
City of Bristol
Board of Park Commissioners

INFORMATION TO ACCESS MEETING
https://bristolct-

gov.zoom.us/j/85462119103?pwd=1sk3e5VzSsAoNUaxUPsABht4MayK6c.1

The Board of Park Commissioners/Tree Hearing meeting will be held on Monday, November 
25, 2024, at 5:00 PM. in City Hall Meeting Room 2-2 (Second Floor), 111 North Main Street, 
Bristol, CT 06010.

                                                                  AGENDA

 

1. Call to Order

Raymond Rogozinski, P.E., City of Bristol Tree Warden, called the meeting to order at 5:01 P.M.

This is a hearing regarding the property identified as Page Park.

Members Present: Raymond Rogozinski, P.E., City of Bristol Tree Warden
Sarah Larson, Deputy Superintendent of Parks and 
Recreation, Youth and Community Services
Douglas Trillo, Parks and Recreation Tree Warden
Jonathan Tunsky, Landscape Architect from Weston & 
Sampson

Absent:

2. Presentation of Request to Remove Trees

Jonathan Tunsky, Project Manager of Weston & Sampson, 712 Brook St. Suite 103 Rocky Hill, 
CT 06067, the design firm working on the Page Park Revitalization Project. The Page Park 
Revitalization Project has been approved through Inland/Wetlands and Planning and Zoning 
Commissions. The tree removal process came up during the Inland/Wetlands meeting. The 
commission asked what efforts were made to preserve the existing trees? In an effort to 
preserve the existing trees, the park improvements are concentrated in previously developed 
areas or maintained lawns. This allowed us to maintain as much of the tree canopy as possible 
with under storage vegetation as possible. An estimated three (3) acres of the disturbed area 
will be seeded with an upland seed mix and that will be allowed to return to a successful forest. 
Also, an estimated two (2) acres of the disturbed area will be mowed yearly, similarly to the 
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sledding hill. It has been estimated that within 25 years,  the 158 new trees planted will provide 
a tree cover for almost 2 acres of the park. It has been estimated that approximately 175 trees 
are posted for removal. As part of the Page Park Revitalization, Weston and Sampson is aiding 
the Bristol Parks and Recreation, Youth and Community Services in making the park more 
accessible for the public, including additional walkways and trails, improvements to the pond, 
additional restrooms, parking and more.

Raymond Rogozinski, P.E. stated for the record that the trees were posted within the state 
statue which was 10 days prior to this hearing. 
Deputy Superintendent Sarah Larson, stated for the record that the trees were posted 10 days 
prior to November 17, 2024.

3. Information of Health of Trees

Raymond Rogozinski, P.E. stated that he did have the opportunity to review the health of the 
trees. The main reason for the removal of the trees is for the proposed work of the Revitalization 
Project. 

Mr. Tunsky, from Weston & Samspon, agreed with Mr. Rogozinski. Mr. Tunsky stated that 
everyone is trying to minimize as much removal as possible. Himself, Superintendent Josh 
Mederios and Deputy Superintendent Sarah Larson conducted a site walk with the surveyor 
who marked out the limit of work. During the site walk, each tree was examined and made 
assessments based on the health, longevity, and potential of the tree. If it was within the work 
improvement area, then it would be removed because of the proposed conditions.

4. Tree Removal Mitigation Measures/Tree Planting Plan

Jonathan Tunsky, from Weston & Samspon,presented the Mitigation Measures. Mr.Tunksy 
stated they are planting about 158 new trees. They are establishing seed measures that will 
provide a successful forest in the park that will not need to be maintained and will have the 
ability to grow freely. There will be a diverse pallet of tree species in the park with the proposed 
improvements. 
In the proposed plan there are some trees that are being protected. There is a 4 ft. orange fence 
that will be installed and the drip line, and the contractor will not be allowed to enter those drip 
lining areas.
This is not a 1.1 mitigation. After surveying the area, Mr. Tunsky stated that they were trying to 
get as close to a 1.1 mitigation as possible. The new trees that will be planted are going to 
provide more of a canopy than the existing trees marked for removal. 
Deputy Superintendent Larson stated that some of the trees that are marked for removal are 
Pole Timber sized, or a smaller than mature tree. The newly planted trees will be spaced out 
enough to ensure that they will reach maturity. In addition, some of the 175 trees marked for 
removal are dead and or dying. 

5. Public Participation

Raymond Rogozinski, P.E., Tree Warden, stated that this is the public participation portion of 
the hearing. He asks that you identify yourself and present any concern associated with the tree 
removal. 

Erica Zahina, of 108 Moody St. Bristol, CT, asked for clarification about the existing canopy and 
the canopy of the newly planted trees?



Jonathan Tunksky stated the canopy is within a woodland area right now and the canopy is 
developed more for an upper forest area. With the proposed trees, many are going to be 
planted in the park space to be used more for shade. They will be allowing space between 
those trees in order to grow into a full canopy and provide more coverage. 

Erica Zahina, of 108 Moody St. Bristol, CT, asked how many healthy trees are going to be 
removed?

Jonathan Tunksky stated he did not have an exact break-down, but about 10% of the trees are 
in poor condition. 

Erica Zahina, of 108 Moody St. Bristol, CT, asked if there is any way to relocate the trees at all? 

Jonathan Tunksky stated that the majority of the trees to be removed are mature. It would not 
be recommended to be relocated.

Deputy Superintendent Larson stated that our Landscape Gardener had gone through the work 
area and removed some of the sapling trees to be replanted in other city parks.

Erica Zahina, of 108 Moody St. Bristol, CT, asked if the 158 trees being planted are young 
trees? 

Jonathan Tunksky stated that the trees will be nursery grown. They will be an estimated 10 ft. 
tall, depending on the species. These trees will be root balled with burlap and able to be planted 
by the contractor. 

Erica Zahina, of 108 Moody St. Bristol, CT, asked if there was anything to be done with regard 
to drainage with the trees being removed? 

Jonathan Tunksky stated there will be additional storm drainage and infiltration on site. They are 
utilizing some low impact design concepts where they can. Slopes that are greater than a 3:1 
slope will be reinforced with erosion control until the succession areas are established to tie in 
the soil.

 Deputy Superintendent Larson stated that a number of the trees that are being removed will be 
replaced with swales. Currently, there is a lack of erosion prevention in the park which has led 
to a significant flooding and exposed roots which would damage other surrounding trees. This 
will help bio-infiltate the water and prevent water runoff that might impact the other trees in that 
forested area. 

Erica Zahina, of 108 Moody St. Bristol, CT, asked if there was anything being done to add soil?

Jonathan Tunksky stated they had taken topsoil samples, and it would be reused and tested for 
its PH balance and nutrient levels. 

Erica Zahina, of 108 Moody St. Bristol, CT, asked who will be watering the new trees? 

Jonathan Tunksky stated they have a 1-year warranty on any tree planting. They will do a punch list 
at the time of planting. Any trees that are dead or declining will be replaced and any trees that 
happen to die or are failing will be replaced within that year. Irrigation will be part of Phase 2. 

Erica Zahina, of 108 Moody St. Bristol, CT asked if the funding for Fiscal Year 2025 was 



approved? 

Deputy Superintendent Larson stated that there is about $10 Million in funding as of Fiscal Year 
2025. The parks department did ask for additional money for Fiscal Year 2025 and the city 
chose not to fund that capital improvement request. 

Erica Zahina, of 108 Moody St. Bristol, CT asked if there was a plan for water after the 1-year 
warranty?

Deputy Superintendent Larson stated that we do have a landscape gardener, and he will assess 
the needs of the trees following the 1-year warranty. 

Erica Zahina, of 108 Moody St. Bristol, CT asked where the water was going to come from to 
water these new trees? 

Deputy Superintendent Larson stated that the department uses a water buffalo, which is a tank 
that is filled with water and brought to different sites as needed. 

Erica Zahina, of 108 Moody St. Bristol, CT asked if there was any concern about the trees 
becoming burned by the amount of sunlight? 

Deputy Superintendent Larson stated that the trees typically grown in nurseries are grown in full 
sun conditions.

6. Adjournment

Hearing adjourned at 5:36 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted, 
Aubrey Minkler
Recording Secretary
Board of Parks Commission
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