
 

 
 

City of Bristol 
Board of Police Commissioners 

 
INFORMATION TO ACCESS THIS MEETING   

https://bristolct-
gov.zoom.us/j/93846613504?pwd=VxFtVrFameox9wywywKxgXXm0TCA5o.1 

 
Meeting ID: 938 4661 3504 

Passcode: 12345  

 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
The regular Board of Police Commissioners will be held on Tuesday, January 20, 2026, at 6:00 
PM. in Council Chambers 111 North Main Street, Bristol, CT 06010. 
 
   
1. Call to Order 

2. Presentation of Awards 

3. Public Participation 

4. Approval of Minutes 

 a. December Police Board Minutes 

5. Approval of Monthly Reports 

 a. Monthly Reports 

6. Correspondence 

 a. Compliment 

7. Committee Reports 

 a. Awards Committee 

 b. Traffic Sub-Committee 

8. Old Business 

 a. Chief Morello 
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 b. Police Commissioners 

 i. Traffic Enforcement Cameras 

9. New Business 

 a. Chief Morello 

 i. Chief's Monthly Report 

 ii. Board of Finance Requests 

 iii. Tattoo Memorandum of Agreement 

 iv. Economic and Community Development Board Request 

 v. Laurel Street Speed Limit Signs Request 

 vi. FY27 Proposed Budget 

 b. Police Commissioners 

10. Adjournment 
  

 
 
PER ORDER OF THE CHAIRPERSON 
Mayor Ellen Zoppo-Sassu 
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BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING 

DECEMBER 17, 2025, AT 6:00 p.m. 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
PRESENT:            ABSENT: 
Mayor Ellen Zoppo-Sassu, Chairperson              
Commissioner Rory Ghio  
Commissioner Dean Kilbourne            
Commissioner Paul Lemieux 
Commissioner Terry Lewis 
Commissioner Gloria Sapp Smith 
Council Member Sue Tyler               
Jon Mace, Board of Finance Liaison 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Zoppo-Sassu called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
 
2. PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 
No awards. 
 
3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
None 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Council Member Tyler moved to APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE NOVEMBER 18, 2025, 
REGULAR POLICE BOARD MEETING, Seconded by Commissioner Ghio. 
 

VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED  
 
5. REPORTS OF ACCOUNTS YEAR TO DATE 
Council Member Tyler moved to APPROVE THE REPORT OF ACCOUNTS YEAR TO DATE AND 
PLACE ON FILE, Seconded by Commissioner Sapp Smith. 
  
              VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED  
 
6. APPROVAL OF VARIOUS MONTHLY REPORTS 
Commissioner Kilbourne moved to APPROVE MONTHLY REPORTS AND PLACE ON FILE, 
Seconded by Commissioner Lewis. 
 
              VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED 
 
7. CORRESPONDENCE 
A compliment was received from a citizen for Officer Morelli's compassionate care during a call. 
 
 
8. AWARDS COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Commissioner Ghio announced that the Honoring Heroes event has been changed to Monday, March 30, 
2026. It will be held at Luna’s Banquet Hall. 
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9. OLD BUSINESS 
9.1  Chief Morello 
i. Press Release – Race Street 
Chief Morello complimented the Criminal Investigation Division on the Race Street press release. 
 
ii. Red Light Cameras 
Mayor Zoppo Sassu explained that the Police Commission will be taking another look at the red-light 
cameras and also the school bus cameras.  She is interested in feedback from the Board and the public.   
 
Paul Lemieux found a good introduction to frequently asked questions from the town of Winchester, 
which they compiled about their speed cameras. This would be a great idea to create for the red-light 
cameras. 
 
9.2     Police Commissioners 
None 
 
10.  NEW BUSINESS 
10.1   Chief Morello 
a. Chief’s Report 
i. Bristol Crime Analysis 
Chief Morello reviewed the Bristol Crime Analysis report. 
 
ii. Press Release-Valero Robbery 
Chief Morello praised the Criminal Investigation Department and the Patrol Division for their hard work 
on the Valero Robbery. 
 
iii. Recovered Stolen Motor Vehicles – FLOCK 
Chief Morello reviewed the FLOCK's success in recovering stolen motor vehicles. 
 
iv. RAFFS Radio System 
Commissioner Kilbourne moved to ALLOW CAPITAL REGION COUNCIL TO INSTALL AN 
ANTENNA ON OUR SOUTH MOUNTAIN RADIO TOWER SITE AND REFER TO 
CORPORATION COUNCIL FOR NECESSARY ACTION, Seconded by Commissioner Ghio. 
 
             VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED  
 
v. Staffing and Recruitment Update 
Chief Morello gave a brief update on the Police Department Staffing and Recruitment. 
Current Staffing 
7 openings 
5 injured 
current sworn force 117 
budgeted sworn force 124 
 
Current Recruitment 
48 applicants applied 
27 applicants showed up for the test 
14 applicants failed 
13 applicants to interview 
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Mayor Zoppo Sassu added that at our last meeting, time buyback was discussed.  The Human Resources 
Director is researching the time buyback option.  Also, the Human Resources Director is compiling 
information on Veterans Reserve Retirement, which should help us move forward. 
 
 
ICAC TASK FORCE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
Chief Morello presented the ICAC Task Force Memorandum of Understanding to the Board.  The ICAC 
Task Force is a multi-agency, multi-jurisdictional initiative.  The mission of the Task Force is to deter, 
prevent, investigate, and prosecute predators who seek to exploit or engage minors in sexual activity 
through the use of computers, electronic media, and the internet. This is a re-signing of the 
memorandum of understanding that was signed in January 2025. 
 
Council Member Tyler moved to AUTHORIZE THE SIGNATURE TO BE REDONE FOR THE ICAC 
TASK FORCE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING, Seconded by Commissioner Lewis. 
 
             VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED  
 
10.2 Police Commissioners 
Mayor Zoppo Sassu informed the Board that Chief Morello has asked us to look into transferring the 
duties of unshoveled sidewalk enforcement to another city entity.  The Human Resources Director and 
Chief Morello will work together to gather data and approach other city entities regarding the 
unshoveled sidewalks. 
 
11. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
At 6:24 p.m., Commissioner Kilbourne moved to CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO 
DISCUSS CANDIDATES FROM THE SEPTEMBER 25, 2025, ENTRY LEVEL POLICE OFFICER 
ELIGIBILITY LIST AND TO TAKE ANY ACTION AS NECESSARY, Seconded by Commissioner 
Ghio. 
             VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED  
 
Present in Executive Session: Mayor Zoppo-Sassu, Chief Morello, Council Member Tyler, and 
Commissioners Ghio, Kilbourne, Lemieux, Lewis, and Sapp Smith. 
 
Discussion was held. No votes were taken. 
 
At 6:59 p.m., Commissioner Kilbourne motioned TO RECONVENE INTO PUBLIC SESSION, 
Seconded by Commissioner Sapp Smith. 
 
Commissioner Ghio moved to REMOVE THE FOLLOWING CANDIDATES FROM THE 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2025, HIRING LIST: #2, 3, 4-1, 4-2, 6, 8, AND 9, Seconded by Commissioner 
Kilbourne.     
 
             VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED  
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
Commissioner Lemieux moved to ADJOURN, Seconded by Commissioner Sapp Smith. 
  
             VOTE: UNANIMOUSLY PASSED  
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The regular meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners called for the 17th day of December, 2025, 
was HEREBY ADJOURNED AT 7:02 p.m. 
 

                   Lisa Ziogas 
                  Recording Secretary 
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From: noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 2025 4:46 PM 
To: Mark Morello <MarkMorello@bristolct.gov>; Matthew Moskowitz 
<MatthewMoskowitz@bristolct.gov>; Robert Osborne <ROBERTOSBORNE@bristolct.gov> 
Subject: Online Form Submission #13689 for Bristol Police Department - Compliment a Bristol Police 
Department Employee 
 

Bristol Police Department - Compliment a Bristol Police Department 
Employee 

 

  

To pay compliment to a Bristol police officer or a civilian employee, fill out the form 
below and submit it to us. It will be reviewed by a police commander and then 
forwarded to the officer or employee. Thank-you for your time and consideration.  

Your first name: Emily 

Your last name: Huelsman  

Street address: 60 Desousa Drive, Manchester, CT, USA 

City: Manchester 

State: CT 

Zip code: 06040 

Phone: 8609663953 

Your Email: enyberg@travelers.com  

Officer name or number: Office Giannini 

Case number: Field not completed. 

Date & time: 11/23/2025  

Detail what happened: My mother passed away in my parents house (Meredith & 

Charles Nyberg - 77 Maple Street, Bristol) the Sunday leading 

into Thanksgiving. I arrived in a state of shock (to say the least) 

and found Officer Giannini in my parents kitchen with my dad 

and brother. The compassion he demonstrated to all of us, but 

particularly for my dad who lost his best friend and love of his 

life of 48 years was amazing. He knew when to be quiet, when 

to offer thoughtful words, and engaged my dad in talking about 

a passion of his - cars. I was so...thankful that Officer Giannini 

was one of the responding officers. I believe he was exactly 

who we needed in that moment and I'm forever grateful. I'm 

sure responding to this type of call is not a reason he became a 

police officer but he exemplified what it means to serve the 

community. Thank you to the Bristol Police Department for 1) 

whatever training you provide your officers to handle these 

situations and 2) for hiring compassionate people like Officer 

Giannini. 
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Bristol Police Department 
131 North Main Street 

Bristol, CT 06010 
 

Chief’s Report 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
 

 
CID PROMOTION 
Officer Katherine Verillo will be promoted to the rank of Detective on Friday, January 30, 2026, 
at 11:00 a.m. in the Police Department Training Classroom. 
 
VANDALISM OF FLOCK CAMERA 
On January 6, 2026, we discovered our Flock camera located on Terryville Road by Clark 
Avenues was down. Officer Follett responded and determined that the flock pole appeared to 
have been intentionally pulled down, and the camera was damaged. The matter has been referred 
to our detective division for further investigation.  
 
STAFFING AND RECRUITMENT UPDATE 
Staffing 
8 vacancies 
5 Injured 
Current sworn force 116 
Budgeted sworn force 124 
 
Detective Godbout, who was placed in the Acting Sgt. position, has returned to the Detective 
Division due to the Sgt. Dwyer has returned to work. 
  
Current Recruitment 
48 applicants applied 
27 applicants showed up for the test 
14 applicants failed 
13 applicants to interview 
8 applicants showed up and passed 
8 applicants to be polygraphed 
 
 
STAFFING REASSIGNMENTS 
Effective March 14, 2026, due to staffing issues and in anticipation of scheduling conflicts in the 
spring and summer months, one officer from the following departments will return to the patrol 
division: Traffic, Training, and Court Liaison. We will also be disbanding CSU.  Also, in the 
summer months, SROs will return to patrol.  We will continually evaluate the impact and make 
necessary changes or adjustments based on staffing issues. 
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JRB REFERRAL UPDATE 
The overwhelming reason for the lack of JRB's are the incidents and arrests we are making 
simply don't qualify for JRB.  Through 11/30, here are some statistics: 
 
49 arrests 
35 felony arrests 
3 motor vehicle-related 
2 JRB's completed 
 
That leaves 9 misdemeanor arrests for the entire year that MAY qualify.  I say MAY because 
45% of juveniles we've arrested this year are repeat offenders.  So even if the 9 juveniles are 
reduced to 6 after removing repeat offenders, those 6 still have to give statements/confessions, 
and we need the parents' support to participate in JRB.  And some incidents, misdemeanor or not, 
are severe enough that arrests are the right decision.  The reality is that very few of our arrests 
qualify for JRB.  I will be discussing this again with my team; however, I don't see a scenario 
where we have many opportunities to do something different. 
 
 
PARKING GARAGE SAFETY AND HOMELESSNESS CONCERNS 
I received an email from the mayor's office regarding parking garage safety and homelessness 
concerns.  In response, we have increased patrols and are conducting CWO outreach at our 
municipal garages. CWOs are reporting a continued increase in homelessness. We believe that, 
at least in part, homeless individuals are drawn to Bristol because of the more lenient policies at 
our homeless shelter.   
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All requests to appear on the Board of Finance meeting agenda for consideration must 
be submitted to Jodi McGrane in the Comptroller’s Office by 10:00 a.m. Monday of the 
preceding week of the meeting.  Board of Finance Meetings are held on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 
 

   
 
 
 

CITY OF BRISTOL 
BOARD OF FINANCE AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

 
To:  Board of Finance Commissioners 
 
From:  Bristol Police Department   
                                               (Requesting Department) 
 

Date:   January 6, 2026 
                                               (Submission Date) 

 
For the  January 27, 2026  Board of Finance Meeting Agenda 
         (Date of Meeting) 

 
 
This request is for: 
(Please check the type of request and list in whole dollar amounts) 
 

□    Additional Appropriation   $     
 

□  Transfer from Contingency  $     
 

X  Transfer(s)     $477     
 
□ Grant      $_______________________ 
 

□ Carry-over(s)    $_______________________ 
 
□ Other 
 
Approval: 
 
This request was approved by the Board of Police Commissioners 
                   (governing Board of your department) 

at its meeting held on January 20, 2026. 

 
 (Department Head’s signature) 
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Board of Finance Agenda Request Form 

 
Reason for request: 
Transfer funds to cover Medicare Insurance costs. 
 
Additional Appropriation(s) and/or Appropriation(s) complete the following: 
 

Account  Account Name  Amount 

     

     

     

 
 
Transfer(s) complete the following: 
  
From: 3072110-515100-24G09 

Overtime 

 3072110-520750-24G09 
Medicare Ins 

Amount: $415 

From: 3072110-561800-24G09 

Program Supplies 
To: 3072110-520750-24G09 

Medicare Ins 
Amount: $62 

From:  To:  Amount:  

 
Grants: 
Total Amount:  Grant $    
 

City Share $______________        0 % 
 
Federal/State Share $     100 % 

 
Carry-overs list the following: 
 

Account  Account Name  Amount 
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All requests to appear on the Board of Finance meeting agenda for consideration must 
be submitted to Jodi McGrane in the Comptroller’s Office by 10:00 a.m. Monday of the 
preceding week of the meeting.  Board of Finance Meetings are held on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 
 

   
 
 
 

CITY OF BRISTOL 
BOARD OF FINANCE AGENDA REQUEST FORM 

 
To:  Board of Finance Commissioners 
 
From:  Bristol Police Department   
                                               (Requesting Department) 
 

Date:   January 9, 2026 
                                  (Submission Date) 

 
For the  January 27, 2026  Board of Finance Meeting Agenda 
                     (Date of Meeting) 

 
 
This request is for: 
(Please check the type of request and list in whole dollar amounts) 
 

X    Additional Appropriation   $ 80,400    
 

□  Transfer from Contingency  $     
 

□  Transfer(s)     $     
 
□ Grant      $_______________________ 
 

□ Carry-over(s)    $_______________________ 
 
□ Other 
 
Approval: 
 
This request was approved by the Board of Police Commissioners 
                (governing Board of your department) 

at its meeting held on January 20, 2026. 

 
 (Department Head’s signature) 
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Board of Finance Agenda Request Form 

 
Reason for request: 
Appropriate money to cover expenses in accounts. 
 
Additional Appropriation(s) and/or Appropriation(s) complete the following: 
 

Account  Account Name  Amount 

1062110-470013-
05055 

 Police Dog Program - 
Contributions 

 $20,000 

1062110-570900-
05055 

 Police Dog Donation – Other  $20,000 

     

1062110-470000-
PDAUC 

 Contributions  $400 

1062110-561800-
PDAUC 

 Program Supplies  $400 

     

     

1062110-421000-
MVFNE 

 MV Fines Revenue  $15,000 

1062110-531140-
MVFNE 

 Training  $15,000 

     

1232110-431085  Fed Drug Forfeiture  $45,000 

1232110-561800  Program Supplies  $40,000 

1232110-531140  Training  $5,000 

     

     

     

 
Transfer(s) complete the following: 
  
From:    Amount:  

From:  To:  Amount:  

From:  To:  Amount:  

 
Grants: 
Total Amount:  Grant $    
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City Share $______________        0 % 
 
Federal/State Share $     100 % 

 
Carry-overs list the following: 
 

Account  Account Name  Amount 
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 

THE CITY OF BRISTOL AND THE BRISTOL POLICE UNION 
 
This agreement is entered into by the City of Bristol, hereinafter referred to as the “City”, 
and the Bristol Police Union, hereinafter referred to as the “Union”. 
 

1. Article 39:4.4.2 shall be amended as follows: 
 
Tattoos: No sworn member of the department shall have any tattoo, scarification, or 
brand on his/her face, neck. 
 
A single tattoo on the hand is authorized and shall be no larger than one inch by one inch. 
Such tattoo shall may not be the extension of a tattoo which begins above the wrist. 
  
A single tattoo in the form of a commitment-style ring /band is also authorized on the 
wearer’s finger. The width of such tattoo shall not exceed one-half of an inch (1/2”). One 
such tattoo is permissible on each hand. 
 
Tattoos additionally: 
A single tattoo is authorized on or directly behind the ear so long as said tattoo does not 
exceed 1” by ½”.  
 
Furthermore, any tattoo, scarification, or brand shall not be extremist, indecent, sexist, or 
racist.  
 
This agreement shall not set a practice or serve as precedent in any other pending or 
future matters between the parties, and shall not be admissible in any other matter 
between the parties. 

 
Executed this ____ day of January, 2026. 
 
 
For the Union      For the City of Bristol 
 
 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
James Pelletier     Jim Haselkamp 
President, Bristol Police Union   Director of Human Resources 
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Bristol Police Department 
Traffic Division 

 

 
 
(860) 584-3030 
131 North Main Street 
Bristol, Connecticut 06010 
 

 

TO:  Board of Police Commissioners  

FROM:  Lieutenant Ulric Berube  

DATE: 12/18/25  

Re:  Public Works Engineering Department Install of Speed Limit 25 Signs on Laurel Street  

 
Board of Police Commissioners, 
 
I am requesting approval to have the Public Works Engineering Department install two “Speed 
Limit 25” signs on Laurel Street; one sign in the eastbound lane and one sign in the westbound 
lane. A check of the State approved speed limits for streets in Bristol revealed that the 
approved speed limit for Laurel Street is 25 Miles Per Hour in both directions. I have received a 
complaint from Jeff Ferraro who owns Riverview Apartments on Laurel Street and also received 
complaints from numerous other residents on Laurel street. I believe installing the “Speed Limit 
25” signs on Laurel Street will slow traffic. 
 

 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Lieutenant Ulric Berube 
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