street in September 2024. The building at
118 Main Street will serve as headquarters for Golden Years’ home healthcare operation,
adult daycare, and a small café that will provide food for the agency’s programs as well
as take-away options for retail.

e Staff are working with Ironhorse Pub as it prepares to open at 150 Main Street this fall.

e Staff are working with the owner of Ventanas, a new Caribbean restaurant opening at the
former Better Half Brewing space on North Main Street in early fall.

e Staff anticipate a small pizza shop opening in the former Armed Services location that
fronts Laurel Street although a timeline is unknown at this time.

e An update on the J.H. Sessions project will be provided at the September ECD Board
meeting.

e Design for the Route 72 Streetscape is ongoing. To review, the first construction work
will take place on Park Street in 2025 and on Riverside Avenue in 2026

o Thﬁ Mum Festival is back downtown! Experience the excitement Sept. 27th, 28th, and
29™,

Development Outside Downtown

e Industrial Update:
o FORCE Automation and Hexi Corp. are working on details for their projects on
Lot #3 and Lot #6, respectively.
o Staff continue to work with potential suitors for the half-completed building on
Lot #2 that is for sale.
o A small, family-owned manufacturer from a nearby community is set to lease
approximately 30,000 square feet at 780 James P. Casey Road.
o After years of discussions, a small manufacturer from a nearby community is set
to purchase 492 Birch Street. More to come.
e Route 6:
o Divine Health, a fresh juice/smooth bar, is open at 724 Farmington Ave. next to
Benjamin Moore paint.
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o Urban Studios is open on North Main Street. Urban Studios is a locally owned
podcast and photography studio.

o Ocean State Job Lot has purchased the former Walmart Neighborhood Grocery
at 325 Oakland Street.

o A potential Asian food buffet style restaurant is opening in the Market32 plaza.
More to come soon.

o GF Fitness has opened for business at 1379 Farmington Ave.

o A Wing Stop location is planned for a retail space adjacent to Hobby Lobby.

o Construction on the ProHealth/car wash/fast casual restaurant project on Route 6
is well underway.

o ECD staff are working with the owner of an Indian Grocery Store that will
occupy the former Eblens space.

o Both gas stations are back under construction

e Jimmy’s on the River is quickly recovering from the flatbed truck driving into the
building and may reopen the week of Sept. 1.

e Staff continue to work with CTtransit to maximize bus service in Bristol while
potentially opening up development opportunities on CTDOT-owned properties.

e RecycleX is a bottle and can redemption facility preparing to open on Wooster Court.
RecycleX is partnering with Clynk, a company that will provide several bottle/can
redemption locations in the area. Customers use a special bag to drop off at the
redemption locations connected to user accounts. More information to come.

Business Incentives

Small Business Micro Grants
» ForkPlusBand Slingshot: Assisting with a renovation cost for 99 Main Street.
+ Urban Collab Studios: Assisted with a renovation including lighting and
soundproofing for a new podcasting studio.
» Pine Street Package Store: ECD is assisting with a Small Business Grant
application to help with the cost of new signage infrastructure and fence.

State of CT Urban Jobs Tax Abatement for Manufacturers
+  G&M Woodworking: This small manufacturing business is new to Bristol, with a
new lease at 210 Redstone Hill Road. G&M is applying for tax assistance via the
State-sponsored “Urban Jobs” tax abatement program.
» Bauer Inc.: Assisting on an application for tax relief on Bauer’s large addition
that opened Nov. 2022.

Downtown/West End/Forestville Facade Program

» ECD staff will present a recent grant approval for a group of buildings at 350
Riverside Ave.

» Positano Plumbing has completed its facade project.

» Future projects include Ironhorse Pub, Smith Cycles on Riverside Ave., and
more.

« We will directly market this project to Forestville Center property owners this
fall.
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Forgivable Revolving Loan
e A report will be provided for the September ECD board meeting. Two loans are
closed with several loans in process.

Marketing

Marketing and Public Relations Initiatives:
1) New Business Openings:
- A ribbon cutting/dedication ceremony was held on August 23" for Urban Studios and
August 29" for Divine Health Juice Bar
Upcoming for September:
- A ribbon cutting ceremony will be held for two homes on Gridley Street on Wednesday,
September 25th.

2) A New Business brochure has been developed to highlight business incentives, local
resources, and other ways in which the Economic & Community Development department
can assist new and existing businesses to thrive and succeed here in Bristol. This new
brochure mimics the recent update of the Visitor’s Guide and the newly-updated Bristol
All Heart website and will be used as a hand out when Justin and/or the Mayor visit
existing or new businesses to make them aware of what the City can do to assist them. See
draft layout in Communications.

3) Dawn N. will be representing the City of Bristol as a Board member of the Western CT
Tourism District to promote the All Heart City at the Big E on Thursday, September 26™
in the Connecticut Building along with The Bristol Bazaar who has been invited to
showcase their vendors’ products throughout the duration of the Big E from September
13" through September 29,

4) A video is being developed to create a “clearing house” to showcase the many
transformational ARPA projects that were funded by the City’s ARPA application process.
This video will be posted to social media channels as well as both the City’s website and
the Bristol All Heart website to make the community aware of how the City spent their
ARPA dollar allocation.

Grants Administration
Grants still Pending:

* Cybersecurity grant funded by the Connecticut DEMHS.

* EPA dollars via NVCOG for Brownfields Assessment grant -- 43 East Main Street
* 2023 Assistance to Firefighters Grant from FEMA.

* DEEP Recreation and Legacy Parks program — grant to update Rockwell Park.

CDBG Program Highlights
» CDBG Year 49 — CAPER due to HUD in the fall.

» CDBG Year 50 — Annual Action Plan verbally approved, waiting for official letter.
* 5-Year Consolidated Plan — Development of goals to begin in September.
« 2024 NAA Approved Program Proposals have been announced (see the following list):
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Organization

Bristol Boys & Girls Club
Association, Inc.

Bristol Historical Society
Greater Bristol Homes Co.

Human Resources Agency of
New Britain, Inc.

New England Carousel
Museum, Inc.

Nutmeg Symphony Orchestra

Prudence Crandall Center, Inc.

Prudence Crandall Center, Inc.

Shepard Meadows Equestrian
Center, Inc.

The Family Center, Inc.

United Way of West Central
Connecticut, Inc.

Bristol

2024 Approved Neighborhood Assistance Act Programs

Program Title

Pioneering Sustainability for
Tomorrow

BHS Energy Conservation
West End Phase 1

Lake Avenue Family Center Energy
Remodel

Carousel Museum Energy
Conservation Upgrades

Concert Series and Educational
Children's Concerts

Annual Appeal
Energy Conservation

Telecommunications/Intranet/Safety
and Security

Imagining Healthy Futures

Neighbors in Need

Credit

Percentage

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

60%

60%

100%

60%

100%

60%

Amount
Requested

$96.300

$150,000
$150,000

$75,000

$150,000

$64.460

$150,000
$42.,060

$75.000

$100,468

$125,000
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City of Bristol
Facade Improvement Program
APPLICATION

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete all items carefully. Construction work started before
project approval by the Economic & Community Development Board is not eligible for
reimbursement. Return completed application with all required documentation to
andrewarmstrong@bristolct.gov. If you have any questions regarding this application, call
Andrew Armstrong at 860-584-6185.

1. APPLICANT INFORMATION - Specify the contact person and address to which

the fagade improvement correspondence should be sent:

Name: | CES Properties, LLC

Mailing Address:
394 Riverside Ave Bristol CT 06010

Primary contact person:

Telephone: | (860)966-0588 Email: | Info@cesct.biz
Are you a: [ o ]Landlord [ ]Owner/Occupant [ | Tenant

Is applicant: Corporation [ ]Sole Proprietor Business
pp
E Partnership |:|N0n-Pr0ﬁt Organization

2. PROPERTY INFORMATION

Address of subject property: | 350 Riverside Ave Bristol CT 06010

Date building was constructed: | 1940

Number of floors: | Total square footage: | 10,700 sqft

Business tenants, uses and size/square footage (attach additional sheet if needed):

Tenant Name Type of Business Size/square footage

City of Bristol Fagade Improvement Program Application
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3. PROPERTY OWNERSHIP INFORMATION

Building owner’s name if different from applicant: [same

Building owner’s mailing address if different from applicant:

same

Building owner’s telephone: |same Email: |same

4. RENOVATION PROJECT INFORMATION - Please provide a detailed description
of the proposed renovation. Identify each component or category such as carpentry,
painting, masonry, awning, signage, lighting, architectural services, etc. Attach an
additional sheet if needed.

We would like to repair the holes in the side of the concrete and caulk all of the cracks.
Removed peeling paint so new paint will not peel after being painted

Sand rusted garage doors and doors and Prime the doors.

Paint the building grey and paint the window trims black. The building is 3 differant colors at
right now.

Color samples attached.

grey#1
https://samplize.com/products/dover-gray-ppg1001-5-12x12?nbt=nb%3Aadwords%3Ax%3A1
9545957836%3A%3A&nb_adtype=pla&nb_kwd&nb_ti&nb mi=122433858&nb_pc=online&nb
_pi=shopify_us_4921629212774 39757993181286&nb_ppi&nb_placement&nb_Ii_ms&nb_Ip
_ms&nb_fii&nb_ap&nb_mt&gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAADM-qkzz9IM2e5PL3i6g5eJJU-|d
e&gclid=Cj0KCQjw8MG1BhCoARISAHXSIQMCYUWSr_bZLEqp7nzWsIIMIE4AW5p2Ln5sn-dS
Y620ZbALN5CijDOaArDJEALW_wcB

Grey #2
https://samplize.com/products/whirlwind-ppg1013-3-12x12?nbt=nb%3Aadwords%3Ax%3A19
545957836%3A%3A&nb_adtype=pla&nb_kwd&nb_ti&nb mi=122433858&nb_pc=online&nb__
pi=shopify _us 4921563250790 39757268844646&nb_ppi&nb_placement&nb _|i_ms&nb_Ip
ms&nb_fii&nb_ap&nb_mt&gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAADM-qgkzz9IM2e5PL3i6g5eJJU-jde
&gclid=Cj0KCQjwBMG1BhCoARISAHXSIQncIXmgkzY7NY3TIONjVntKIjtCIvKc_IPXX-iV7PPfk
rxgXuvyt5gaAo8OEALw_wcB

Black
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Rust-Oleum-Stops-Rust-1-qt-Satin-Black-Interior-Exterior-Doo
r-Paint-Case-of-2-369383/325667468?source=shoppingads&locale=en-US&pla&mtc=SHOP
PING-BF-CDP-GGL-D24-024_015_INT_PAINT-NA-NA-NA-PMAX-NA-NA-NA-NA-NBR-NA-N
A-NEW-NA_ BHU24&cm_ mmc=SHOPPING-BF-CDP-GGL-D24-024 015 INT_PAINT-NA-NA
-NA-PMAX-NA-NA-NA-NA-NBR-NA-NA-NEW-NA_BHU24-71700000108183106--&gad_sour
ce=1&gbraid=0AAAAADQ61UchS1w6Speng1lXQyYxjPN4Sp&gclid=Cj0KCQjw8MG1BhCoAR
ISAHXSIQMYbjOcXgpRINSHVSFUV7HhORN3u4IAXOLVYkgPCuQnOTOc6gayAUaAhgeEALw
_wcBé&gclsrc=aw.ds

City of Bristol Fagade Improvement Program Application
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Estimated renovation cost: | $41,500.00

Proposed start date: 8/20/2024 Expected completion date: 8/30/2024

5. REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION: Please provide this information with your
application. The Economic & Community Development Board will review only those

application packages that are complete. (Checklist)

1. If you are a tenant, a letter from the landlord/property owner approving
the proposed renovation work.

2. Provide drawings/specifications for the improvement.

3. Sign design and specifications, if applicable.

4. Awning design and specifications, if applicable, including a fabric/color

sample. Two copies needed.

5. Painting plan, if applicable, and paint color samples. Two copies needed.

6. Provide a current photograph showing the front, side and rear facades of
the building.

The undersigned applicant(s) affirms that:

A . All information submitted in this application, and all documentation furnished in
its support, 1s true and accurate to the best of my/our knowledge.

B. I(we) agree to secure all applicable local and state permits and approvals prior to
commencing this renovation project.

C. I (we) have read and understand the Project Description for the Fagade Improvement
Program. I (we) agree to abide by all program conditions and rules.

D. I (we) agree to abide by all applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations
including Equal Employment Opportunity and non-discrimination regulations.

E. To the best of my (our) knowledge, the building proposed for improvement is not in
violation of any zoning or building codes and the property taxes are fully paid.

City of Bristol Fagade Improvement Program Application
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Signature of Appligant(s)

K~

Signature of Building Owner (if different from Applicant)

Date:

Date:

Date:

8/5/2024

City of Bristol Use Only

General Contractor for Project

Amount $

City of Bristol Fagade Improvement Program Application
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CITY OF BRISTOL
BOARD OF FINANCE AGENDA REQUEST FORM

To: Board of Finance Commissioners

From: Economic & Community Development
(Requesting Department)

Date: September 6, 2024

(Submission Date)

For the: Board of Finance Meeting Agenda
September 24, 2024

(Date of Meeting)

This request is for:
(Please check the type of request and list in whole dollar amounts)

O Additional Appropriation $

O Transfer from Contingency $

X  Transfer(s) $ 82,348.33
O Grant $

O Carry-over(s) $

O Other $

Approval:

This request was approved by the Economic and Community Development Board
at its Regular Meeting held on Thursday, September 5, 2024.

(Department Head’s signature) (Date)

All requests to appear on the Board of Finance meeting agenda for consideration must be
submitted to Jodi McGrane in the Comptroller’s Office by 10:00 a.m. Monday of the preceding
week of the meeting. Board of Finance Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers.
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Board of Finance Agenda Request Form

Reason for request:

The purpose of this transfer is to replenish the popular Facade Improvement Grant Program

account.

Transfer(s) complete the following:

From: Economic Dev. Expenses | To: | Facade Improvement Amount: | $75,000.00
1044109-589300 Grant Program
1044109-589335
From: Development Grant — To: | Facade Improvement Amount: $7,348.33
Ctr. Sq. Grant Program
1044109-589320 1044109-589335
From: To: Amount:
From: To: Amount:
From: To: Amount:
Grants:
Total Amount: Grant $
City Share $ %
Federal/State Share $ %
Carry-overs list the following:
Account Account Name Amount
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ARPA OBJECTIVES

Bristol WORKS! is a collaborative workforce development training center providing individuals with foundational skills,
certifications, and employability skills to pathway to advanced training programs and/or obtain employment.

Objective: To provide secure based training programs for unemployed or underemployed residents of Bristol.

Create four training programs that meet the identified needs of the greater Bristol business community. Currently
those needs are Manufacturing, Information Technology, Early Childhood Education, and Healthcare.

Design specific training for each sector in conjunction with area employers.

Develop and implement Employability Skills training for all applicants.

Timeline: Each program will have a different timeline based on specific industry programs.

Manufacturing - 9-12 month program - Nationally-recognized credential through MSSC

Healthcare - 15-week Medical Terminology & Occupations class - pathways to CT State

Early Childhood Education: 8-week program - Employment and/or advanced training in ECE

Information Technology - 24-hour program that prepares participants for the digital workforce and/or
advanced trainingin IT
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OUR PARTICIPANTS

Race Ethnicity Gender

7%

20%

4,9%

63%

24%

B White ®Black = Multi-Racial = Other W Hispanic ® Not Hispanic B Male ®Female

Income Levels
7%

Income categories are defined by the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program guidelines.

CDBG - Final Reporting
7/1/2023 —6/30/2024

20%

21%

M Extremely Low ® Low ® Moderate ® High
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TRAINING PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

3/2023 — Present

40
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25
20
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OUR SERVICE PARTICIPANTS

3/2023 —12/2023

700
600
500
400
300

188 186
200

81

Services Workshops Intakes

100

W # of Participants

Applications

601

Inquiries
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EMPLOYABILITY SERVICES

Employability
Skills

Job Application
Support

Difficult
Conversations

Soft Skills

Shadowing,
Internships

Re-Entry Job
Strategies

Resume Writing
Support

Agency
Referrals

Get a Job, Keep
the Job

Interviewing
Skills

Leadership

Networking

Communication
Skills

Mock Interviews

Teamwork




2023 PARTICIPANT OUTCOMES

HEALTHCARE

Medical Terminology & Occupations

Total Cohorts Total Participants Participants Participants Participants Pursuing
Participants Responsive to Employed Employed in Further Healthcare
Outreach Healthcare Training

36

Healthcare positions include: Certified Nurse Assistant, Patient Care Assistant, Dietary Aide, Patient Access Representative, Direct Support Professional, Companion,

Registration Technician, and Caretaker
Training programs include: Certified Nurse Assistant, Medical Assisting, Phlebotomy, EMT, Pharmacy Technician
Schools include: CT State - Tunxis, Academy of Medical Training, Lincoln Technical Institute, and Porter and Chester Institute.
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2023 PARTICIPANT OUTCOMES

MANUFACTURING

MSSC Certified Production Technician — CPT 4.0

Total Cohorts Total Participants Participants Participants Participants
Participants Responsive to Employed Employed in Pursuing Further
Outreach Manufacturing Manufacturing
Training

8 8 7 7 n/a

Manufacturing positions include: Quality Control Technician, Quality Assurance Trainee, Tool Setter, Quality
Control Inspector, Assembler, and Integration Technician.
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2023 PARTICIPANT OUTCOMES

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Early Childhood Education (Child Development Associate) - CDA

Total Cohorts Total Participants Participants Participants Participants

Participants Responsive to Employed Employed in Pursuing Further

Outreach Early Childhood | Early Childhood
ECE Facilities include: Bristol Child Development Center, Whiz Kids, Imagine Nation Learning Center,
Immanuel Lutheran, Bristol Head Start (HRA), YMCA New Britain

Training

Page 58



2023 PARTICIPANT OUTCOMES

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

IT Basics

Total Cohorts Total Participants Participants Participants Participants

Participants Responsive to Employed Employed in Pursuing Further

Outreach Information IT Training
IT position attained: Resident Technical Support Specialist

Technolog

Training programs pursued include: Bachelor's in computer science from Central Connecticut State University,
Bachelor’s in Computer Science from Herkimer College, and Bristol WORKS! Advanced IT Training: Test Out PC Pro.
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EMPLOYABILITY DATA — TRAINING PARTICIPANTS

Work Status
70 m Working Previously — m Working Now Industry Previously — mIndustry Now
60 58
50
40
30

20

10

2023

3/2023 — 6/2024
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WHO'S HIRING OUR [EJRRRIN[]TICT| PARTICIPANTS?
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WORKFORCE SUCCESSES

Healthcare Successes:

Husband and wife moved to Bristol from Texas to help their daughter who has two kids and was due with her third baby. Husband, wife, and daughter
were not working. They all enrolled in the Bristol WORKS! Healthcare Classes and we worked with them to make sure they attended different sessions so
there was always someone to watch the children. All three finished the Medical Terminology Healthcare program but before the program ended, the
husband and wife were hired by BARC. The daughter was hired just recently at CT Children’s Hospital. The husband is now enrolled in advanced training.

Isabelle landed a job with Companions & Homemakers.

James, Monica, and Taneisha were employed almost immediately at BARC.
Stefany is now thriving as a General Support Associate in the OR at Bristol Hospital.
Kelly landed a great position with Hartford Healthcare!

Lainey is now employed at Bristol Hospital as an ER Registration Technician.
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WORKFORCE SUCCESSES

Manufacturing Successes:

Manuel and his daughter, Ashley, enrolled at Bristol WORKS!. Manuel worked in manufacturing for years but not getting pay increases. Daughter was
high school graduate, unemployed, and unsure about college. Father is almost done with Bristol WORKS! Manufacturing Program. He just took a higher-
paid position at a different manufacturer who is paying him more due to his manufacturing certifications. Daughter finished the BristolWORKS!
Manufacturing Program, acquired a job at a local manufacturer, is being groomed for a higher position at that company, and has enrolled at CCSU for the
fall in engineering. Brother was high school graduate, unemployed, and unsure of future. Joined BristolWORKS! and is now working at same
manufacturer as his sister and attending our Manufacturing Program.

Bobby is a single mother of two boys, receives housing through Bristol Housing Authority and was working at Dollar General. She enrolled in our
Manufacturing Program, is almost finished with her program, visited Lee Spring for a day through our connections, and was hired. She continues to do
well, and her ultimate goal is to move her children out of public housing.

Jason worked for many years at ESPN but had recently been laid off. Unsure of what to do but knowing that he needed a job, Jason enrolled at
BristolWORKS! in our Manufacturing Program. Within a couple weeks, Jason found a great position working in a field he loved. Jason is completing his

program this month and hopes to stay with this company for years.

Hunter was a high school graduate, taking community college classes, but unsure of what he wanted to do next. Hunter enrolled in our program,
received his CPT 4.0 certification, and gained employment at Acme Monaco where he works as a Quality Inspector.
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WORKFORCE SUCCESSES

Early Childhood Education Successes:

A number of our ECE participants were working in the ECE field; however, in many cases, they needed additional credits and training to be able
to promote or get pay increases. While each program has their own salary scale, our local partner programs have increased their staff’s pay
when they completed certain stepping stones, like the class completion, CDA attainment, credits, associates, bachelors, etc. These increase
range from $0.50 - $1.00 per hour.

Our program is supporting our partners as state-funded programs must have what's called a Qualified Staff Member (QSM) assigned to every
classroom. Our pathway to the CDA credential is a starting point that helps move teachers up the education and career ladder.

IT Successes:

Our IT program provides our participants with IT basics and prepares them for the 2024 digital workforce, as well as pathways them to a career
in Information Technology. One of our participants was unsure of what to do after high school. He took our IT program and then decided to
attend a four-year college in NY for Information Technology. Additionally, we have approximately 8 participants who are currently preparing to
take the CompTIA A+ exam which is a credential that is highly recognized in the IT field and one that can potentially open employment doors
into the IT field.
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SOME OF OUR PARTNERS

Academy of Medical Training

Acme Monaco

Al Staffing

Alzheimer’s Association

American Job Center

Athena Healthcare Systems
Atlantic Precision Spring, Inc.
Baumer Ltd.

Bristol Adult Education

Bristol Adult Resource Center (BARC)
Bristol Child Development Center
Bristol Early Childhood Alliance & School
Readiness Council

Bristol Health

Bristol Housing Authority

Bristol Public Schools

CCARC

Central CT Chambers of Commerce
City of Bristol

Clark Dietrich

cocCcC

Collinvsville Bank

Connex Markets

Connstep

Conntac EOC

CT Center for Nursing Workforce, Inc.

CT Small Business Development Ctr.
CT Spring and Stamping

CT State - Tunxis

CT Wealth Management Company
CTC Tools

DACRUZ Mfg.

Diabetes with Dave Oliver
ebm-papst

Farmington Continuing Education
Farmington High School

Hartford Courant Media Group
Home Instead

Hospital for Special Care
Hypertherm Ventures

Imagine Nation

Immanuel Lutheran School

Kelly Services

KindCare

LAB Security Systems

Lee Spring

Life Family Chiropractic
Lighthouse Professional

Little Scholars Learning Academy
M.R. Homecare

M & T Bank

MaidOrganic

Main Street Community Foundation
Minuteman Press - Hartford

NESMA

NW Regional Workforce Investment Board
ReadyCT

Reed & Stefanow Machine Tool Co. Inc.
Susee Biz Solution, LLC

Talem Home Care

The Arthur G Russell Company (AGR)
The Boyer Group, LLC

The Pines at Bristol

Thomaston Savings Bank

Torrington Savings Bank

Trumpf

Ultimate Wireforms

United Way of West Central CT

Whiz Kids

Wholeness Acupuncture Center
YMCA - New Britain

and many more..... Page 65






93risto/WORKSI

A Collaborative Workforce Development Training Program

VISIT:
430 North Main Street, Bristol, CT

WEBSITE:
https://bristolworksct.org

FOLLOW:
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/bristolworksct/
LINKEDIN: www.linkedin.com/company/bristolworksct/
INSTAGRAM: www.instagram.com/bristolworksct/

EMAIL:
k.holley@bristolworksct.org

CALL:
860-634-5333
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