
 

 
 

City of Bristol 
Economic and Community Development Board 

INFORMATION TO ACCESS THIS MEETING 
https://bristolct-

gov.zoom.us/j/88677210794?pwd=M2xlTXBOVlRsSDROR1VlSmtnbmdudz09 
  

Meeting ID: 886 7721 0794 
Passcode: 379107 

 
  

 

 
 
The regular ECD Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, April 3, 2025, at 5:00pm in Council 
Chambers, City Hall, 111 North Main Street, Bristol, CT. 
  

I. Call to Order 

II. Public Participation 

III. Approval of Minutes 

 A. Minutes of the March 6, 2025 Regular Meeting 

IV. Consent Agenda 

 A. Communications 

 B. Economic Development/Grants/Marketing Report 

V. New Business 

 A. 273 Riverside Ave. and Downtown Update 

 B. 894 Middle St. and Industrial Update 

 C. Forestville Update 

 D. Manufacturer Visits 

 E. CDBG Conflict of Interest Statement 

VI. New Business By Commissioners 
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VII. Old Business by Commissioners 

VIII. Committee Reports 

 A. City Council Member Report 

IX. Adjournment  
 
 
PER ORDER OF THE CHAIRPERSON 
 
Jeff Caggiano 
Mayor 
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ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 6, 2025 5:00pm 

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 111 N. Main Street and on Zoom 
 

 
ATTENDEES:                     Mayor Caggiano, Commissioner Schmelder (Zoom), Council Member 

Dickau, Commissioners Provenzano, Goldwasser, Hick, Cowdell, and 

Kearney- Gonzales 

 
ABSENT:                            Commissioner Mills 

 

 

STAFF PRESENT:              Justin Malley - Executive Director, Dr. Dawn Leger - Grants Administrator, Dawn 
    Nielsen - Marketing & Public Relations Specialist, and David Sgro – Housing &  
    Project Director (Zoom) 

 

 

GUESTS:                            Jimmy Driscoll - Jimmy’s on the River 
    JR Rusgrove – Pure Foods 
    Patrick Carrier – Principal, Carrier Group 
    Brian Zadrozny – President, BFZ Electric 
    Brian Kelley, Nadia Baz, and Rachel Rosa – WORX Branding 
    Charlie Talmadge – Principal, Development Planning Solutions 
    Gino Carrier – President, Carrier Construction 
    Attorney Tim Furey – Furey, Donovan, Cooney & Dyer 
    Mike Goman – Principal, Goman + York 
    Attorneys Tom Conlin and Jeffrey Steeg – Corp Council, City of Bristol 
     

 

I.   Call to Order 
Mayor Caggiano called the meeting to order at 5:00pm, and lead everyone in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. A quorum was present. Board Members and ECD Staff introduced themselves.  

 
  II.       Public Participation 

          Jimmy Driscoll, 19 Knob Hill Lane, owner of Jimmy’s on the River, thanked the Board for the 
grant provided to the business. The grant allowed for improvements to the property. 

 
JR Rusgrove, Pure Foods, also thanked the Board for the funding approval for their new location 
at 10 Centre Square. He thanked the Board for their overall support of so many projects in the 
city. Mr. Rusgrove said additional new hires have already being brought on with growth at the 
new location already presenting itself. 
 
Justin Malley spoke on Mr. Rusgrove’s behalf regarding a modification request to the guidelines 
of the Revolving Loan Program funding awarded to Pure Foods. The program states that a 
downtown restaurant needs to remain open until 8:00pm. Mr. Rusgrove shared that 
economically, they’re prepared to stay open until 8:00pm in the spring and summer, but they’re 
requesting a modification for fall and winter. 
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Commissioner Goldwasser expressed his support for the request, and put forth the motion to 
approve the modified hours for Pure Foods as stated. Justin Malley clarified that the guideline in 
question only addresses hours of operation, not a certain number of days, or times of the year. 
Commissioner Provenzano seconded the motion. There was no further comment or discussion, 
all were in favor, and the motion to approve the modified hours was accepted into the record. 
 
At this time, Mayor Caggiano called for a motion to move Agenda item V. New Business, A. 
Industrial Update up in the agenda. Commissioner Goldwasser made the motion which was 
seconded by Commissioner Provenzano. All were in favor, and the agenda item was moved up 
for immediate discussion. 
 

V.       New Business 
A.     Industrial Update 
Patrick Carrier spoke to the proposed use of property that includes land at the park and 
neighboring land owned by Mr. Damaris. The proposed project will provide flex space for 
growing companies, such as electricians, plumbers, or painters. Each building will be 2,000 
square feet and can be set up to meet the business’ needs. There will be no outside storage, and 
each building will be managed by the Carrier Group as the sole owner. 
 
Brian Zadrozny spoke to the Board regarding his planned move to one of the buildings proposed 
by the Carrier Group. His business, BFZ Electric, began in his home, with some moves that 
required larger spaces as the company grew. They plan to utilize the 15,000 square foot space at 
the front of this proposed project as they’ve outgrown their latest location. 
 
Discussion of BFZ Electric followed, including the prefabrication of pieces in the shop which 
allows for greater efficiency when on the job site. The prefabrication shop also provides training 
for young people, including many Bristol residents who later become electricians.  
 
This presentation was an introduction of the project and is not yet ready for a vote. In time, this 
will come before the ECD Industrial Committee and then the ECD Board for approvals. 
 
Mayor Caggiano called for a motion to move Agenda item V. New Business, B. Marketing 
Report up in the meeting. Commissioner Provenzano made the motion which was seconded by 
Commissioner Hick. All were in favor and the agenda item was moved up for discussion. 
 

V.       New Business 
 
B.     Marketing Report 
Representatives from WORX Branding spoke about the marketing survey they conducted as 
commissioned by ECD Staff. The survey contained 26 questions and yielded 238 participants 
over a two-and-a-half-month period. The age range included those 24- to 34-years-old, 
representing a variety of life stages. The goal of the survey was to identify deciding factors for 
those in this demographic, and use that information to more efficiently market Bristol as a 
desirable place to live, work, and set down roots. 

 
 WORX presented information including survey details and results, and the lifestyle personas, or 
 characters, they created based on the data they gathered to best represent the various needs 
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 that were identified. Some next steps for marketing were also provided, including the use of 
 specific online sites that are highly used by this group. 
 
 Some key takeaways include that this demographic is savvy, driven by information and fact-
 based data. They do their research, and personal references hold value for them. An active, 
 culturally interesting social life is desired, with a huge desire to have a meaningful social 
 network. Safe schools with good school ratings are also key. 
 
 Note: Detailed presentation materials are included as the last pages of the in the IV. Consent 
 Agenda, A. Communications portion of this meeting’s agenda packet found in CivicClerk:  
 https://bristolct.portal.civicclerk.com 
 

At this time the mayor called for a motion to move into Executive Session. The motion was 
made by Commissioner Hick, and was seconded by Commissioner Provenzano. All were in favor, 
and the Board moved into Executive Session at 5:49PM. Commissioner Schmelder excused 
himself.  

 
IX.     Executive Session 
 

A. 894 Middle Street Proposal 
Mayor Caggiano called for a motion to come out of Executive Session. Commissioner Hick made 
the motion which was seconded by Commissioner Provenzano. All were in favor, and the Board 
came out of Executive Session and returned to the Regular Meeting at 6:32PM. 
 
The mayor verified that no votes were taken during Executive Session. He also asked 
Commissioner Goldwasser to make a motion to waive the reading of the written motion due to 
the length of it, with confirmation that all the Board Members had previously read it. 
Commissioner Goldwasser put the motion forward, noting that the agreed upon purchase price 
of $625,000.00 needed to be added to the motion for the record. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Kearney- Gonzales. All were in favor, and the reading of the motion was waived.  
 
The motion read as follows: 
 
Motion 
Motion to authorize Mayor Jeffrey Caggiano, or Acting Mayor, to execute a Purchase and Sale Agreement 
and to complete the property transaction, subject to the approval of Corporation Counsel, with Carrier 
Construction Inc. or its assigns for the sale of 894 Middle Street Lot 17, 17-3, 17-4-1 as recorded on the A-2 
Survey Map known as Property/Boundary Topographic Survey 894 Middle Street by Civil 1 for the purchase 
price of $625,000.00 for purposes of the construction of an industrial development that includes 
approximately seven (7) buildings and approximately 25-46 tenant spaces to accommodate tenant 
companies including but not limited to manufacturers, contractors, and similar uses allowed by the Bristol 
Zoning Regulations.  
 
Further, pending the legal acquisition of 894 Middle Street Lot 17, 17-3, 17-4-1 by Carrier Construction, 
Inc. or its assigns for purposes of converting the subject properties to an industrial development that 
includes approximately seven (7) building and approximately 25-46 tenant spaces, to approve the 
following tax abatement schedule for Phase I the properties known as 894 Middle Street Lot 17, 17-3, 17-
41: 
 

Page 5

https://bristolct.portal.civicclerk.com/


 

 

• Construction Year #1 (period to begin following property closing): 100% real property abatement on 
the value of property improvements 

• Construction Year #2: 100% real property abatement on the value of property improvements 

• Year #1 (period to begin following issuance of a certificate of occupancy for Phase I): 100% real 
property abatement attributable to the value of improvements 

• Year #2: 100% real property abatement 

• Year #3: 50% real property abatement 

• Year #4: 40% real property abatement 

• Year #5: 30% real property abatement 

• Year #6: 20% real property abatement 

• Year #7: 10% real property abatement 
 
Further, pending the legal acquisition of 894 Middle Street Lot 17, 17-3, 17-4-1 by Carrier Construction, 
Inc. or its assigns for purposes of converting the subject properties to an industrial development that 
includes approximately seven (7) building and approximately 25-46 tenant spaces, to approve the 
following tax abatement schedule for Phase II of the properties known as 894 Middle Street Lot 17, 17-3, 
17-41: 
 

• Construction Year #1 (period to begin following the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy for Phase I 
of the project): 100% real property abatement on the value of property improvements 

• Construction Year #2: 100% real property abatement on the value of property improvements 

• Year #1 (period to begin following issuance of a certificate of occupancy for Phase II): 100% real 
property abatement attributable to the value of property improvements 

• Year #2: 100% real property abatement 

• Year #3: 50% real property abatement 

• Year #4: 40% real property abatement 

• Year #5: 30% real property abatement 

• Year #6: 20% real property abatement 

• Year #7: 10% real property abatement 
 

I further move that this matter be referred to the City Council, Planning Commission for completion of a 
C.G.S. 8-24 Report, and to the City Council Real Estate Committee for completion of a C.G.S. 7-163e Public 
Hearing for the sale of municipally owned property.   

 

The mayor then called for a motion to move to contract. Commissioner Goldwasser made the 
motion, and it was seconded by Commissioner Cowdell. There were no further questions or 
comments. All were in favor and the motion was accepted into the record.  
 
Charlie Talmadge thanked the Board for this approval and welcome the partnership to develop 
the 894 Middle Street property.  

 

III. Approval of Minutes 
A. Minutes of the February 6, 2025 Regular Meeting 
Commissioner Provenzano put forth the motion to approve the Minutes of the February 6, 2025 
meeting. This motion was seconded by Commissioner Hick. All were in favor, and the Minutes 
were accepted into the record. 
 

IV.      Consent Agenda 
A. Communications 
B. Economic Development/Grants/Marketing Report 
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Commissioner Goldwasser put forth the motion to approve the Consent Agenda. This was 
seconded by Commissioner Provenzano. All were in favor, and the Consent Agenda was 
accepted into the record. 
 

V.       New Business 
 
C. BOF Transfer Request 
Justin Malley advised the Board that the BOF Transfer item was not needed after all as the ECD 
staff had resolved the item internally. 
 
D.    Incentives Discussion 
Justin Malley reported to the Board that a new business was seeking a grant for a space that had 
received a grant award under a previous business occupant. Discussion followed, including best 
practices with regards to grant payback time frames and the need to set project guidelines for 
any additional awarded funds. The Façade Grant remains an option in these cases as well. 
 

VI.       New Business by Commissioners 
            There was no New Business by Commissioners. 
 
VII.      Old Business by Commissioners 

Commissioner Goldwasser asked about the Pine Street encampment area. Mayor Caggiano 
advised he had spoken with the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services which has 
a $58.5 million dollar grant for the purpose of assisting the unhoused population. The state is 
arranging for contracts with programs like Journey Home, but it will take some time before the 
impact is visible. The mayor also advised the Board that the city completed city property clean 
up work in that area.  
 

VIII.      Committee Reports 
A. CDBG Policy Committee 
The Board was advised that the CDBG Policy Committee Meeting scheduled for Monday, March 
10th will be rescheduled. This is part due to HUD net yet releasing the amount of the funds that 
Bristol will be rewarded. Mayor Caggiano reminded the Board that the announcement of last 
year’s funds was delayed a couple months as well. 
 
Commissioner Provenzano updated the Board on the Public Hearing at which CDBG Grant 
applicants spoke regarding their applications and their programs, and answered questions from 
the CDBG Policy Committee. Commissioner Hick expressed concern about the growing elderly 
homeless population that many applicants reported to the Committee. 

 
B. City Council Member Report 
There was no City Council Member Report. 
 
As a closing item, Justin Malley shared that 18 Main Street has been purchased by Max Kathari, 
owner of Express Kitchens. The location will be primarily distribution with manufacturing. There 
will also be a high-tech retail outlet, mainly for subcontractors. This purchase allows for the 
business to move their New Jersey operations to Bristol. There will be job opportunities with 
this purchase. Justin advised that Mr. Kathari is very community oriented.  
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  X.   Adjournment 

             The mayor called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Goldwasser made the 
 motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Hick. All were in favor and the meeting 
 adjourned at 6:53pm 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Sharon Arsego 

Recording Secretary 
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Barnes Group sells sprawling Bristol manufacturing campus to Hartford... https://www.hartfordbusiness.com/article/barnes-group-sells-sprawling-b...
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The Hartford Courant 

Saturday, March 9, 2025 

 

Kitchen remodeling company ‘growing, growing, 
growing’ plans for new CT distribution center 

 
The former Associated Spring building at 18 Main St. in Bristol. Express Kitchens/New Direct Cabinets 
have purchased the 275,000-square-foot building with plans to tranform it into a manufacturing, office and 
distribution hub with a retail component. (Courtesy of City of Bristol) 

 

By STEPHEN UNDERWOOD | sunderwood@courant.com | Hartford Courant 
UPDATED: March 9, 2025 at 6:01 AM EST 
 

New Direct Cabinets/Express Kitchens, a popular supplier of kitchen cabinets, countertops and 
components for kitchen remodeling, has announced plans for a 275,000-square-foot distribution 
hub with high-tech manufacturing and corporate offices in Bristol. 
The company announced on Friday it has completed the purchase of 18 Main St., the former 
home of Associated Spring, with plans to transform the property into its main distribution hub 
and office building. The company’s CEO cited Bristol’s recent downtown growth for its decision to 
purchase the property. 
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Express Kitchens, along with its sister company New Direct Cabinets, has more than 17 retail 
locations throughout Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York and New Jersey. It is well-known for 
its popular advertising commercials with the slogan “growing, growing, growing.” 

New Direct Cabinets said they have plans to relocate distribution and manufacturing operations 
from New Jersey and elsewhere in Connecticut, and the 14.63-acre downtown site will also host a 
factory outlet available for customers to visit as a retail experience, the company said in a press 
release. 

“To manage Express Kitchens’ growth, it is necessary to consolidate operations while allowing for 
future expansion. The facilities at 18 Main St. are ideal, and when we visited downtown Bristol, 
observed new development in the area and met community leadership, we knew that Bristol was 
the ideal home for New Direct Cabinets/Express Kitchens,” said Max Kothari, founder and CEO of 
Express Kitchens. 

New Direct Cabinets said they anticipate employing approximately 50 people as operations begin 
in Bristol. Employees will work in distribution, manufacturing, retail and corporate functions in 
Bristol, the company said. In addition to serving its retail locations, Express Kitchens supplies 
cabinets for the country’s largest residential property developers such Toll Brothers and Winn 
Management, as well as Home Depot. 

“We are grateful for the confidence the Barnes Family has shown, and more importantly we are 
proud to continue the Bristol community’s long history of hard work and spirit of 
entrepreneurship,” Kothari said. “Express Kitchens is glad to be one of the first companies to 
answer Governor (Ned) Lamont’s supply chain initiative of onshoring manufacturing and job 
creation.” 

Bristol’s downtown is also quickly being transformed with the newly built Centre Square 
Village luxury apartments bringing new businesses to fill in formerly vacant buildings. Bristol 
Mayor Jeff Caggiano is excited about the possibility of bringing more people to the city and 
spurring economic development. 
 
“It is exciting to watch one of Bristol’s iconic manufacturing properties being re-energized by a 
‘growing, growing, growing’ company that will make its new home in Bristol, Connecticut,” 
Caggiano said. “The city is happy to see that this building will continue to be used for distribution, 
manufacturing and knowing that it has a potential retail option bringing more people to work and 
shop in downtown Bristol.” 

Stephen Underwood can be reached at sunderwood@courant.com. 
Originally Published: March 9, 2025 at 6:00 AM EST 
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The former Associated Spring complex located at the corner of Main
Street and Memorial Boulevard in Bristol | Dawn Nielsen

POSTED BY: LAURA BAILEY  MARCH 10, 2025

by Laura Bailey

New Direct Cabinets, the parent company of Express
Kitchens, will relocate its distribution and manufacturing
operations from New Jersey and other parts of Connecticut
to the 14.63-acre downtown property. Additionally, the site
will house a factory outlet, providing a unique retail
experience for customers to explore the company’s products.

The City of Bristol announced, on March 7, the purchase by
New Direct Cabinets of the 275,000-square-foot one-story
manufacturing building as well as a 58,805-square-foot,
four-story office and warehouse building at the former
Associated Spring facility located at 18 Main St.

“To manage Express Kitchens’ growth, it is necessary to
consolidate operations while allowing for future expansion,”
said Max Kothari, founder and CEO of Express Kitchens. “The
facilities at 18 Main St. are ideal, and when we visited
downtown Bristol, observed new development in the area
and met community leadership, we knew that Bristol was the
ideal home for New Direct Cabinets/Express Kitchens.” 
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Max Kothari and Tom Barnes review and discuss potential historical items,
which will be displayed in the lobby of the building, to pay tribute to the
history of the Associated Spring building. | Dawn Nielsen

The move to Bristol is expected to create approximately 50
new jobs, with plans for further growth in the future.
Employees will be involved in distribution, manufacturing,
retail, and corporate functions. In addition to its own retail
locations, Express Kitchens supplies cabinets to major
residential property developers, including Toll Brothers and
Winn Management, as well as national retailers like Home
Depot.

The company plans to transform the expansive site into a
distribution hub featuring high-tech manufacturing and
corporate offices, marking a significant expansion for the
northeast’s leading kitchen cabinet and accessories provider.
Express Kitchen’s purchased the property for $6.2 million.

“It is exciting to watch one of Bristol’s iconic manufacturing
properties being re-energized by a ‘growing, growing,
growing’ company that will make its new home in Bristol
Connecticut,” stated Mayor Jeffrey Caggiano. “The city is
happy to see that this building will continue to be used for
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distribution, manufacturing, and knowing that it has a
potential retail option bringing more people to work and
shop in Downtown Bristol.”

Tom Barnes, chairman emeritus of The Barnes Group,
expressed support. 

“The Barnes family appreciates Max and his team’s efforts in
preserving the history of what this building means to
Bristol,” he said. 

Justin Malley, executive director of Economic and
Community Development for the City of Bristol, praised the
company’s expansion.

“Express Kitchens and Mr. Kothari have firmly established
their positions as business leaders in Connecticut and the
northeast,” Malley said, “The City of Bristol is excited to
begin what will be a long-term and productive relationship
of supporting the company’s growth.”

Express Kitchens, along with its sister company New Direct
Cabinet Sales, is well-known for supplying kitchen cabinets,
countertops, and related components for residential and
commercial remodeling and new construction projects. The
company operates more than 17 retail locations across
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York and New Jersey. As its
advertising slogan suggests, Express Kitchens is indeed
“growing, growing, growing.”

Before you go!

Support local news in Bristol, CT

The Bristol Edition is an independent, nonprofit online
newspaper dedicated to keeping Bristol informed and
engaged. Your donation helps us deliver meaningful stories,
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BRISTOL – “America’s First Amusement Park,” Lake Compounce, will soon have new owners,

according to a statement from purchasers

Herschend.

The amusement park at 185 Enterprise Dr., on the Bristol and Southington town line, has been in

operation for more than 180 years. Herschend announced Tuesday that they would become its

new owners, purchasing the park from current owners Parques Reunidos.

Herschend’s portfolio of family entertainment brands include Dollywood Parks & Resorts, Silver

Dollar City Parks &

Resorts, Adventure Aquarium, Callaway Resort & Gardens, Kentucky Kingdom Theme & Water

Park, Newport Aquarium, The Vancouver Aquarium, and Wild Adventures Theme Park.

According to a news release from Herschend, the company and Parques Reunidos have signed a

definitive agreement under which Herschend will acquire all of Palace Entertainment’s U.S.

Amusement park bought by Dollywood owner

COMPOUNCE SOLD

The Bristol Press · 20 Mar 2025 · BRIAN M. JOHNSON @BRIANJOHNSONBP
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entertainment properties from Parques Reunidos. Palace Entertainment’s portfolio includes 20

entertainment venues across 10 U.S. states, including Lake Compounce.

“This agreement represents a significant milestone for both organizations—supporting Her-

schend’s strategic expansion in family entertainment and hospitality while allowing Parques

Reunidos to reinforce its strategic focus on its core European market,” Herchend said in its

release.

“This year, we’re celebrating 75 years of bringing families closer together—and looking ahead to

the next 75,” Herschend CEO Andrew Wexler said. “Today’s announcement marks a natural

expansion and continuation of that vision. By growing wisely and staying true to our purpose,

we are building a future where we can continue creating memories worth repeating for genera-

tions to come.”

With this acquisition, Herschend said it strengthens its position as “the world’s largest family-

held themed entertainment company.”

“We look forward to building upon the strong foundation that Palace Entertainment has created

and welcoming these properties and hosts into the Herschend family of brands,” Wexler said.

“The teams at these parks have done an incredible job building beloved destinations in their

communities, and we look forward to learning from them, growing together, and building on

their success. This is an exciting opportunity for all of us to continue creating exceptional exper-

iences for guests and meaningful opportunities for our teams.”

Palace Entertainment CEO John Reilly said Herschend is “the ideal organization to lead Palace

Entertainment’s unique properties.”

“Herschend is best in class in providing a high-quality guest experience within its parks,” he

said. “Palace Entertainment’s team members and its parks are in great hands as we make this

transition.”

Herschend’s Board Chair Chris Herschend said the “historic” and “beloved” properties acquired

from Palace Entertainment have “been family traditions for generations.” He said that Her-

schend is “honored to help carry that legacy forward.”

“Being a family business for 75 years has given us a deep understanding of what makes proper-

ties like these special — not just the rides and attractions, but the people who pour their hearts

into them every day,” he said.

Herschend said they are “committed to ensuring a smooth transition for employees (hosts),

guests, and communities.”

“No immediate changes are planned for daily operations as the company thoughtfully integrates

these properties into its portfolio,” the company said.

Herschend said that, in the coming months, they will prioritize:

Herschend also owns Dollywood, Silver Dollar City and more
parks

The Bristol Press · 20 Mar 2025 · Brian M. Johnson can be reached at 860-269-0822 or bjohnson@bristolpress.com.
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– Supporting its new employees with training, resources, and opportunities aligned with Her-

schend’s people-first culture.

– Maintaining continuity in guest experiences while exploring enhancements that align with

Herschend’s commitment to high-quality entertainment.

– Proactively communicating with employees, guests, and local communities as the transition

progresses.

Lynsey Winters, communications director at Lake Compounce, said the transaction is “subject to

customary closing conditions and is expected to close thereafter.”

She said she did not have additional information to share beyond what was shared by Her-

schend.
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Iconic amusement park to get a new owner

BY KENNETH R. GOSSELIN HARTFORD COURANT

The co-owner of Dollywood Parks & Resorts — a major operator of theme
parks, aquariums and resorts — is expanding its reach into Connecticut with an
acquisition that includes one of the state’s most iconic amusement parks.

Georgia-based Herschend has announced the acquisition of more than 20
entertainment venues across 10 states, including Lake Compounce in Bristol.
Lake Compounce is widely-recognized as the oldest amusement park in the
country, founded in 1846, and is known for its “Boulder Dash” wooden
rollercoaster.

Boulder Dash draws rollercoaster enthusiasts from around the country.
Courant File

Page 32



Herschend, which bills itself as the largest, family-owned operator of themed
attractions, did not disclose specific plans for Lake Compounce or the other
locations it has purchased, but noted, “The teams at these parks have done an
incredible job building beloved destinations in their communities, and we look
forward to learning from them, growing together and building on their
success.”

According to its web site, Lake Compounce opens for the season on May 3.

Herschend has agreed to purchase the properties from Palace Entertainment,
the U.S. arm of Parques Reunidos, headquartered in Madrid, Spain. The Spanish
operator of theme parks, water parks and zoos said the sale would allow it to
focus on its primary European market.

Financial terms of the transaction weren’t disclosed. A specific timeline for the
closing of the transaction wasn’t outlined in a release.

In addition to Lake Compounce, Herschend’s purchase also includes
Kennywood and Dutch Wonderland, both in Pennsylvania.

Dollywood is co-owned by country singer and songwriter Dolly Parton. In
addition to Dollywood, Herschend owns Silver Dollar City Parks & Resorts in
Missouri and Newport Aquarium in Kentucky.

Kenneth R. Gosselin can be reached at kgosselin@courant.com.
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BRISTOL – The U.S. Small Business Administration will honor Bauer, Inc. with their “National

Exporter of the Year” award.

Bauer, Inc. will join other National Small Busi ness Week win ners from Con necti cut at a SmallBusi ness
Resource Expo and Award Cere mony on Thursday, May 8, at Wood winds in Bran ford. The SBA is cel eb rat ing 
National Small Busi ness Week May 4 to 10 in Wash ing ton, D.C.

The cel eb ra tions will include a two day vir tual sum mit and com munity events across the coun try hon or ing small 
busi nesses, as well as online busi ness resources and renowned speak ers.
Bauer, Inc., loc ated at 175 Cen tury Dr., is a designer and man u fac turer of advanced aerospace com pon ent test equip 
ment. Bauer’s cus tom ers include the U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Mar ine Corps, U.S. Navy, 
Pratt & Whitney, Lockheed Martin, UTC Aerospace Systems, and numer-ous commercial airlines 
commercial maintenance, repair, and overhaul operations around theworld. Currently they export to more 
than 80 countries.

Bauer, Inc. has been in business for 109 years in Connecticut, and has been in Bristol for the past24 years. 
Led by President and CEO Lou Auletta, and Sr. Vice President of Sales & MarketingMichael Auletta, 
Bauer operates across 75,000 square feet of facilities.
The “National Exporter of the Year” award is a specialty award that is being presented as part ofSBA’S 
National Small Business Week.

“This national award acknowledges the significance of Connecticut’s manufacturing industry,and the 
importance of exporting for our state and national economy,” Catherine Marx, SBA Dis-trict Director, 
said. “Bauer is receiving this prestigious award in part to their exporting growth,community involvement, 
and successfully leveraging SBA programs and services. Bauer’s suc-cess is a testament to the power of 
exporting and the critical role SBA plays in support smallbusinesses in their growth and international 
expansion.”

Michael Auletta said Bauer, Inc. is honored to receive the recognition.
“This award is a testament to the dedication of our team and our commitment to deliveringhigh-quality 
products to customers around the world,” he said. “We take great pride in repres-enting American 
excellence on the international stage. We’re grateful for the invaluable supportwe’ve received from the 
SBA as we continue to expand into global markets.”

The SBA National Small Business Week event is co-sponsored by Connecticut Business andIndustry 
Association, in a collaboration with the SBA.

To attend, register at sba.ogv/event/65538.

Bauer named ‘National Exporter of the Year’

The Bristol Press · 20 Mar 2025 · BRIAN M. JOHNSON @BRIANJOHNSONBP
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BRISTOL – Hiba chi Buf fet was bust ling with happy cus tom ers Fri day dur ing their grand open ing cere mony with city and 
cham ber lead ers.

The 10,000 square foot buf fet is loc ated in the Bris tol Com mons Plaza at 99 Farm ing ton Ave., near Planet Fit ness and The 
Paper Store. Hiba chi Buf fet is open 7 days a week for lunch and din ner. They offer hiba chi, Chinese, Japan ese and Amer ican 
foods.

“We had our soft open ing on March 12,” man ager Josh Liang said. “The response has been over whelm ingly pos -it ive.”
Audrey Chen, owner of Hiba chi Buf fet’s Bris tol loc a tion, said cus tom ers love the sushi and hiba chi, as well as the roast pork, 
mashed pota toes and macar oni and cheese.

They also have a wide vari ety of salad, fruits and sea food options.

“We make food that is healthy and low sodium but that will fill you up,” she said.
Hiba chi Buf fet cur rently employs 14 full time and 12 part time staff. Chen said she is still hir ing and look ing for more 
serv ers and hosts.

The buf fet had a large crowd of cus tom ers on their grand open ing day Fri day. Wayne Babin was get ting his third plate with 
shrimp and hiba chi chicken on Fri day when Chen came over to say hello to him. He had preiously been to Hibachi Buf et on 
their first day open and this past Saturday.

Hibachi Buffet proves popular at opening

The Bristol Press · 25 Mar 2025 · BRIAN M. JOHNSON

“Everything is fantastic,” he said.

Chen also greeted Luciano Alejo, who was eat ing at the buf fet for the first time. His plate was piled with sushi. “I love the 
sushi – it is very fresh and won der ful,” he said. “I will defi n itely be com ing back and I want to bring the rest of my 
family.”

Morry Kalimian, owner of Bris tol Commons, was at Hibachi Buffet’s rib bon cut ting on Fri day. He said they have been 
“rocking it” ever since open ing.

“They are a fantastic business,” he said. “I’m so happy to see them here. They put a lot of money into bring ing this place 
around. I don’t think there is any thing like this in Bristol. Where else can you go for lunch to get amazing, homemade food, 
all you can eat for $13.99?”

Kalimian said the build ing that Hiba chi Buf fet is in now was once K-B Toys. It had been more than 10 years since the 
space was occu pied.

“They have now sparked a lot of interest from other res taur ants,” he said.

Justin Malley, executive director of Economic and Community Development for the City of Bristol, praised what Hibachi 
Buffet has been able to achieve.

“Audrey and her team are true pro fes sion als,” he said. “They have a for mula for success. Based on what we’ve seen here 
and at their other locations, it is easy to see why they are so successful.”

Malley said Chen had “tapped into a new niche” for Bristol.

Katie D’Agostino, president and CEO of the Central Connecticut Chambers of Commerce, said she is very excited to wel 
come Hibachi Buffet to Bristol.
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Mayor Jeff Cag giano said he’d heard a lot of good things about Hiba chi Buf fet since they opened. He pre vi ously vis ited the 
spot and shared a video on the Mayor’s Office Bris tol CT Face book page. Dawn Nielsen, mar ket ing and pub lic rela tions 
spe cial ist for the city of Bris tol said it was the most pop u lar video shared on that page, receiv ing more than 119,000 views.

“They did a really nice job,” Cag giano said. “It is a very classy look ing spot. It is good to see a new busi ness come to Bris tol. 
If people are look ing for a great value, this is the place to go.”

Hiba chi Buf fet is open Sunday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Fri day and Sat urday from 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
For more inform a tion, call 860-973-8889 or visit /hibachibuf fet b ris tol.com.

Buffet features hibachi, Chinese, Japanese and American foods

The Bristol Press · 25 Mar 2025 · Brian M. Johnson can be reached at 860-269-0822 or bjohnson@bristolpress.com.
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BRISTOL – The City of Bris tol will host its fifth annual “Com munity Cleanup Day” Sat urday, April 26.

Mayor Jeff Cag giano said the city will be cel eb rat ing Earth Day by invit ing the com munity to join in the fifth annual 
Com munity Clean Up Day from 9 a.m. to noon on April 26, or “any time that works for you to clean up your corner of 
Bris tol. City pride is import ant to all of our suc cess, and a neat and clean appear ance is a key ele ment to a vibrant com -
munity,” Cag giano said. “Bris tol is excited to once again host the annual Com munity Clean Up Day. We are grate ful to the 
res id ents and com munity groups who come out each year to sup port this import ant event which helps keep our city 
beau ti ful.”

Josh Medeiros, super in tend ent of Bris tol Parks, Recre ation, Youth and Com munity Ser vices said the city is invit ing groups 
and indi vidu als to help clean up sev eral areas throughout the city. These include: River side Avenue, Vet er ans Memorial 
Boulevard Park, The West End Neigh bor hood, along the rail road tracks on N. Main Street, Cen ter Street, and Main Street, 
Forestville Vil lage and along the Pequabuck River. People can also help by clean ing up theown neigh bor hood.

“This event is ideal for civic organ iz a tions, Scout Troops, or school groups who are inter ested in volun teer ing or who may 
need com munity ser vice credit,” Medeiros said.

Clean Up Day sup plies will be avail able for pick up, while sup plies last, on the day of the event from 9 to 10:30
a.m. at the entrance to Rock well Park where the lagoon is.

The Bris tol Parks, Recre ation, Youth and Com munity Ser vices will also be host ing their annual Fish ing Derby that day. 
Par ti cipants are encour aged to also pick up sup plies to par ti cip ate in the Com munity Clean Up Day. Avail able sup plies will 
include garbage bags, gloves, the Beau tify Bris tol lit ter kit, event day t-shirts, instruc - tions, loc a tions of trash pickup areas, 
and safety guidelines. Par ti cipants are encour aged to provide their own gloves.

“While one day is being set aside for this com munity-wide cleanup, we invite the res id ents of Bris tol to con tinue cleanup 
efforts in your own neigh bor hoods throughout the year,” Lind sey Rivers, Bris tol pub lic works ana lyst, said. “Beau tify Bris 
tol lit ter kits are avail able for pick up year-round at the Pub lic Works office loc ated on the second level of City Hall.”
The com munity is also encour aged to take pho tos and post them to social media using the “#all heart cleanup -day2025” 
hashtag.

In addi tion, the New Cam bridge Project will be host ing groups and organ iz a tions at the brew ery, along with The Paki Taco, 
food truck begin ning at noon. Res id ents are encour aged to visit the brew ery to enjoy lunch and drinks after the Com munity 
Clean Up Day to cel eb rate Earth Day.

Bristol holding city-wide ‘Cleanup Day’

The Bristol Press · 26 Mar 2025 · BRIAN M. JOHNSON @BRIANJOHNSONBP
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BRISTOL — Hand to Hand Thrift Store has pur chased the space next to their North Main Street store to serve as an intake 
area, allow ing them to accept lar ger dona tions like fur niture.

The thrift store sup ports the efforts of Hand to Hand Dir ect Care Min istry, Inc., which provides donated items to those in 
need.

Hand to Hand Thrift Store is loc ated at 465 N. Main St. and is owned by Tina Jones, dir ector, and Freddy Jones, pres id ent. 
The thrift store stocks a wide vari ety of donated items includ ing cloth ing, fur niture, jew elry, dish -wares, books, movies and 
music.

They offer 25% sales for senior cit izens every Wed nes day. On Thursdays, they put out donated fresh fruits and veget ables for 
people.

Hand to Hand Dir ect Care Min istry, Inc. is Chris tian-based non-profit organ iz a tion that provides cloth ing, fur niture and other 
items to formerly home less indi vidu als who are try ing to get back on their feet in new homes.

On Thursday, city lead ers held a rib bon cut ting and cel eb rated Hand to Hand acquir ing an adja cent space at 461 N. Main St., 
which they are using to sort dona tions and as an intake area for cli ents. The space will also have inform a tion about other city 
non profits.

Tina Jones said that the idea behind Hand to Hand Dir ect Care Min istry, Inc.star ted in 2014 with a stor age unit near the local 
Aldi, which they oper ated out of for two years while they worked to get the word out.

“We gave away house hold items to give a hand-up to people in the com munity in need,” she said.

Charitable thrift store expands space

HAND TO HAND

The Bristol Press · 29 Mar 2025 · BRIAN M. JOHNSON @BRIANJOHNSONBP
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“Down town is really start ing to come together,” he said. “It’s look ing beau ti ful.”

Tina Jones said fur niture is the most needed item right now are fur niture. She encour aged people who are look - ing to donate fur 
niture in good shape to con sider them.

Freddy Jones said that he is also will ing to arrange pickups of lar ger items.

Bris tol Mayor Jeff Cag giano thanked Tina and Freddy Jones for their sup port of Bris tol cit izens in need.

“You did a great job with the renov a tion,” he said. “You give back quite a bit. You do a tre mend ous ser vice for the com munity and I 
really appre ci ate it.”

Hand to Hand Thrift Store is open Tues day through Fri day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sat urday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

For more inform a tion, call 860-973-3676 or visit handto hand dcm.org.

“Our thrift store helps the middle class, work ing people,” Freddy Jones said. “Our prices are very fair and we have a lot of 
items you wouldn’t be able to find in most stores. We’re a hid den gem.”
Freddy Jones said the devel op ment down town has star ted to bring more people into the thrift store.

They then opened the thrift store to sup port Hand to Hand Dir ect Care Min istry, Inc.’s char it able efforts. Freddy Jones said 
Hand to Hand has oper ated out of its cur rent loc a tion for seven years. Pre vi ously, they were in a spot on Terry ville Ave. that 
is now occu pied by Café Real. The move allowed them to take in lar ger items, such as couches.

Susan Thayer, who volun teers at the Hand to Hand Thrift Store every Wed nes day, said she is one of about seven volun teers 
who sup port its efforts.
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Dark Moon Gifts Ribbon Cutting: March 12, 2025 
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Hibachi Buffet Ribbon Cutting: March 21, 2025 

 

 

Hand to Hand Direct Care Ministry, Inc. Thrift Store Expansion: March 27, 2025 
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SATURDAY 
APRIL 26, 2025

9:00 AM-12:00 PM
 

PICK UP SUPPLIES BETWEEN 
9:00-10:30 AM  

ROCKWELL PARK ENTRANCE

Celebrate Earth Day and join the City of Bristol for a  
Community Clean Up Day  

Saturday, April 26, 2025 any time from 9:00 am until 12:00 pm  
or any time that works for you to clean up your corner of Bristol! 

Join your neighbors and friends to help clean up several areas throughout the City:
	 • Riverside Avenue
	 • Veterans Memorial Boulevard Park 
	 • The West End Neighborhood
	 • Along the Railroad Tracks on North Main Street, Center Street, and Main Street 
	 • Forestville Village and Along the Pequabuck River
	 • Your Neighborhood!

Clean Up Day supplies will be available for pick up on the day of the event anytime  
between 9:00 and 10:30 AM while supplies last at the entrance to Rockwell Park by the  
lagoon. Supplies will include garbage bags, gloves, t-shirt, Beautify Bristol litter kit, and 
safety guidelines. 

Ideal for civic organizations, Scout Troops, or school groups interested in volunteering  
or who may need community service credit.

Share your photos on social media and tag #allheartcleanupday2025

THANK YOU FOR HELPING TO CLEAN UP 
YOUR CORNER OF BRISTOL!
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Economic Development/Marketing/Grants/CDBG Report 
 

April 2025 
 

Downtown/West End Updates 
 

• Centre Square: 

o Construction of “Phase II” continues with sitework/foundation work. Future 

tenants for the first floor of Phase I include an anticipated counseling center/office 

use, a gym for use by building tenants, and an established local restaurant.  

o Hope Street Parking Garage construction is expected to be completed in April. 

o The final section of streetscape work for North Main Street (in front of the Police 

Station) should be complete by mid-April.  

o The final parcel available for development must temporarily be used for parking 

during the Hope Street Garage construction.  

• Express Kitchens is working on a small buildout to prepare the former Associated Spring 

property for distribution use.  

• Golden Years’ opening is pushed to early spring. The building at 118 Main Street will 

serve as headquarters for Golden Years’ home healthcare operation, adult daycare, and a 

small café that will provide food for the agency’s programs and for the public.   

• The Michaels Organization will provide an update on the Sessions Building project at the 

April ECD Board meeting.   

• Route 72 Streetscape Design work is nearing completion, with a public hearing for the 

Riverside Avenue portion of the project tentatively scheduled for April 29 at 7 pm.  

• Ventanas Restaurant had a soft opening Monday, March 31 with plans for larger 

promotion in April.  

• Guac and Roll, a fresh restaurant concept destined for the former Pure Foods location, is 

working toward opening in late spring/early summer.  

 
Development Outside Downtown 
 

• Industrial Update:  
o Johnny and Patrick Carrier, along with BFZ Electric, continue to work on their 

proposed site plan for the Southeast Bristol Business Park area that was 
introduced at the March ECD Board meeting.  

o The proposed project for 894 Middle Street will be heard at the April City 
Council meeting.  

o FORCE Automation has secured necessary land use approvals and is working 
toward a property closing for Lot #3 of the SEBBP. 

o A brief update on the AllState Driving School project will be presented at the 
April Board meeting.  

o Horizon Stone is expected to close on Lot #2 of the Southeast Bristol Business 
Park the week of 3/31.  

o A manufacturer that ECD staff had been working with for Lot #6 of the 
Southeast Bristol Business Park has pulled out of the project due to escalating 
development costs. ECD staff is working with other interested parties.  
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o We are happy to welcome General Machine to Bristol. General Machine is a 
manufacturer from outside Bristol that has been looking for an appropriate 
building for several years. The company has purchased a property on Birch 
Street and is preparing the space for the company’s relocation.   
 

• Route 6: 

o The Paper Store is moving to the former Pier One location. 
o A Halal-focused regional chain restaurant is preparing to open on Route 6 in 

April. More to come! 
o The Bristol Commons Plaza recently welcomed Hibachi Buffet, with national 

chain Tropical Smoothie preparing to open as well. Bristol Commons is also 
working on a plan to convert the former Boston Market location to a drive-thru.   

o SNIPES, a European based streetwear retailer, a 7,000 square foot store in 
Bristol Plaza is now open.  

o Construction on the ProHealth/Platinum Car Wash/fast casual restaurant project 
on Route 6 is well underway.  

o DESI Mandi, an established Connecticut chain of South Asian markets/eateries, 
is now open in the former Eblens space.  

o Both new gas station projects are under construction. 
o ECD staff continues to work with the property owner just west of KFC for 

options for their site.  
 

• Forestville 
o A brief update on various Forestville projects will be provided at the April ECD 

Board meeting.  
 
 

Business Incentives  

 

Small Business Micro Grants 

•   Staff is working with popular local barber and business owner Andy Mendoza on 
a new venture at 277 West Street. 

 

State of CT Urban Jobs Tax Abatement for Manufacturers 

•   Anticipated Applications for 2025/2026: Horizon Natural Stone, General 
Machine on Birch Street, Express Kitchens, SSI Manufacturing  

 

Downtown/West End/Forestville Façade Program 

•   Working with House of BBQ and Bacon preparing to occupy 31B Church Ave. in 
Forestville 

•   Working with Smith Cycles on Riverside Ave. 

•   Working with the property owner of 13 Divinity Street in the West End. 

 

Forgivable Revolving Loan 

• Several loan projects are in the works, including two restaurants preparing for new 
build-outs.   
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Marketing 

1)  ECD Ribbon Cuttings, Business Anniversaries and Business Site Visits: 

    Ribbon Cuttings – ECD Staff celebrated the following new business or business 

expansions in the month of March. 1) Dark Moon Gifts, located at Centre Square 

Village, 2) Hibachi Buffet, located in the Bristol Commons Plaza, 2) the expansion of 

Hand to Hand Thrift Store, located at 456 North Main Street – see photos of all in 

Communications. 

 

Business Site Visits – Mayor Caggiano, Justin, and Dawn N. visited AMKO in the 

Southeast Bristol Business Park to learn about their current operations and their history of 

providing products to the aerospace industry. 

 

2) Marketing and Public Relations Initiatives: 

• The Marketing Research Project – Justin and Dawn N. met with the WORX group to 

discuss marketing initiatives based on the survey/research results, next steps will be 

shared with the Commissioners at the May meeting. 

• The ARPA Video Project – the initial introduction video from the mayor was released 

on social media; projects are continuing to be scheduled and filmed; the first few 

project videos for social media are being finalized and will be released in the next few 

weeks. 

• In the Community – the annual Bristol Community Clean Up Day has been scheduled 

for Saturday, April 26th from 9am to 12pm; New Cambridge Project is also planning 

events that afternoon to coincide with Clean Up/Earth Day – see flyer in 

Communications. 

 

Grants Administration 

        

Recent Grant News:  

• Federal funds were temporarily frozen in late January but legal action continues and the 

status of current and future grant programs is uncertain.  

 

Still pending:  

• An application was filed on November 27 for a DEEP Open Space Grant to purchase two 

parcels of land in the Hoppers-Birge Pond area to add to existing City open space. It is 

anticipated that awards will be announced in May or June. 

 

CDBG Program Highlights 

 

• CDBG Year 50 – Third quarter payment requisitions due on April 15. 

• 5-Year Consolidated Plan – A 30-day public comment period just ended with no 

comments received on the draft plan, which is still available on the ECD website.  

• Program Year 51 funding allocations are expected in early May.   
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Company Interview 

Company: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Visit: _________________________ Interviewed by: ___________________________________________ 

Other Attendees: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Primary Product(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Secondary Product: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Products 

1. What is the company’s primary product/service?  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What have the last 2-3 years been like in your business/industry? 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Has the company introduced any new products/services/capabilities in the last 2 - 3 years? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Are new products or services anticipated in the next 2 – 3 years? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Market 

5. Is the Company’s primary market:           Local        Regional         National          International 

6. Are key customers at risk of moving overseas, merging or closing?           Yes             No 

Comments:________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Industry 

7. Does the Company plan to expand in then next three years?             Yes             No 

If yes, how can we help? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Are International Sales a % of Total Sales?       Increasing         Stable        Decreasing         No Int’l. Sale 

What % is from international business? __________________________________________________________________ 

What is the reach of your sales territory? ________________________________________________________________ 

Do you use any international partners (outsourcing), and if so, what %? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Do influences from any other locations in the organization impact your production/sales? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Can you describe the nature of the industry? Trends that are impacting you? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Do you anticipate any federal, state or local legislation changes that will adversely affect your 

business in the next 3 years?           Yes              No 

If yes, what changes? How will they affect the Company? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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12. Do you have suggestions for Federal, state, and/or local legislation changes to help your 

business? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Management 

13. Where is the Company’s HQ located? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. Has the Company ownership changed over the last 18 months?           Yes               No 

 Do you anticipate a change?            Yes               No 

 

15. Has the Company top management changed, or is it expected to change over the next 18 
months?            Yes             No 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. What are the strengths of having your company in Bristol? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. Are there challenges/barriers to growth by being in Bristol?          Yes               No 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. Are there suppliers or customers who you think should be here in the region? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Workforce 

19. Do you have any active job postings?             Yes                 No 

20. If yes, what types of roles are you looking to fill? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. What skills are required for those open roles? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. Will you have any future hiring needs? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. Are there training classes or recertifications that are required by your workforce? Yearly? 
Every few years? etc. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. Are there training classes that BristolWORKS! can provide to help meet training needs of your 
entry-level employees? Blueprint Reading? Lean Manufacturing? Manufacturing Math? 
Workplace Skills? Employee Onboarding? 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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